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Equality Check –
How will changes to how we fly the Union flag affect you?
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We want to know how often you think we should fly the Union flag 
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1.  Introduction


[image: ][image: ]We want to treat people equally and fairly.




We want to make sure everyone can use our buildings, services, or work for us.
This means people of different:
•	genders (male, female, other)
•	races
•	religions
•	marital status
•	caring responsibilities
•	ages
•	disabilities
•	sexual orientation (likes)
•	political opinions (thoughts).
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[image: ]We want people of different religions, political views and races to be friends.
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We don’t fly the Union flag at all our buildings now.  The Elected Members (the people’s spokespersons) decided there should be one agreed rule about when we fly the Union flag.
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[image: ]We want to hear what you think before any decisions are made.


2.  Background and current policy


[image: ]
Currently the Union flag is flown:


Only on agreed days (around 15 this year) at:
· Riada House, Ballymoney.
· Joey Dunlop Leisure Centre, Ballymoney. 
· Ballymoney Town Hall.
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[image: ]In July and August at:
Portrush Town Hall. 



[image: ]365 days a year at:
· Cloonavin – Council headquarters Coleraine.
· Portrush Town Hall. 

[image: ][image: ] 365 days a year at:
· Cloonavin – Council headquarters Coleraine.
· Portrush Town Hall. 
In July and August at:
· Portrush Town Hall. 
No flags are flown at:
· Limavady Office (Connell Street).
· Roe Valley Arts Centre Limavady.
· Ballycastle.

[image: ]No flags are flown at:
· Limavady Office (Connell Street).
· Roe Valley Arts Centre Limavady.
· Ballycastle.


3.  The steps we will take



[image: ][image: Badge 7 with solid fill][image: Badge 6 with solid fill][image: Badge 5 with solid fill][image: Badge 4 with solid fill][image: Badge 3 with solid fill][image: Badge with solid fill][image: Badge 1 with solid fill]			Check for bad effects in the future.
			Ask for your views.
			Work out how we can reduce any bad 				effects.
			Look at different options (choices).
		Work out the impacts.
			Look at what others have done.
			Elected members make a decision and 				tell 	people the result.
			Draw up a plan.
			To be fair we will follow 7 steps:






























[image: ][image: ]4.  Suggested policy



In June 2021, the Elected Members (the people’s spokespersons) suggested the Union flag should be flown every day. (365 days)
The buildings they think should do this are:  
•	Coleraine Town Hall
•	Cloonavin Council Headquarters 
•	Limavady Office (Connell Street) 
•	Roe Valley Arts and Cultural Centre
•	Ballymoney Town Hall
•	Riada House
•	Portrush Town Hall
•	Portstewart Town Hall*
* Portstewart Town Hall is not Councils building and is not included in the list.
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5.  Current information


[image: ]
· We will look at what other Councils are doing.



[image: ][image: ]· We will follow our own policies (rules).
· We will listen to other peoples worries and thoughts.


[image: ]· We will check what the law says.






[image: ]· We will listen to the advice of people who know the law.





· We will follow our own policies (rules).
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[image: ]· We will listen to other peoples worries and thoughts.







6.  Understanding the effects on 
     people




[image: ]· We will work with different groups of people in the community and listen to what they say.




[image: ]· We know people may have different feelings about the Union flag.
· There are no signs that flying the Union flag will effect people because of their:
· gender (male, female, other)
· ethnicity / race
· marital status
· caring responsibilities
· Age
· Disability
· sexual orientation.
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· People may be affected because of what they believe (trust) or because of their political (government) thoughts.
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· [image: ]There are no signs that flying the Union flag will effect people because of their:
· gender (male, female, other)
· ethnicity / race
· marital status
· caring responsibilities
· Age
· Disability
· sexual orientation.
7.  Other options (choices)



[image: ]· We want you to tell us how the changes may affect you.

· We want to know if you would like us to:

· Not fly the Union flag

· Fly the Union flag on agreed days

· Fly the Union flag on agreed days and during the week

· Fly the flag all the time.



[image: ][image: ]· We will follow our own policies (rules).
· We will listen to other peoples concerns and thoughts.
















· We will follow our own policies (rules).
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· We will listen to other peoples concerns and thoughts.






8.  Consultation (tell us your views)


[image: ][image: ][image: ]You can tell us what you think by:
      Phone: 028 7034 7034 
Post: 
Equality Officer 
Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council
Riada House
14 Charles Street
Ballymoney
BT53 6DZ



· Filling in the on-line survey


[image: ]· Filling in the paper survey
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If you need more information please contact us by: 
Email:  equality@causewaycoastandglens.gov.uk 
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      Phone: 028 7034 7034 

[image: A picture containing text, electronics, black

Description automatically generated][image: ]		Post:   Equality Officer 
[image: ]Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council
Riada House
14 Charles Street
Ballymoney
BT53 6DZ

9.  Next Steps

[image: ][image: ][image: ]We will consider your thoughts and views.
The Elected members will make a decision.
We will tell you what the decision is.
We will check the changes work.
Thankyou for helping us.
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