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Invitation to Bid
Winter Conservation Grazing 2026-2029






	Deadline for site visits and questions
	12 Noon on 17th August 2026

	Deadline for submission 
	12 Noon 24th August 2026

	Tender response
	26th August 2026

	Criteria and weightings
	See section 5 of this document for details of the selection and award criteria. 
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1 [bookmark: _Toc475019634]Introduction
1.1 [bookmark: _Toc475019635]Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council
From 1st April 2015, Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council (herein referred to as “Council” or “the Council”) was established as the new local authority responsible for the provision of Council services to the areas previously served by Ballymoney Borough Council, Coleraine Borough Council, Limavady Borough Council and Moyle Borough Council. Council seeks tenders from the market for a range of goods to support its delivery of efficient and high quality public services and facilities to the residents of the Borough.  
2 [bookmark: _Toc475019636]Background to the requirement 

Expressions of Interest are invited for multi-year Winter Conservation Grazing on 4 separate coastal sites. This will be a three-year contract, incorporating an annual review meeting to agree stocking rates and timings for the following year. 

Conservation grazing is an important element of the management plan for these sites. Conservation grazing enhances the diversity and structure of wildflowers, which in turn supports a vast array of insects providing a healthy food supply for many mammals and birds.

The following areas of land are available for Winter Conservation Grazing:-

a) Waterfoot – 2ha/4.94 acres
b) Benone Strand – 9.0ha/22.24 acres (to be let as one lot)
c) Magilligan Point – 2ha/4.94 acres
d) The Moors, Castlerock – 5.68ha/14.03 acres

Full technical details can be found in Appendix 1 – Land Letting Details
3 [bookmark: _Toc475019637]Scope
3.1 [bookmark: _Toc475019638]Period of contract

In respect of Winter Conservation Grazing the following areas are available for grazing from 11th November 2026, 2027, 2028 to 15th April 2027, 2028, 2029 at 3 LU per Ha (subject to post-season review):-

a) Waterfoot -2ha/4.94 acres

In respect of Winter Conservation Grazing the following areas are available for grazing from 7th September 2026, 2027, 2028 to 31st March 2027, 2028, 2029 at no less than 3 LU per Ha (subject to post-season review):-

b) The Moors, Castlerock – 5.68 ha/14.03 acres

In respect of Winter Conservation Grazing the following areas are available for grazing from 11th November 2026, 2027, 2028 to 28th February 2027, 2028, 2029 at no more than 1.5 LU per Ha (subject to post-season review):-

c) Benone – 5ha & 4ha/22.24 acres (to be let as one lot with LU per Ha per paddock)
d) Magilligan Point – 2ha/4.94 acres

Please note that LU refers to Livestock Unit

Livestock Units (LU)

For the purposes of this winter conservation grazing agreement the number of livestock units should be calculated using the following table:

	Class of Stock
	Livestock Units (per head)

	Cows (including suckling calves)
	1.0

	Other cattle (6 - 24 months)
	0.6

	Other cattle (24 months and over)
	1.0














[bookmark: _Toc241894574][bookmark: _Toc475019639]4. Format and content of responses 

[bookmark: _Toc241894575][bookmark: _Toc475019640]4.1 Submissions
Bidders are requested to return an electronic copy of their tender submission to lisa.russell@causewaycoastandglens.gov.uk with the following text in the subject line “Winter Conservation Grazing 2026 - 2029”.

In circumstances where bidders do not have access to email, a hard copy submission may be accepted. Any hard copy submission should be returned to: 

Biodiversity Officer
Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council
Cloonavin
66 Portstewart Road
Coleraine
BT52 1EY

Failure to return your bid in accordance with these instructions may result in your bid being rejected. 

Bids are to be received no later than 12.00 noon on 24th August 2026

[bookmark: Start]4.2 Pricing Schedule

A pricing schedule is included within each of the parcels of land. The pricing schedule for Conservation Grazing is provided in Appendix 3. 

Bidders must fully complete the pricing schedule for any parcel of land they are bidding for. Bidders may bid for one or more parcel(s) of land. Bidders who do not fully complete the pricing schedules for a parcel of land they have bid for may be excluded. 







[bookmark: _Toc475019641]5 Selection & Award Information

[bookmark: _Toc475019642]5.1 AWARD CRITERIA

Bidders who pass all the selection criteria appropriate to the parcels of land they have bid for will have their bid evaluated on the basis of price and the criteria set out in Appendix 2 of the Winter Conservation Grazing document.
The bidder who achieves the highest score following the completion of the evaluation of price and quality as outlined above will be granted the letting of these lands for the duration set out earlier in this document. 
Appendix 1 – Conservation Grazing Land Letting Details 2026/29. 
Appendix 2 – Winter Conservation Grazing Conditions 2026/29.
Appendix 3 – Conacre Agreement Licence Pricing Schedule – Conservation Grazing. 
Appendix 4 – Sample Conacre Licence Agreement.
Maps for each area as requested. 
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