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1. Introduction  
1.1 Causeway Coast & Glens Borough Council has commissioned consultants to undertake 

a Ψ/ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ-owned pitches and to make recommendations for a 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΦΩ  The commission addresses eight sports ς association 

football, gaelic games, rugby, hockey, tennis, cricket, athletics, lawn bowls.  It also 

addresses multi use games areas and small sided games/kickabout areas.  

  

1.2 Research, carried out during April and May 2017, involved desk research, community 

consultation, survey work, site inspections and liaison with key stakeholders.  The 

Council requires two main outputs, namely:-  

  

Z An audit of existing provision.  Design, distribution, demand/supply and 

condition of each of around 100 sites hosting Council and community/club 

ƻǿƴŜŘ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ΨǇƛǘŎƘŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΦ  

Make recommendations and provide indicative costs in relation to any 

remedial work or technical investigations.  

  

Z A pitch strategy.  Recommendations for a prioritised pitch (and associated 

changing provision) investment strategy for the Borough with indicative cost 

estimates.  To be set out in a 5-year plan with consideration given to the best 

mix of surfaces and to how effective partnerships with the private, education, 

ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǊ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ΨōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΩ ǘƻ ǇƛǘŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

the Borough.  
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2. Strategic Context   

Introduction  

2.1 tǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƛǎ ǎŜǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ 

by a range of regional and local approaches to the development of public services.  

LǘΩǎ important to understand this context as the strategy takes shape.  There are four 

strategies that are key to this work; they are:-  

  

Z Ψ{ǇƻǊǘ aŀǘǘŜǊǎΥ ¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ {ǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 

Recreation 2009-нлмфΩΦ  Department for Communities/Sport NI  

Z Council Strategy 2015-нлмфΩ.  Causeway Coast & Glens Borough Council  

Z Ψ! .ŜǘǘŜǊ CǳǘǳǊŜ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΥ ! 5ǊŀŦǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ /ŀǳǎŜǿŀȅ /ƻŀǎǘ ϧ 

Glens 2017-нлолΩΦ  Strategic Framework Consultation Document, Causeway 
Coast & Glens Borough Council  

Z Ψ{ǇƻǊǘǎ ϧ [ŜƛǎǳǊŜ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩΤ Causeway Coast & Glens Borough 

Council 2015  

  

2.2 Taken together these strategies and their outcomes have been influenced by and 

reflect other strategies and policies which, whilst they assist in informing preparation 

of the strategy are not reviewed here in detail.  Not least of these is the draft 

ΨtǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŦƻǊ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

things, the attainment of good health and confident and peaceful communities, 

targeting ΨǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀt make real improvements to the quality of life for the  

ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΩΦ    

  

2.3 Other literature that is relevant to this commission, especially the Pitches Strategy, 

includes:-  

  

Planning   
Z Regional Development Strategy 2035  

Z Planning Policy Statements, especially PPS8: Open Space, Sport and Outdoor 
Recreation and PPST: Quality Residential Environments.  

Z ΨDǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ {ǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ tƭŀȅΥ .ŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƛȄ !ŎǊŜ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΩΦ  CƛŜƭŘǎ 

in Trust 2015  

  

Government   
Z Ψ!ŎǘƛǾŜ tƭŀŎŜǎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ wŜǇƻǊǘ Ψ.ǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŀǇΩ нлмп ¦ǇŘŀǘŜΩΤ {ǇƻǊǘ bL  
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Z Community Use of Schools; Department of Education NI Guidance Document 

2014  

  

  

  

Causeway Coast & Glens Borough Council  
Z Corporate Plan  

Z Discussion Paper 7: Open Space, Sport and Outdoor Recreation; April 2016  

Ψ{ǇƻǊǘ aŀǘǘŜǊǎΥ ¢ƘŜ bL {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ {ǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ  

2009-нлмфΩΤ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎκ {ǇƻǊǘ bL  

2.4 ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜƭƻng enjoyment and success in 

sport.  The case is made for ongoing investment in sport and physical recreation to 

ΨŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ 

such as education health, the economy and the development of communities over 

the period 2009-нлмфΦΩ  LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƪŜȅ ŀǊŜŀǎΥ-  

  

(1) Participation  

(2) Performance  

(3) Places  

  

2.5 As with the community planning process a number of key principles underpin the 

ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ be applied to this commission:-  

  

Z Empowering individuals, groups and communities.  

Z Responding to need.  

Z Partnership working based on consultation and stakeholder buy-in.  

Z tǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ Ψ! {ƘŀǊŜŘ CǳǘǳǊŜΩΦ  

Z Focusing on outcomes.  

  

The strategy highlights the importance of joined-up planning and partnership 

working at strategic levels as well as within delivery structures, adding that the 

pooling of resources, public and private is critical to achieving delivery.  

  

2.6 Given the challenges posed variously by the economic downturn and local government 

ǊŜŦƻǊƳ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ ΨtƭŀŎŜǎΩ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ 

delivered in full.  However, one target is highly relevant to this commission, that is:-  
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t[нрΥ Ψ.y 2019 to ensure that 90% of the population 

have quality accredited multi sports 

facilities that have the capacity to meet 

ŘŜƳŀƴŘΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ нл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƛƳŜΦΩ  

  

¢ƘŜ ŎƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ 

the provision of pitches and related facilities in the coming years.  

Ψ/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ нлмр-нлмфΩΤ /ŀǳǎŜǿŀȅ /ƻŀǎǘ ϧ DƭŜƴǎ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ 

Council  

 2.7  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǇƭŀƴΤ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩǎ Vision is to:-  

  

ΨaŀȄƛƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻf our unique location and landscape by 

providing ambitious, accessible, innovative and efficient services 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦǳƭŦƛƭ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦΩ  

  

¢ƘŜ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ΨŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎΩΣ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩǎ Mission underpins the Vision by establishing the  

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǘ ǎŜǊǾŜǎΤ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩǎ 

Mission is to:-  

  

ΨLƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-being for all our citizens and visitors by:-  

  

Í Providing effective and sustainable local public services;  

Í Accelerating our economy and improving economic prosperity;  

Í Placing local communities at the heart of decision making;  

Í Protecting and enhancing our unique natural environment and assets; and  

Í Advocating for the area and our citizens in both local and international 

ŀǊŜƴŀǎΦΩ  

  

2.8 A series of five corporate/strategic themes establishes the broad direction for the 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ нлмфΣ ŜŀŎƘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

strategic theme particularly relevant to this commission is as follows:-  

  

 Strategic Theme  

Í  Resilient, Healthy and Engaged Communities.  



 

 Strategy Page | 5   

  

Causeway Coast & Glens Borough  Council   
Pitches Condition Survey & Strategy   
Part 1: Strategic Recommendations                                       

 Outcomes  

Í  Council will work to support healthy lifestyle choices for all citizens.  

Í  Citizens will have access to Council recreational facilities and protected 

natural environments which help them to develop their physical, emotional 

and cognitive health.  

Í  Council will work to develop and promote stable and cohesive communities 

across the Borough.  

  

2.9 ¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƧƛƎǎŀǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ {ǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎΥ-  

  

Z Increased levels of participation in physical activity;  

Z Improved health and wellbeing; and   

Z An enhanced quality of life;  

  

By providing:-  

  

Z High quality leisure and sports services;  

Z Accessible to all via needs-based programmes; and  

Z Sustainable facility provision, enhanced by;  

Z Effective partnership working  

  

2.10 ¢ƘŜ Ψ/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ нлмр-нлмфΩ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

importance of focusing on people and communities, of getting people more 

physically active, of communities working together, of sustainability in the provision 

of facilities and of improved health, both mental and physical, all contributing to an 

ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ  !ƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƪŜȅ ΨŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 

pitches strategy.  

Ψ! .ŜǘǘŜǊ CǳǘǳǊŜ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΥ ! 5ǊŀŦǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ /ŀǳǎŜǿŀȅ 

Coast & Glens 2017-нлолΩΦ  {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

Document, Causeway Coast & Glens Borough Council  

2.11 ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŘǊŀŦǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tƭŀƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘǊee 

overarching long term strategic population outcomes.  These outcomes embrace 

everyone in the Causeway Coast and Glens area, not least the significant section of 

the population which uses the sports and recreation facilities under consideration in 

this report.  
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All people of the  
Causeway Coast  

and Glens .... 

A Thriving Economy 

will contribute to and  
benefit from a thriving  

economy built on a  
culture of growth,  
entrepreneurship,  

innovation and learning 

A Sustainable  
Accessible  

Environment 

will value and benefit  
from a diverse,  
sustainable and  

accessible environment  
with an infrastructure  

that is fit for purpose &  
that enables connections 

A Healthy Safe  
Community 

will contribute to and  
benefit from a healthy,  

connected and safe  
community that nurtures  

resilience, promotes respect  
and supports everyone to  

live well together 
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The Plan emphasises that the three overarching outcomes are interlinked.  So, for 

example, in the context of participation in sport and recreation that requires 

ΨƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ŧƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ, individuals and 

communities will gradually become more active, benefiting their overall health and 

wellbeing.  

  

2.12 Within each overarching outcome are a number of intermediate outcomes.  Several of 

these have strategic relevance to this commission.  Under Ψ! IŜŀƭǘƘȅ {ŀŦŜ 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ hǳǘŎƻƳŜ нΦм ǎǘŀǘŜǎΤ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀǳǎŜǿŀȅ /ƻŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ DƭŜƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦΩ  Sports 

facilities must be suitable and sufficient to enable the development of opportunities 

for participation whether by the Council, sports clubs, community groups or schools.  

  

2.13 {ǘƛƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ψ! IŜŀƭǘƘȅ {ŀŦŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩΣ hǳǘŎƻƳŜ п ǎǘŀǘŜǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ŀǳǎŜǿŀȅ /ƻŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ 

DƭŜƴǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦΩ  Each of the three strands 

to this outcome have strategic relevance:-  

  

4.1 Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ /ŀǳǎŜǿŀȅ /ƻŀǎǘ 

and Glens area.  

  

4.2 There will be increased promotion and sharing of community space 

across the Causeway Coast and Glens.  

  

4.3 The Causeway Coast and Glens area will benefit from sustainable 

community and voluntary activities, leading to an increased sense of 

community beloƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΦΩ  

  

In many cases collaborative working is the way forward in the provision of sports 

facilities which in itself can lead to the sharing of community space and an increased 

sense of community belonging.  For example, a sports facility on an education site 

that is used by schools for curricular and extra-curricular programmes can potentially 

be used by the community outside school hours.  There are examples of this already 

happening within the Council area and more may follow.  

  

2.14 The community planning process, given its outcomes based approach as described in 

the three overarching strategic outcomes is an appropriate way to think about the 

ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΦ  LǘΩǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ 

the Department for Communities looks to community planning to focus on local 

people and to άƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ 
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levels through partnership working, an integrated use of resources and a focus on 

collaboration betweŜƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦέ1  

Ψ{ǇƻǊǘǎ ϧ [ŜƛǎǳǊŜ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩΥ /ŀǳǎŜǿŀȅ /ƻŀǎǘ ϧ DƭŜƴǎ 

Borough Council 2015  

2.15 ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǉǳŀƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ΨǎǳǇǇƭȅΩ όǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎύ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ΨŘŜƳŀƴŘΩ όusage of facilities) relating to four types of sports facilities; 

swimming pools; health & fitness stations; sports halls; synthetic/3G pitches.  The 

ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ΨIŜŀƭǘƘ 

²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ {ǇƻǊǘΩ ǳƴƛǘΣ that is, Ψ! ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ 

need, is affordable and sustainable and improves not only the lives of our community 

ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦΩ  ¢ƘŜ ǳƴƛǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ 

aim is also of relevance to the strategy:-  

Ψ¢ƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻǊǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ /ŀǳǎŜǿŀȅ /ƻŀǎǘ ϧ DƭŜƴǎ  

Borough Council a healthy, vibrant and inclusive community by:-  

  

Z Ensuring the facilities and services on offer meet the needs of the community 

and visitors to the area for the betterment of their health and wellbeing and 

provides the opportunity to increase existing participation levels.  

Z Providing accessible and quality facilities and services for residents and 

visitors to the area which operate in an efficient and effective manner.  

Z Developing and improving partnerships designed to improve the efficiency 

ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦΩ  

  

2.16 ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ΨǿƛŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ which help in setting the 

scene for this commission:-  

  

Z ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ ΨǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊΩΤ ŎƭǳōǎΣ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

community groups will play an increasingly important part.  

Z Revenue savings need to be delivered to help fund investment.  

Z More ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ΨƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǳǇΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ 

can help meet demand.  

Z Some larger and specialist facilities have to be located in areas of high 

population density in order to be accessible by the maximum number of 

people and to be financially viable.  

                                                      
1 Anthony Carleton, Director of Local Government Policy, Department for Communities.  
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Z Facilities in the education sector will need to be opened to wider community 

access to meet local demand.  

Z Specialist facilities may have economic impacts that are beneficial to the 

region.  

  

2.17 The strategy also makes an important point about equal access to facilities:-  

  

Ψ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǳƴƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ 

ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŦǳƭƭȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘǊǳŜ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŜŘ 

rural populations.  It is worth noting that those who live in the 

populous area may have better access to built facilities but they are 

ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ Ψƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǊŜŀŎƘΩ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

people can enjoy healthy physical activities such as mountain biking, 

walking, climbingΣ ŜǘŎΦΩ  

  

2.18 ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ {ǇƻǊǘ bLΩǎ Ψ.ǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŀǇΩ όнллфύ ŦƻǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ 

synthetic pitches in each of the legacy Councils, showing a collective shortfall of 47 

pitches.  However, the report explains that unmet demand across the new Council 

area is a result of inaccessibility which is defined as living further than 20 minutes 

ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƛƳŜκмр ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇƛǘŎƘΦ  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ.ǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ DŀǇΩΣ ƴŜǿ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ  

  

2.19 ¢ƘŜ Ψ{ǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ [ŜƛǎǳǊŜ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ōŀŎƪŘǊƻǇ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ 

ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŎƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ 

based on need, affordability and sustainability to provide quality services in 

collaboration with the community it serves.  

Section Summary  

2.20 So, this review of strategic context provides a rationale and backdrop to the work of 

developing a pitches strategy that could further develop the pitch infrastructure in 

the Borough in a way that is affordable, sustainable, inclusive, high quality and 

consistent with current best practice in public pitch provision.  The review 

underscores the importance of people and communities working together to ensure 

that investment in facilities achieves the best return and contributes most to the 

quality of life for everyone in the Causeway Coast & Glens Borough Council area.  
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3. Executive Summary   

Introduction  

3.1 From the outset an emphasis was placed on getting an accurate picture of participation 

in each sport; this was achieved by obtaining a high response to the survey of all 

sports clubs in the Borough, as follows:-  

  

Sport  No of Clubs  No of Returns  % Returns  

Association football  

Gaelic games  

46  39  85%  

28  28  100%  

Rugby  

Hockey  

Tennis  

Cricket  

Athletics  

4  4  100%  

4  4  100%  

5  5  100%  

5  5  100%  

5  5  100%  

Lawn Bowls  11  11  100%  

  

3.2 {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘΤ мр ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ мт Ǉƻǎǘ 

primary schools and 13 from the 84 primary schools.  Finally, an online questionnaire 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ƴǳƭǘƛ ǳǎŜ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ тл ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎΦ Clubs, 

Teams, Participants and Pitches  

3.3 The survey of sports clubs presented an opportunity to obtain a profile of participation 

across the eight sports in terms of the number of clubs, teams and players, as 

follows:-  

  

Table 3.1:  Clubs and Teams by Sport    

Sport  
No of  

Clubs  

Male  Female  Total  

Teams  %  Teams  %  Teams  %  

Association Football  

Gaelic Games  

Rugby  

46  190  33  21  11  211  27  

28  289  50  146  74  435  56  

4  48  8  0  0  48  6  

Hockey  4  8  2  24  12  32  4  
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Tennis  5  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  

Cricket  

Athletics  

Lawn Bowls  

5  19  3  0  0  19  3  

5  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  

11  22  4  7  3  29  4  

Totals  109  576  100%  198  100%  774  100%  

  

3.4 A summary of players reveals there are 10,155 male participants and 4,024 female 

participants giving a total of 14,179 participants in clubs across the eight sports.  The 

breakdown is as follows:-  

  

 

Supply   

3.5 It was considered important to prepare and present an inventory of all pitches for the 

eight sports in the Council area ς multi use games areas are addressed separately in 

Part 2: Section 12.  The following summary shows tƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ нфф ΨǇƛǘŎƘŜǎΩ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 

eight sports.  
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Tables 3.4, 3.5 and 3.6 present a breakdown of the pitches by sport, type and 

ownership.  
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Table 3.6:  Summary of Other Sports       

  GRASS  ARTIFICIAL TURF  SHALE  BITMAC  POLYMERIC  TOTALS  

Tennis  Bowls  Tennis  Bowls  Athletics  Athletics  Tennis  Tennis  

CC&G Borough Council  6  8  2  0  0  1  23  8  48  

Leased from the Council  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

Education Sector  0  0  11  0  0  1  17  0  29  

Clubs/Community/County 

Board  
0  5  3  0  0  0  2  0  10  

 TOTALS  6  13  16  0  0  2  42  8  87  

  

Further breakdown of the supply of pitches is presented in each sport-specific 

ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ  Lƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ 

note:-  
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Z Pitches are allocated to the sport that best suits their size.  So, for example, 

ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ оD ǇƛǘŎƘ ŀǘ {ŎǊƻƎƎȅ wƻŀŘΣ [ƛƳŀǾŀŘȅ ƛǎ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŀŜƭƛŎ ƎŀƳŜǎ 

ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ оD ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 

football.  This treatment, deemed necessary for inventory purposes, masks 

the fact that 3G pitches are multi sport.  

  

Z AstroTurf pitches are all allocated to hockey as this is their primary purpose.  

However they are also used for association football training and recreational 

plŀȅΦ  {ƻƳŜ a¦D!Ωǎ όtŀǊǘ нΥ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ мнύ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ 

ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ  Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǘƘƛǊǘŜŜƴ ƎǊŀǎǎ 

ΨƪƛŎƪŀōƻǳǘΩ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΤ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

are included in the Facility Inspections: Pitches Report (Appendix 2) and in 

Part 2: Section 4.  

Adequacy of Provision  

3.6 So how is adequacy of provision assessed?  There are three assessment models relevant 

to this project.  

  

Z ΨtƭŀȅƛƴƎ tƛǘŎƘ aƻŘŜƭΩ ς Sport England 2013  

Z ΨDǳƛŘance for Outdoor Sport, Play and Recreation: Beyond the Six Acre 

{ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΩ ς Fields in Trust 2015  

Z ΨCŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ aƻŘŜƭΩ ς Sport Scotland   

  

{ǇƻǊǘ bLΩǎ Ψ.ǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŀǇΥ !ŎǘƛǾŜ tƭŀŎŜǎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ wŜǇƻǊǘΩ όнллф ǿƛǘƘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎύ 

ǳǎŜŘ CƛŜƭŘǎ ƛƴ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǘǳǊŦ 

ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ {ǇƻǊǘ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ aƻŘŜƭ όCtaύ 

to assess the provision of tennis courts, athletics facilities, sports halls and swimming 

ǇƻƻƭǎΦ  CƛŜƭŘǎ ƛƴ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǊŜǎƻƴŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ 

ΨǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 

economic, social and environmental roles and the seeking of positive improvements 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦΩ  It further states that 

Ψǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƻǊ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƭŜǾŜƭ 

of provision; rather they are benchmark standards that can be adjusted to take 

ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦΩ  The Sport England Playing Pitch Model (PPM) 

effectively examines local circumstances by assessing actual demand through 

consultation and survey work with local sports clubs, schools and local community 

groups.  The result is an accurate assessment of adequacy of provision that is locally 

specific, enabling development of the most beneficial investment strategy.  
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Sport England    

3.7 {ǇƻǊǘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ Playing Pitch Model (PPM) has been applied to the assessment of 

provision relating to association football, gaelic games, rugby, hockey and cricket.  

The assessment process matches the number of pitches available (supply) against 

the demand for competitive play.  Three scenarios of supply are considered in 

accordance with the PPM as follows:-  

  

Reference  Description  

Scenario 1  All pitches  

Scenario 2  Pitches with secured community use and pitches used by 

the community but not secured (excludes pitches not 

available to community use).  

Scenario 3  Council pitches only  

  

3.8 Provision across the Council area for each of association football, gaelic games, rugby, 

hockey and cricket is summarised for each scenario, where a positive result indicates 

supply exceeds demand and a negative result indicates supply fails to meet demand.  

It is suggested that in each case Scenario 2 is the most realistic picture of provision 

across these five sports given that it includes all pitches that are available for 

matches, regardless of ownership.  For the remaining sports the PPM principles have 

been applied in an assessment of provision.  

  

3.9  A summary of adequacy of provision using the Sport England PPM model looks like 

this:-  

  

Table 3.7:  Playing Pitch Model ς Adequacy of Provision (Scenario 2)  

Sport  Adequacy of Provision  

Association Football  + 21 pitches  

Gaelic Games  - 8 pitches  

Rugby  + 2 pitches  

Hockey  Even  

Tennis  Surplus hours across all sites  

Cricket  + 1 pitch  
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Athletics  No modern athletics track in CC&G  

Lawn Bowls  Surplus hours across all sites  

Fields in Trust   

3.10 CƛŜƭŘǎ ƛƴ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ2 ΨDǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ {ǇƻǊǘΣ tƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΥ .ŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƛȄ !ŎǊŜ 

{ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΩ is used to highlight adequacy of provision for formal space for association 

football, rugby, hockey, cricket, lacrosse, athletics, tennis, lawn bowls and multi use 

ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜǎ CƛŜƭŘǎ ƛƴ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ 

ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ мплΣутт όнлмм 

census) against the current stock of facilities that are available for community use.34  

  

 
  

3.11 {ǇƻǊǘ bLΩǎ Ψ.ǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŀǇΩ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ŀŘŜǉǳŀŎȅ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ŀǳǎŜǿŀȅ 

Coast & Glens Borough Council areas as follows:-  

                                                      
2 The National Playing Fields Association is re-named Fields in Trust.  
3 {ǇƻǊǘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ψ{ŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ нΩ όǎŜŜ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ оΦтύ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǳǎŜΦ  
4 Sport NI estimates an average pitch size to be 2.5 acres (association football, gaelic games, rugby); 2.5 acres = 1ha.  
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Sports pitches  19 pitches required to meet FiT quantity guideline 
(assessment includes artificial turf pitches in the 
education sector).  
  

Tennis  39 courts required in accordance with FPM.  

Athletics  The 2009 assessment reckoned there was a shortfall of 3 
tracks across the Province.  Supply has increased ς 3 new 
tracks ς yet demand is estimated to have doubled.  
  

Association Football  

Quantity  

3.12 There are 46 association football clubs in the Borough with the following breakdown 

of participants:-  

  

  
Male  Female  

Total  
Junior  Adult  Junior  Adult  

Participants  2,393  1,243  379  81  4,096  

  

The 4,096 participants represents 29% of the total number of participants across the 

eight sports.  

  

3.13 There is total of 75 full size grass association football pitches suitable for adult, youth 

and small sided games matches, and 6 full size 3G pitches.  In addition there is a 

number of youth pitches.    

  

Ownership  Full and Youth Match Pitches  Training Pitches ς varying sizes  

  Grass Full  3G  

Full  

Youth Grass 

+ 3G  
Grass  AstroTurf  3G  Shale  

Clubs/Community  9  1  1 x grass  3  0  2  1  

Education  15  1  5 x grass  2 

x 3G  

9  0  3  0  

CC&G  50  4  2 x grass  5  3  4  1  
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Leased from CC&G  1  0  0  -  -  -  -  

Total  75  6  10  17  3  9  2  

  

3.14 An assessment of adequacy of provision of pitches for association football matches 

shows the following:-  

  

Adequacy of Provision  +21 pitches  Supply Surplus  

  

The assessment suggests that, for adult matches on a Saturday afternoon there is a 

surplus of 21 pitches.  This picture is of course impacted by a number of variables 

including pitch condition, cancellations and changing accommodation being 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ ! ΨōǳŦŦŜǊΩ ƻŦ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎΣ ǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ 

pitches, events/competitions and increased demand in the future.     

  

3.15 Looking at adequacy of provision of pitches for training for association football, it has 

been calculated (see Part 2: Section 4) that the 211 association football teams in the 

Council area require at least 216 training slots (one hour) each week; currently there 

are 210 slots available, an under-supply of 6 slots.  This does not appear to be 

significant under-supply, however 54 (26%) of these slots are on AstroTurf which is 

rapidly becoming less desirable as a training surface for association football due to 

the availability of 3G surfaces; in the survey of clubs just 23% of clubs replied 

ΨŦŀǾƻǳǊŀōƭŜΩ ǿƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳt AstroTurf surfaces for training.  The under-supply of 

training slots increases to 62 when shale and AstroTurf surfaces are removed.  Given 

the over-supply of grass match pitches one option is to convert poorer quality match 

pitches to floodlit training pitches; in this context, technologies such as 

hybrid/sandfibre (a mix of natural grass and synthetic grass) surfaces could be 

considered to increase the capacity of pitches for training.  

Quality  

3.16 For association football all Council pitches and built facilities were inspected and given 

a quality rating.  Facilities in other ownerships were surveyed.  

Pitches  

Summary of Quality Rating for Full and Youth Match Pitches (Grass and 3G)  

Ownership  Good  Standard  Poor  Unknown  
Total number of 

pitches  

Clubs/Community  6  0  0  5  11  
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Education  3  2  2  16  23  

CC&G  41  12  3  1  57  

Leased from CC&G  1  0  0  0  1  

Total  51  14  5  22  92  

  

¢ƘŜ о /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ǊŀǘŜŘ ΨǇƻƻǊΩ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ aƻǎǎƛŘŜ tƭŀȅƛƴƎ CƛŜƭŘǎ όǇƛǘŎƘ bƻ нύΣ wƛŀŘŀ 

Playing Fields (pitch No 6) and Rugby Avenue Playing Fields (pitch No 6).  

  

!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ Ŏƭǳōǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ΨŀǎǎŜǎǎΩ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨƘƻƳŜΩ 

pitch.  

  

Overall Quality of your home pitch   

Answer Option  No of Reponses  % of clubs  

Good  15  48  

Standard  9  29  

Poor  7  23  

Total  31  100%  

Built Facilities   

3.17 For the 28 Council pitches sites that have changing accommodation, quality ratings are 

summarised as follows:-  

  

Good   19  

Standard   6  

Poor   3  

  

The three ΨǇƻƻǊΩ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ .ǳǊƴŦƻƻǘ tƭŀȅƛƴƎ CƛŜƭŘǎ όǇǊŜ-ŦŀōǊƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǳƴƛǘύΣ YƛƴƎΩǎ 

Lane Playing Fields (pre-fabricated unit with water damage evident) and the 

ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǇƛǘŎƘ ŀǘ !ǊƳƻȅ wC/Ωǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ  

Location  

  West  Central  East  

Adult & youth match pitches (inc 3G)  14  26  19  
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Training facilities  12  14  4  

  

3.18 Association football pitches are found in most parts of the Borough, with clusters in the 

urban centres.  However the location map (see map 4.1 in Part 2: Section 4) shows 

there is no Council provision in the area of the Borough that is furthest east.  

Conclusions  

3.19 !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǊŜƭƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ 

accommodation to a much greater extent than the other ΨƭŀǊƎŜ ōŀƭƭΩ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ   

Summary points are made:-  

  

Z Two thirds of the local clubs are prepared to accept 3G for training purposes 

with the remaining clubs mostly taking a neutral position.  With regard to 

matches, 47% have a favourable attitude to using 3G pitches with a further 

37% remaining neutral, giving a total of 84% having either a neutral or 

favourable attitude.  In the knowledge that similar surveys conducted in the 

greater Belfast area5 revealed a more positive response towards the use of 

3G for matches, it may be simply a matter of time for the local clubs to catch 

up with current thinking.  As it stands this result helps to inform the strategic 

development of pitches for association football in the Causeway Coast and 

Glens area and whether synthetic surfaces are the future.  

  

Z There is a perception amongst clubs that pitch maintenance is an issue; 

ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ Ŏƭǳōǎ ǊŀǘŜŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜ ǇƛǘŎƘ ŀǎ ΨǇƻƻǊΩ 

ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ΨōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ 

ōŜŜƴΦΩ  A contributory factor to how pitches are viewed by clubs is likely to 

be the policy on carrying capacity which appears to differ between the 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ς either 1 or 2 matches per week with no training 

use allowed.  

  

Z Thinking about membership in the future, the clubs mostly aspire to 

membership growth although a significant number of clubs reckon their 

membership will fall in the coming years.  Across the 46 clubs there is a total 

of 211 teams involving 4,096 players of which two thirds are small sided 

games and youth players.  Small sided games are presently concentrated at 

Ulster University where demand for pitches each Saturday morning has 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ƻǳǘǎǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅΦ  LǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ LC!Ωǎ ƴŜǿ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊ 

                                                      
5 ΨtƛǘŎƘŜǎ !ǳŘƛǘ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩΤ [ƛǎōǳǊƴ ϧ /ŀǎǘƭŜǊŜŀƎƘ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ нлмсΦ  
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strategy looks to develop a regional hub in each Council area to host small 

sided games and be a focal point for all local IFA activity.  At nearly 90% of 

total membership, the gender balance is heavily weighted towards males, 

suggesting that future facility developments should consider female needs 

especially in relation to changing accommodation.  

  

Z In terms of future needs the clubs emphasise the need for training facilities, 

ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ΨƳƻǊŜΣ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŀǇŜǊΩ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ 

floodlit.  Whilst there are 92 pitches suitable for competition at some level 

across the Borough (all ownerships) there are 29 pitches suitable for training 

όŀƭƭ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎύΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ мн ǎȅƴǘƘŜǘƛŎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ 

grass surfaces are used in some areas for training, however this is likely to 

exacerbate maintenance issues and general playability of a pitch.  

  

3.20 The analysis of demand shows there is an over-supply of pitches for matches ς there 

is a surplus of 21 pitches for Saturday afternoon matches.  Whilst supply is good 

across the Council area there are areas where the quality of pitches and/or changing 

ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉǳǘǎ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǎǘŀŦŦΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎΦ  hƴŜ ǎǘŀǊƪ 

example is at Roe Mill Playing Fields in Limavady where the four grass pitches are 

served by a changing pavilion that has only two team changing rooms; this means 

that only two of the pitches can be used simultaneously.  Area-specific issues such 

as these should be addressed.  

  

3.21 A typical Council-owned grass pitch has capacity for one or, at most two matches, 

usually on a Saturday6; these pitches are not capable of being used for mid-week 

training or matches.  Accessing suitable facilities for training is clearly an issue for 

clubs.  In this regard 93% of thŜ пс Ŏƭǳōǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀ ΨŦŀǾƻǳǊŀōƭŜΩ όср҈ύ ƻǊ ΨƴŜǳǘǊŀƭΩ 

(28%) attitude towards the use of 3G for training.  For matches, 84% of the clubs 

ƘŀǾŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀ ΨŦŀǾƻǳǊŀōƭŜΩ όпт҈ύ ƻǊ ΨƴŜǳǘǊŀƭΩ όот҈ύ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ оDΦ  ¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

results together and in the knowledge that 3G pitches are increasingly found in top 

flight competition, providing 3G facilities is a potential option to enhance the quality 

of provision for association football (and for rugby and gaelic games).  It may also be 

ŀƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ΨƘȅōǊƛŘΩ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨǎŀƴŘ ŦƛōǊŜΩΤ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

combination of natural grass and plastic fibres.  

  

3.22 The Council, owning 51 of the 75 full size grass pitches and 4 of the 7 3G pitches is 

the primary provider of pitches for association football.  Just over two-thirds of the 

                                                      
6 ! ǎŀƴŘ ƳŀǘǘǊŜǎǎ ƎǊŀǎǎ ǇƛǘŎƘ όΨtǊǳƴǘȅΩύ ƻǊ ŀ ǎŀƴŘ ŦƛōǊŜ ƎǊŀǎs/synthetic mix pitch has a greater carrying capacity but 

requires a good deal more maintenance input.  
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4,096 participants linked to clubs are junior, playing either small sided games or in 

youth leagues.  The sport is male-dominated with only 11% female participants.  

With the global rise in female participation in team sports generally and in 

association football particularly7 the reasons for this unbalance in the Causeway 

Coast and Glens area need to be understood and addressed.  

  

3.23 ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ΨŎƭǳōΩ ƛǎ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƛǘ ōŜƎǎ 

the question ς what constitutes a club?  Of the 35 clubs fielding only adult teams only 

6 have more than one team.  Five of these clubs have two teams and the remaining 

club has three teams.  This question becomes important when the Council is 

considering applications for funding support and whether its investment decisions 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ  Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜǎ 

ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎƛƴƎ ŀ ΨŎƭǳōΩ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀƭƭ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ  

Gaelic Games  

Quantity  

3.24  There are 28 gaelic games clubs in the Borough with the following breakdown of 

participants:-  

  

  
Male  Female  

Total  
Junior  Adult  Junior  Adult  

Participants  2,715  1,528  1,541  686  6,470  

  

The 6,470 participants represents 46% of the total number of participants across the 

eight sports.  

  

3.25 Gaelic games clubs by and large train and play matches on the same pitch; often a pitch 

is used every weekday evening and during the weekend.  Gaelic games are mostly 

played during the spring and summer months when grass pitches are easier to 

maintain than during the autumn and winter months, although with an average of 

15 teams per club the quality of pitches does become an issue for some clubs.  

  

Gaelic Games Pitches used for matches and training   
  

                                                      
7 In 2014/15 there were 1.2m registered female players across Europe, a five-fold increase from 1985 according to 

UEFA.  
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Ownership  
Grass 

Full  

3G  

Full/Youth  

Youth Grass  Training (grass 

AstroTurf, tarmac)  

Clubs/County Board  39  1 x youth 1 

x full  

9  3 x training  

Education  3  0  5  1 x Tarmac  

Playground  

CC&G  1  1 x Full 1 

x Youth  

0  1 x AstroTurf  

Leased from CC&G  0  0  1  0  

Total  43  4  15  5  

  

3.26 An assessment of adequacy of provision of pitches for gaelic games matches and 

training shows the following:-  

  

Adequacy of Provision   -8 pitches  Supply Shortfall   

  

The assessment accounts for training which takes place on most gaelic games pitches 

in addition to matches.  Consideration of training alongside matches suggests that 

demand outstrips supply as noted by a number of clubs in need of additional training 

facilities.  

Quality  

3.27 ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƎŀŜƭƛŎ ƎŀƳŜǎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ όƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ !¢tΩǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎύ ǿŜǊŜ 

inspected and given a quality rating.  Pitches in other ownerships were surveyed.  

Council-owned built facilities linked to gaelic games are included in association 
football.  

Pitches   

Summary of Quality Rating for Gaelic Pitches (Grass and 3G)  
 

Ownership  Good  Standard  Poor  Unknown  
Total number of 

pitches  

Clubs/Community  33  9  6  3  51  

Education  3  1  2  2  8  

CC&G  2  1  0  0  3  
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Total  38  11  8  5  62  

  

¢ƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ǊŀǘŜŘ ΨǇƻƻǊΩ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ 5ǳƴƭƻȅ /ǳŎƘǳƭƭŀƛƴǎΣ hǿŜƴ .ŜƎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ 

9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜΣ wǳŀƛǊƛ hƎΣ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ wŀǎƘŀǊƪƛƴΣ {ǘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ 5ǊǳƳǎǳǊƴ ŀƴŘ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΩǎ 

Foreglen.  

Location  

  West  Central  East  

Adult & youth match pitches  25  11  22  

Training pitches  2  -  1  

  

3.28 Gaelic games pitches are mostly provided by clubs and schools therefore there is a 

strong link between where the demand is and where pitches are found. 

Conclusions  

3.29 Whilst gaelic games clubs mostly operate their own facilities the extent of participation 

ς each club has 15 teams on average ς Ǉǳǘǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻƴ ŎƭǳōǎΩ ƎǊŀǎǎ 

pitches for training and matches.  Survey results show that the average weekly use 

ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƭǳōΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇƛǘŎƘ ƛǎ нп ƘƻǳǊǎΦ  /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŦƻǊ 

training and matches, including the grass gaelic games pitch at Quay Road, 

Ballycastle, however clubs are keen to develop their own grounds with an emphasis 

on the need to facilitate winter training (3G, floodlights, changing accommodation).  

  

3.30 Gaelic games participation figures (clubs) account for 46% of total participation across 

all 8 sports.  Females account for 34% of gaelic games participation.  Developing 

partƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƎŀŜƭƛŎ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŎƭǳōǎΩ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ 

constrained by facilities.  By way of example, three camogie clubs (Ballycastle 

/ŀƳƻƎƛŜ /ƭǳōΣ {ǘ /ŀƴƛŎŜΩǎ [ŀŘƛŜǎ D!/Σ 5ǳƴƎƛǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ {ǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ /ŀƳƻƎƛŜ /ƭǳō ŀƭǎƻ 

in Dungiven) have no club facilities, relying on Council and other club facilities.  

Between them they field 27 teams, mostly underage but with 3 adult teams.  These 

clubs feel their development potential is particularly constrained.  

  

3.31 Gaelic games clubs in the Borough are a major provider of sports facilities and 

opportunities to play sport.  There are 11 teams for every 1 pitch, pointing to the 

ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ΨǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŀŘΩ ƻŦ ǇƛǘŎƘ ǳǎŜ ōȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ  {ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ΨǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜΩ ǘraining facility?  The Ulster Council GAA recognises 

the use of 3G for training and matches to a certain level, however this does not mean 

clubs have the same acceptance.  The challenge is to provide suitable facilities in 
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suitable locations that will be accepted by and support clubs in their development 

aspirations.  Provision could be developed either in a centralised hub or as clubbased 
facilities.   

Rugby  

Quantity  

 3.32  There are 4 rugby clubs in the Borough with the following breakdown of  

participants:-  

  

  
Male  Female  

Total  
Junior  Adult  Junior  Adult  

Participants  630  198  28  0  856  

  

The 856 participants represents 6% of the total number of participants across the 

eight sports.  

  

3.33 As with gaelic games, rugby clubs typically train and play matches on the same pitch.  

Given rugby is played through the autumn and winter months training pitches are 

often floodlit.  Careful maintenance regimes are required to ensure pitches hold up 

throughout the season.  

  

Rugby Pitches used for matches and 

training 

    

Ownership  Full Grass  Youth Grass  
Training 

(AstroTurf, 3G)  

Clubs  8  1  0  

Education  14  8  0  

CC&G  28  0  1 x AstroTurf, 1 x 3G  

Total  24  9    

  

3.34  An assessment of adequacy of provision of pitches for rugby matches shows the 

following:-  

  

                                                      
8 These 2 pitches are at Armoy Rugby Club; the ground is owned by the Council, leased to the club.  
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Adequacy of Provision  +2 pitches  Slight surplus   

  

The assessment does not account for training which often takes place on most rugby 

pitches in addition to matches.  Most training needs are able to be accommodated 

at club facilities, however two clubs access Council facilities for mid-week training 

sessions.  

Quality  

3.35 A summary of the quality of adult and youth pitches, as far as information was made 

available, is as follows:-  

  

Summary of Quality Rating for Grass Rugby Pitches (Full and Youth)   

Ownership  Good  Standard  Poor  Unknown  
Total number of 

pitches  

Clubs  5  1  0  3  9  

Education  4  0  0  18  22  

CC&G  0  1  1  0  2  

Total  9  2  1  21  33  

  

The Council has no built facilities linked to rugby on sites that it operates.  It does, 

however lease a site to Armoy RFC.  The pavilion here is no longer fit for purpose.  

  

  

  

Location  

  West  Central  East  

Adult & youth match pitches   8  15  10  

  

3.36 As with gaelic games rugby pitches are linked to clubs and schools so the spread of 

pitches mirrors the spread of clubs. Conclusions   

3.37 Rugby clubs tend to train and play matches on club pitches where changing 

accommodation and social facilities are also available.  A total of 48 teams are fielded 

across the four clubs involving 856 players from 6 years of age through to adult; only 

28 players are female and these in the 6-11 years junior category.  As with association 
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football the under representation of female players presents an opportunity for 

future sports development programmes.  

  

3.38 Three of the four clubs are prepared to train on 3G pitches; Limavady RFC trains at the 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ {ŎǊƻƎƎȅ wƻŀŘ ǇƛǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ /ƻƭŜǊŀƛƴŜ wǳƎōȅ /ƭǳō ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ the AstroTurf 

ŀƴŘ оD ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ wǳƎōȅ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ǎƛǘŜΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŜŀŎƘ ŀǎǇƛǊŜ 

to having a club-based 3G pitch for training.  

  

3.39 Three of the four clubs see membership growing over the next five years with the 

fourth club reckoning membership will stay the same.  Interestingly, all four clubs 

see neither a decrease or an increase in female membership which presently 

accounts for just over 3% of total membership across the clubs.  This would appear 

ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ ƻŘŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƭǎǘŜǊ .ǊŀƴŎƘΩǎ vision of growing female participation.  

  

3.40 There is a good supply of rugby pitches in the Borough, facilitating training and 

ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎΦ  wǳƎōȅΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜǎ оD ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ 
yet the local clubs tend to view 3G as a stronger option for training than for matches.  

Hockey  

Quantity  

 3.41  There are 4 hockey clubs in the Borough with the following breakdown of  

participants:-  

  

  

  

  
Male  Female  

Total  
Junior  Adult  Junior  Adult  

Participants  90  24  481  159  754  

  

The 754 participants represents 5% of the total number of participants across the 

eight sports.  

  

3.42 Whilst shale pitches still persist in some school and Council sites, Ulster Hockey requires 

that matches are played on AstroTurf pitches, either sand (dressed or filled) or water.  

Shale pitches are included in this inventory for sake of completeness and recognising 

that they may be considered for conversion to an accepted sports surface at some 

point in the future.  



 

 Strategy Page | 29   

  

Causeway Coast & Glens Borough  Council   
Pitches Condition Survey & Strategy   
Part 1: Strategic Recommendations                                       

  

Hockey Pitches used for matches and training    

Ownership  AstroTurf pitch  Shale  

CC&G  3  1  

Education  1 (+1 training)  9  

Community  0  1  

Total  5  11  

  

3.43 An assessment of adequacy of provision of pitches (excluding shale pitches) for hockey 

matches shows the following:-  

  

Adequacy of Provision  +2 pitches  Slight surplus  

  

¢ƘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƭŀǊƎŜ ōŀƭƭΩ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ 

(association football, gaelic games, rugby) favour 3G pitches over AstroTurf, hockey 

clubs are now more able to access AstroTurf pitches for mid-week training. Quality  

3.44 A summary of the quality of hockey pitches including shale and as far as information 

was made available is as follows:-  

  

Summary of Quality Rating for Hockey Pitches (AstroTurf and Shale)   

Ownership  Good  Standard  
Poor 

(Shale)  
Unknown  

Total number of 

pitches  

CC&G  3  0  1  0  4  

Education  0  0  0  11  11  

Community  0  0  0  1  1  

Total  3  0  1  12  16  

  

!ƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ !ǎǘǊƻ¢ǳǊŦ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŀǘŜŘ ΨƎƻƻŘΩ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘ 

at Quay Road is less favoured than the pitches at Joey Dunlop Leisure Centre/Riada 

tƭŀȅƛƴƎ CƛŜƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ wǳƎōȅ !ǾŜƴǳŜΣ /ƻƭŜǊŀƛƴŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ !ǎǘǊƻ¢ǳǊŦ ǇƛǘŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ 

be developed at the new shared campus post primary school in Ballycastle ς Cross 

& Passion and Ballycastle High.  The new campus will also have a gaelic games 3G 

pitch and an association football grass pitch.  Working in partnership with the 
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Education Authority and the schools the Council is set to invest in these pitches to 

make them suitable for use by the wider community.  

Location  

  West  Central  East  

AstroTurf  2  1  2  

Shale  -  10  1  

  

3.45 Each of the four hockey clubs has access to one of the four full size AstroTurf pitches 

in the Borough, three of which are Council owned, one in the education sector. 

Conclusions   

3.46 In ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ tƻǊǘǊǳǎƘ aŜƴΩǎ IƻŎƪŜȅ /ƭǳōΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ vǳŀȅ wƻŀŘ 

AstroTurf pitch, is of the opinion that the pitch is in poor condition and that the 

carpet/surface is nearing the end of its lifespan.  Ballymoney Hockey Club is of the 

opinion that maintenance of the AstroTurf pitch at the Joey Dunlop Leisure Centre is 

poor and comment on the lack of female changing accommodation.  Limavady Ladies 

IƻŎƪŜȅ /ƭǳō Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƘƻŎƪŜȅ ǇƛǘŎƘΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ WƻƘƴ 

Hunter grounds in the town.  Coleraine Ladies Hockey Club took the opportunity to 

compliment the new Council on the AstroTurf pitch at Rugby Avenue stating it has 

ōŜŜƴ ΨǿŜƭƭ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ 

ƘƻŎƪŜȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦΩ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀn important point as it demonstrates the link between 

high quality facilities and the development of sport.  

  

3.47 Between them the four hockey clubs field 32 teams and a total of 754 players of which 

85% are female.  In this regard club hockey in the Causeway Coast and Glens area is 

perhaps one of the few sports where the majority of participants are female.  This 

presents two opportunities in relation to hockey sports development and the 

development of hockey facilities; (i) to consolidate and further develop female 

participation, and (ii) to grow male participation.  

  

3.48 Schools hockey is an important factor in the development of club hockey.  Each of the 

four clubs has a link with a local hockey playing post primary school from which  

it draws players.  This school-club link in hockey is found elsewhere throughout the 

Province.  This link alongside the unsuitability of shale pitches for hockey training or 

matches has led increasingly to hockey-playing post primary schools looking to 

develop on-site AstroTurf facilities, at least one and, in some cases, two pitches.  

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ /ƻƭŜǊŀƛƴŜ DǊŀƳƳŀǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƭǊƛŀŘŀ 
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School aspire to develop on-site AstroTurf pitches in order to adequately facilitate 

the delivery and development of hockey during curriculum time.  

  

3.49 As the Council thinks about future facility provision for hockey, the growth in the 

popularity of 3G pitches for large ball sports (mostly for training) needs to be 

considered.  AstroTurf pitches came to be regarded as multi-sport, however the 

ŀŘǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ оD ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŦƻǊ !¢tΩǎ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ !ǎǘǊƻ¢ǳǊŦ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ 

by 3G pitches which are more suited to large ball sports.  

  

3.50 There is a risk that as more 3G pitches are developed and as hockey-playing post 

primary schools develop on-ǎƛǘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ !ǎǘǊƻ¢ǳǊŦ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜǎǎ 

used by large ball sports and by schools.  

Tennis  

Quantity  

 3.51  There are 5 tennis clubs in the Borough with the following breakdown of  

participants:-  

  

  
Male  Female  

Total  
Junior  Adult  Junior  Adult  

Participants  138  136  89  118  481  

  

The 481 participants represents just over 3% of the total number of participants 

across the eight sports.  

  

3.52 Tennis is a popular activity in the Council area.  The stock of courts is provided by the 

Council, clubs and schools.  The long established summer tournaments on 

.ŀƭƭȅŎŀǎǘƭŜΩǎ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

throughout Ireland.  There are four different surfaces in use across the 68 courts.  

¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǘ tƻǊǘǊǳǎƘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ 

Grounds with 12 bitmac courts of which 4 are not in regular use.  

  

  

  

  Council  

(9 sites)  

Club  

(2 sites)  

Education 

(12 sites)  
Totals  
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Bitmac  23  2  16  41  

Natural grass  6  -  -  6  

Polymeric  8  -  -  8  

AstroTurf/Artificial grass  2  3  8  13  

Totals  39  5  24  68  

  

 3.53  An assessment of adequacy of provision of courts for tennis  shows the following:-  

  

Adequacy of Provision  + 568 court hours  Supply surplus  

  

This shows the supply of courts comfortably meets demand based on a number of 

assumptions.  The surplus court hours (excluding Portrush Recreation Grounds) 

equates to approximately 2 hours per court per day.  A particular challenge for tennis 

clubs is that ǘǿƻ Ŏƭǳōǎ ΨǎƘŀǊŜΩ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǘ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ tŀǊƪΦ  

Quality  

3.54 A summary of the quality of tennis courts in all ownerships as far as information was 

made available is as follows:-  

  

Tennis Court Quality         

Ownership  No of Courts  Good  Standard  Poor  Unknown  

Clubs  5  3  0  2  0  

Council  39  16  9  14  0  

Education  24  -  9  5  10  

Total No  68  16  18  24  10  

Total %   100%  24%  26%  35%  15%  

  

hŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ оф ŎƻǳǊǘǎΣ мп ŀǊŜ ǊŀǘŜŘ ΨǇƻƻǊΩΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ŀǘ wƻŜ aƛƭƭ 

Playing Fields (2) and Portrush Recreation Grounds (12).  Whilst the bitmac courts at 

!ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ tŀǊƪ ŀǊŜ ǊŀǘŜŘ ΨǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΩ /ƻƭŜǊŀƛƴŜ ¢Ŝƴƴƛǎ /ƭǳō ƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 

not suitable for club matches.  The Council has changing accommodation at eight of 

its tennis sites.  They are rated as follows:-  

  

Good  5  
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Standard  -  

Poor  3  

  

¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ΨǇƻƻǊΩ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǘ .ŀƭƭȅŎŀǎǘƭŜΣ wƻŜ aƛƭƭ Playing Fields and 

Portrush Recreation Grounds.  

Location  

   West  Central  East  

All courts   9  38  23  

  

3.55 Tennis courts are clustered in the Central area and the Ballymoney area.  There is no 

provision in Glens area beyond Ballycastle. Conclusions   

3.56 Tennis participation and development is partially constrained by the condition of some 

facilities, both Council and club owned.  The clubs and the governing body are of the 

opinion that bitmac surfaces are unsuitable for club matches, pointing to 

AstroTurf/artificial grass as a minimum standard.  Sport England guidance suggests 

ōƛǘƳŀŎ όǇƻǊƻǳǎ ƳŀŎŀŘŀƳύ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ΨǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΩ 

ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǇƻƭȅƳŜǊƛŎ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ΨǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎκǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǳǎŜΩΦ  /ƭǳō Ƴŀǘches are 

played either on bitmac surfaces (2 courts at Garvagh Tennis Club, 4 courts at 

Anderson Park), AstroTurf/artificial grass surfaces (3 courts at Limavady Recreation 

Club), natural grass or polymeric surfaces (11 courts at Ballycastle Tennis Complex).  

¢ƘŜ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ŏƭǳōǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ .ŜƭŦŀǎǘ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ ΨōǳōōƭŜǎΩ 

in some clubs facilitate indoor training and matches during the winter months.  In 

ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōǎΩ ǾƛŜǿ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ  

  

3.57 ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǘ tƻǊǘǊǳǎƘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ 

Grounds which has twelve bitmac tennis courts, a pavilion and two bowling greens.  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ Ŏƭǳō ōŀǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ΨǇƻƻǊΩΤ 

colouring on the courts is faded and the pavilion building is in need of upgrading or 

replacement.  Four of the courts are reportedly not used and the remaining eight 

courts are mostly used during the summer months for recreational tennis and sports 

development programmes.  Recent consultation between the Council and the 

Coleraine-based tennis clubs suggests these clubs have no interest in re-locating to 

Portrush Recreation Grounds due to the exposed nature of the site.  This being the 

case the scale of tennis provision at Portrush Recreation Grounds should be 

reviewed.  
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3.58 Whilst the assessment of adequacy of provision demonstrates supply comfortably 

meets demand this is across several sites, clubs and Council.  The particular challenge 

for tennis is that whilst some courts lie idle for a good deal of time, others are heavily  

used ς !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ tŀǊƪΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ΨƘƻƳŜΩ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ŎƭǳōǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ōŜƎǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ Ŏŀƴ 

the load be evened out across the existing courts?  

Cricket  

Quantity  

 3.59  There are 5 cricket clubs in the Borough with the following breakdown of  

participants:-  

  

  
Male  Female  

Total  
Junior  Adult  Junior  Adult  

Participants  248  85  31  0  364  

  

The 364 participants represents nearly 3% of the total number of participants across 

the eight sports.  

  

3.60 /ǊƛŎƪŜǘ ǎǉǳŀǊŜǎ όƻǊ ΨŦƛŜƭŘǎΩύ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǊǳƎōȅ Ŏƭǳōǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿƛŎƪŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ 

positioned between two pitches which then forms the outfield during the cricket 

season.  There are 11 cricket squares in the Council area, 6 of which are clubs with 

the remaining 5 in the education sector.  

  

3.61  An assessment of adequacy of provision of pitches for cricket matches shows the 

following:-  

  

Adequacy of Provision  +1 Pitch  Slight supply surplus  

  

Based on a range of assumptions, supply meets demand for all age categories. 

Quality   

3.62 A summary of the quality of cricket squares as far as information was made available 

is as follows:-  

  

Cricket Squares used for matches and training   
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Ownership  
No of cricket 

squares  
Good  Standard  Poor  Unknown  

Clubs  6  5  1  0  0  

Education  5  -  -  -  5  

Total  11  5  1  -  5  

Location  

  West  Central  East  

All pitches  6  5  1  

  

3.63 Cricket facilities are linked to the clubs which operate them, mostly located in the West 

and Central areas. Conclusions  

3.64 Whilst there is some surplus supply across the five clubs, one club makes the point that 

more practice facilities are needed to facilitate the development of female 

participation and to accommodate its growing youth programme.  Participation in 

cricket is exclusively male with the exception of a group of girls ς mostly primary 

school age ς involved at Coleraine Cricket Club.  Cricket Ireland, whilst having a clear 

female development pathway acknowledges there is a huge potential for more 

female participation.  The local clubs mostly do not see adult female participation 

growing over the next five years although two clubs anticipate an increase in 

prejunior female participation.  

  

3.65 As recently as June 2017 Cricket Ireland received the news that its application to the 

International Cricket Council (ICC) for Full Membership and Test status was 

successful.  This brings with it not only a heightened awareness of the game locally 

but also a doubling of ICC funding.  The governing body is already talking about 

investment in facilities across the country in which there could be opportunities for 

the Council to work with clubs and the governing body towards increased 
participation, especially of females.  

Athletics  

Quantity   

 3.66  There are 5 athletics clubs in the Borough with the following breakdown of  

participants:-  
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Male  Female  

Total  
Junior  Adult  Junior  Adult  

Participants  92  163  97  176  528  

  

The 528 participants represents nearly 4% of the total number of participants across 

the eight sports.  

  

3.67 The accepted minimum standard for athletics training and competition is a 400m 

Ψ¢ŀǊǘŀƴΩ όǘƘƛƴƪ ǇƻƭȅƳŜǊƛŎύ track with in-field facilities for throwing and jumping 

disciplines.  There is no such track in the Council area; the closest tracks are in 

Derry/Londonderry, Magherafelt and Antrim.  There is however a 400m shale track 

at Rugby Avenue in Coleraine and a shorter distance shale track at Coleraine 

Grammar School.  

  

3.68 It is suggested that whilst there is no modern athletics track in the Causeway Coast and 

Glens area presently more detailed research and analysis of need is needed to test 
the feasibility of developing a facility.  

Quality   

3.69 ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎƘŀƭŜ ŀǘƘƭŜǘƛŎǎ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŀǘ wǳƎōȅ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘŜŘΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ 

poor condition with weed growth on the track and the long jump pit poorly defined.  

The track is not lined.  

Location  

   West  Central  East  

Shale Tracks   -  2  -  

  

3.70  The two shale running tracks are in the Central area in Coleraine town. 

Conclusions  

3.71 The overall view is one of clubs making doing with a lack of fit for purpose training 

facilities. Pegasus AC Coleraine state that the lack of good facilities is the major 

reason club membership has stagnated and is beginning to drop. The club is 

ambitious to provide quality athletics training and competitive opportunities for 

youth and adults but feels constrained by facilities.  Springwell Running Club is the 

largest of the five athletics clubs with over 300 members splitting training over a 
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number of different sites. Their continued use of a shale track is likely to limit the 

long term potential competitive performance of its members.  Ballycastle Running 

Club would like to provide opportunities for youth members but clearly cannot do 

that without safe well-lit facilities.  Rasharkin and Glens clubs again are dependent 

on roads and public areas for training.  From consultation responses it would appear 

there is a lack of well lit paths in smaller settlements that can be used by runners.  

  

3.72 LǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘhat athletics clubs in the Borough are constrained in their development and 

in delivery of training sessions by not have modern fit for purpose facilities.   

However given the nature of running (clubs train in a variety of landscapes and 

topographies from ǳǊōŀƴ ǘƻ ǊǳǊŀƭύ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ 

track may be.  Focused research and feasibility work with clubs and schools would 

be needed to demonstrate the extent of need.  In the meantime Athletics NI is of the 

opinion that given the interest in running clubs in the Causeway Coast and Glens 

area, an athletics track with in-field facilities for throwing and jumping disciplines is 

needed to help promote and develop the sport.  Ulster University has an idea to 

construct such a facility adjacent to its Cromore Road North Entrance on the site of 

three former shale pitches.  

  

3.73 LǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ŀǘƘƭŜǘƛŎǎ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ 

balance of all eight sports in their membership ς 52% female, 48% male.  

Lawn Bowls  

Quantity  

 3.74  There are 11 lawn bowls clubs in the Borough with the following breakdown of  

participants:-  

  

  
Male  Female  

Total  
Junior  Adult  Junior  Adult  

Participants  27  445  8  150  630  

  

The 630 participants represents over 4% of the total number of participants across 

the eight sports.  

  

3.75 There are 13 bowling greens across 11 sites; 2 sites (Portrush Recreation Grounds, The 

Warren) each have 2 greens.  From a quantitative analysis of training and match 
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green time needs at each of the 11 sites it is clear that supply comfortably meets 

demand.  

Quality  

 3.76  A summary of the quality of bowling greens in all ownership is as follows:-  

  

Bowling Greens ς Number and Quality        

Ownership  No of Greens  Good  Standard  Poor  Unknown  

Clubs  5  3  2  0  0  

Council  8  1  6  1  0  

Totals  13  4  8  1  0  

  

¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǊŀǘŜŘ ΨǇƻƻǊΩ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƎǊŜŜƴǎ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ tƻǊǘǎǘŜǿŀǊǘΦ  

  

3.77 ΨtǊƛǾŀǘŜΩ Ŏƭǳō ōƻǿƭƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŀǘŜŘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƎǊŜŜƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

Council has changing accommodation at its six lawn bowls sites.  They are rated as 

follows:-  

  

Good  4  

Standard  -  

Poor  2  

  

¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ΨǇƻƻǊΩ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ facilities at Dungiven (pre-fabricated unit) and 

Portrush Recreation Grounds.  The changing accommodation/pavilion at Portrush 

Recreation Grounds is in poor condition.  

Location  

   West  Central  East  

All greens   2  9  2  

  

3.78 Bowling greens are mostly found in the Central area with two each in the West and 

East.  There are no bowling greens in the Glens area.  
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Conclusions  

3.79 The demand for bowling greens is comfortably met by the provision of 13 natural grass 

bowling greens across the Council area which serve the needs of the 11 clubs.  Five 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΩΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ  9ŀŎƘ 

of the remaining six clubs is linked to a Council facility; there are no greens not in 

use.  Average membership across all clubs is 57, however three clubs ς Brookgreen 

Bowling Club, Dungiven Outdoor Bowling Club, Portstewart Bowling Club ς have low 

numbers (31, 24 and 25 respectively) which poses a risk to their ability to field teams 

and perhaps their sustainability in the long term9.  The private clubs have significantly 

higher membership than those linked to a Council facility.  

  

3.80 Clubs were asked to consider their attitude to types of surface ς synthetic and grass; 

10 of the 11 clubs gave a response.  For matches and training 8 of the 10 clubs are 

not in favour of a synthetic surface, 1 club is neutral and 1 club has a favourable 

ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ ǎȅƴǘƘŜǘƛŎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ !ƭƭŜƴ tŀǊƪ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎ /ƭǳō ƛƴ 

Antrim, when the Council moved it from a natural grass to a synthetic green was 

initially sceptical but after a period of time now prefer synthetic to grass.  

  

3.81 /ƭǳōǎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎƪŜŘ ΨǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ōƻǿƭƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΩΚ  Four of the six clubs replied, 

ΨƴƻΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ Ŏƭǳōǎ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ Ψƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜΩΣ ǿƛǘƘ tƻǊǘǊǳǎƘ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎ /ƭǳō ŀŘŘƛƴƎΣ 

ΨǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘȅǇŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ Ŏƭǳō ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 

ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦΩ  

  

3.82 For maintaining its 8 greens the Council will pay around £80,000 annually in labour 

alone with additional costs for equipment, fuel and materials.  These greens facilitate 

6 of the 11 clubs with 206 members between them, costing around £390 per 

member.  This appears to be a very high level of subsidy which could be reduced by 

replacing natural grass with synthetic greens.  Whilst the cost of replacement is in 

the order of £110,000 to £120,000 for a single green the saving comes in ease of 

maintenance that can potentially be taken on by club members.  

aǳƭǘƛ ¦ǎŜ DŀƳŜǎ !ǊŜŀǎ όa¦D!Ωǎύ  

                                                      
9 A feasibility report on bowling facilities by A&NBC concluded that an ideal number of members in a healthy club is 

60.  There is no governing body guidance on the ideal membership for a sustainable club, however 5 clubs in the 

city of Melville (Australia) average 160 members yet report a 16% drop in membership in the 5 years to 2016.  
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Quantity   

3.83 There are 19 Council-ƻǿƴŜŘ a¦D!Ωǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǾŀǊȅƛƴƎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΦ  DƻƛƴƎ 

by Sport England guidance on dimensions half belong to play, half to sport.  The 

opportunity now is to define what a MUGA is so that future developments have a 

ŎƭŜŀǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ƪŜȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ  

  

MUGA  

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ  

Operational  

Area  

Dimension 

(metres)  

Area 

(m2)  

L x W 

Ratio  

Does MUGA meet  

Sport England m2 

guidance?  

1. Articlave  Central  28 x 16  448  1.75:1  No  

2. Ballintoy  East  20 x 12  240  1.66:1  No  

3. Ballybogey  Central  36 x 20  720  1.80:1  Yes  

4. Ballysally  Central  48 x 22  1,056  2.18:1  Yes  

5. Coleraine West  Central  35 x 25  875  1.40:1  Yes  

6. Drumbolcan Park  East  23 x 14  322  1.64:1  No  

7. Dungiven  West  26 x 13  338  2.00:1  No  

8. Garron Road  East  30 x 15  450  2.00:1  No  

9. Garvagh  Central  34 x 14  476  2.43:1  No  

10. Glebeside  East  36 x 24  864  1.50:1  Yes  

11. Glentaisie  East  25 x 16  400  1.56:1  No  

12. Kilrea  Central  45 x 20  900  2.25:1  Yes  

13. Macfin  East  26 x 16  416  1.62:1  No  

14. Macosquin  Central  38 x 20  760  1.90:1  Yes  

15. McCamphill Park  East  38 x 18  684  2.11:1  Yes  

16. Megaw Park  East  44 x 32  1,408  1.37:1  Yes  

17. Millburn  Central  30 x 18  540  1.66:1  No  

18. Stranocum   East  28 x 16  448  1.75:1  No  

19. Windyhall  Central  40 x 24  960  1.66:1  Yes   

Quality  

3.84 !ƭƭ мф a¦D!Ωǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ 

assessment, summarised as follows:-  

  

Good  12  a¦D!Ωǎ  
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Standard  5  a¦D!Ωǎ  

Poor  2  a¦D!Ωǎ  

  

¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǊŀǘŜŘ ΨǇƻƻǊΩ ŀǊŜ /ƻƭŜǊŀƛƴŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ŀƴŘ DŀǊǊƻƴ wƻŀŘΦ    

  

Coleraine West A lack of markings along with rusting basketball boards and 

fencing posts devoid of paint/covering.  

  

 Garron Road  Hazard presented by five-a-side and basketball  

posts.  

Location  

  West  Central  East  

!ƭƭ a¦D!Ωǎ  1  9  9  

  

3.85 ¢ƘŜ a¦D!Ωǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΣ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳǊōŀƴ 

centres of Coleraine and Ballymoney.  There is only one in the west area, in the village 

of Dungiven whilst there are none in Limavady.  There is no provision in the villages 

of Cushendall and Cushendun. Conclusions  

3.86 ! ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ƛƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƻŦ a¦D!Ωǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ 

management information relating to their usage.  This may be partly because their 

collective purpose appears to be a mix of play, recreational activity and sport; each  

MUGA may be viewed slightly differently depending on its design features and its 
location.  The foregoing research and analysis informs a number of key 
ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ a¦D!Ωǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
  

Z ¢ƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ a¦D!Ωǎ ǾŀǊƛŜǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭȅΦ  LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ 

ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŜŀŎƘ a¦D!Ωǎ ƪŜȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ όǇƭŀȅ ƻǊ ǎǇƻǊǘύ ǘƘŜƴ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

Sport England guidance half belong to play, half to sport.  For future 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ a¦D!Ωǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ to 

design it accordingly.  This would also assist with how a MUGA is marketed.  

  

Z Looking at Fields in Trust guidance there is a shortfall in provision.  Mapping 

shows gaps in provision in the Glens area and in Limavady.  Survey results 

suggest further gaps in parts of Coleraine.  
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Z Lƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ a¦D!Ωǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ 

participation in play and/or sport by individuals and groups.  However their 

ΨŎŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘΩ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΣ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǳǎŜǊǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ 

within walking distance.  So gaps in provision will tend to constrain 

participation, especially if local alternatives are not available.  

  

3.87 DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ a¦D!Ωǎ όYƛƭǊŜŀΣ DŀǊǾŀƎƘΣ !ǊǘƛŎƭŀǾŜΣ aŀŎƻǎǉǳƛƴύ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ 

by local association football clubs for training there is potential that with certain 

design features (eg, surface type, lighting, size) they could be presented and 

marketed (and charged) for training, helping to relieve pressure on full size 3G 
facilities.  

Kickabout Areas  

Quantity   

3.88 Across the Council area there are 13 grass kickabout areas identified.  Some may be 

suitable for seven-a-side association football.  Five are in the West area, seven are in 

ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨƪƛŎƪŀōƻǳǘǎΩ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ poor 

presentation.  However the kickabout at Glebeside, Ballymoney has changing 

accommodation; the remaining sites have no changing accommodation.  

  

Site Identity  Council Area  Quality  

Aghanloo Kickabout  West  Standard  

Carnany Kickabout  East  Poor  

Dromore Kickabout  West  Poor  

Drumnavalley Kickabout  West  Standard  

Feeny Kickabout  West  Poor  

Glebeside Kickabout  East  Standard  

Graymount Park Kickabout  East  Poor  

Islandmore Kickabout  Central  Poor  

Killyrammer Kickabout  East  Standard  

Largy Kickabout  West  Poor  

Liscolman Kickabout  East  Poor  

Magherahoney Kickabout  East  Standard  

Ramoan Kickabout  East  Poor   
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Quality   

3.89 The kickabouts are not intended for matches, however they serve a purpose as casual 

ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ  CƛǾŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŀǘŜŘ ΨǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŜƛƎƘǘ ŀǊŜ ǊŀǘŜŘ ΨǇƻƻǊΩΦ  

Location  

   West  Central  East  

All kickabouts   5  1  7  

  

3.90  The kickabout areas are mostly in the West and East areas. Conclusions  

3.91 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƪƛŎƪŀōƻǳǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ 

they are used on an occasional basis by groups of young people.  Some have goal 

posts in place and some have bonfire sites close by.  Some kickabouts could be 
considered ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ a¦D!Ωǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

Audit Conclusions   

3.92 This audit has researched the design, distribution, demand/supply and condition of 

outdoor sports facilities in eight sports across the Borough.  All sports clubs in the 

ŜƛƎƘǘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ 

ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘŜŘΦ  !ƭǎƻ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ƴǳƭǘƛ ǳǎŜ 

games areas.  The audit presents a comprehensive picture of present provision of 

facilities in all ownerships.  

  

3.93 The survey of clubs informs an accurate picture of participation; the 14,179 participants 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ мл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  bŜŀǊƭȅ ǘǿƻ-thirds of participants are 

junior of which females comprise under a third.  This gender imbalance is slightly 

more pronounced in adult participation where female participants comprise just 

over a quarter.  There are clear messages here for the future development of 

facilities in that their design should encourage female participation.  

  

3.94 CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨōƛƎ ǘƘǊŜŜΩ ς association football, gaelic games, rugby ς the particular issue is 

being able to access suitable facilities for mid-week training.  The idea of sports hubs, 

that is, locating a range of facilities in a single location should be further considered 

as a way to address the needs of these sports.  The use of 3G will ensure the facilities 

are used as extensively as possible.  In association football there is a surplus of 21 

pitches for adult matches whilst there is a slight under-supply of 3 pitches for youth 
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matches.  In gaelic games there is an under-supply of 8 pitches for youth and adult 

matches and training combined.  In rugby there is a surplus of 2 pitches for matches.   

  

3.95 Hockey has a slight surplus of provision of pitches.  Whilst more AstroTurf pitches are 

not needed (based on analysis of current demand) both Coleraine Grammar and 

Dalriada School aspire to have on-site AstroTurf facilities.  Should this happen it may 

have ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ !ǎǘǊƻ¢ǳǊŦ ǇƛǘŎƘ ŀǘ wǳƎōȅ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ 

Joey Dunlop Leisure Centre.  

  

3.96 In tennis there are 44 courts in the Borough (plus 28 in the education sector) serving a 

club population of 481 participants.  Some courts are mostly not in use (eg, the 4 sea-

facing courts at Portrush Recreation Grounds) and others are used on a casual basis.  

Whilst there is scope to consider a change of use for some courts it is also necessary 

to look at the surfaces; the bitmac surface found ƻƴ но ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 

suitable for club tennis.  

  

3.97 In cricket supply of cricket squares is meeting demand, however constraints on practice 

facilities mean that clubs feel restricted in being able to encourage female 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ  LǘΩs noted Ulster University has an aspiration to put in place a cricket 

development facility at its Coleraine campus.  

  

3.98 Athletics is continuing to grow participation nationwide as more people take up 

ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΤ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ Ŏƭǳōǎ Ƙŀǎ ƻǾŜǊ олл ŀǘƘletes registered with Athletics 

NI.  The shale running track at Rugby Avenue is generally unsatisfactory for club 

training.  The clubs report they are constrained in their development and in the 

delivery of training sessions by not having modern fit for purpose facilities.  A 6 lane 

x 400m track with in-field facilities should be considered in order to support existing 

activity and help grow participation ς Ulster University is considering developing a 

track.    

  

3.99 In lawn bowls the Council operates 8 of the 13 greens in the Borough, the remaining 5 

ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ΨǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΩ ŎƭǳōǎΦ  ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŜƴǎ 

the Council has maintenance responsibility for its greens which host 6 clubs with a 

combined membership of just over 200; annual maintenance costs are in the region 

of £80,000 - £90,000 for the 8 greens, about £390 per member.  Consideration should 

be given to replacing the natural turf greens with synthetic surfaces, greatly reducing 

the cost of maintenance.  
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3.100 The Council has 19 multi use games areas across the Borough.  Given they vary greatly 

in design (size, surface, fencing, lighting, etc) for future provision it will be necessary 

ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ a¦D!Ωǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ ōŜ ƛǘ ǇƭŀȅΣ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ǎǇƻǊǘ ƻǊ ŀ 

combination of these.  Design criteria should be established in accordance with the 

a¦D!Ωǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƎŀǇǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

West and parts of the East operational areas and these gaps should be addressed.  

a¦D!Ωǎ ƘŀǾe some potential to be used for team sports training sessions.  
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4. Strategic Recommendations   
These strategic recommendations reflect the issues emerging from the audit process.  They cover the eight sports ς association 

football, gaelic games, rugby, hockey, tennis, cricket, athletics, lawn bowls ς as well as multi use games areas.  The focus is on 

potential developments at Council-owned pitches, however it is recognised that the community and education sectors also provide 

ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎΤ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ΨǇƛǘŎƘŜǎΩ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ рс҈ ƻŦ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ŀll ownerships (excluding the education sector where 

pitches are generally less available for community use).  

Council Facility Developments  

The following table deals with facility developments at Council-owned sites that will be Council-led.  Each item is given a priority 

rating based on the extent of its impact on adequacy of provision and related issues such as the cost of maintenance and the 

potential to benefit health and well-being in the community.  The priority ratings are linked to a broad indicative timeline:-  

  

Priority 1 ς Years 1 to 3  

Priority 2 ς Years 2 to 4  

Priority 3 ς Years 3 to 5  

  

Indicative/capital costs have been developed where appropriate.  The total capital cost is £9.925 million, as follows:-  

  

     £  

 Priority 1  Years 1 to 3  3,640,000  

 Priority 2  Years 2 to 4  5,385,000  

 Priority 3  Years 3 to 5  900,000  

   Total  £9,925,000  
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Facility Developments ς Council Sites  

  

Item  Description  
No  

 Comment / Link to Audit  Multi Sport &  Impact  
Partnership Potential  

Indicative Capital Costs  

ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL    
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1.  Develop additional floodlit 
3G provision where need is 
evidenced.  
  

The demand for mid-week 
training accommodation in the 
Coleraine area exceeds supply.  
Added to this, small sided 
games activity at the University 
of Ulster has reportedly 
outstripped supply.  An 
additional 3G pitch in the 
Coleraine area could potentially 
address both mid-week training 
requirements and act as a 
second site for small sided 
games on Saturday mornings 
(see Item 20 for more detail on 
location and cost).  
  
There is a limited provision for 
mid-week training in the 
Portrush/Portstewart area.  
Club development is being 
constrained; efforts by clubs to 
develop more participation, not 
least amongst females and 
young people are hampered by 
the lack of suitable facilities for 
training.  
  

Depending on location 
there may be 
partnership potential 
with local clubs.  
Facilities should be 
presented as multi-sport 
and multi-activity.  
9ȄǇƭƻǊŜ ΨǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩ 
potential through local 
clubs (via capital grants 
programme) and the 
associated cost savings.  
  

Additional floodlit 3G 
training facilities will 
better facilitate the 
demand for mid-week 
training.  
  

Floodlit 3G 140m x 90m  £1m  
Floodlit 3G 70m x 40m  £250k  
Ancillary accommodation  £300k  

 
  Total  £1.55m  

 

 Item  Description  Comment / Link to Audit  Multi Sport &  Impact  Indicative Capital Costs  
 No  Partnership Potential  
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2.  Ensure existing Council 

facilities for association 

football in the Limavady 

area are used to their full 

potential; consider the 

potential to increase the 

quality, capacity and 

flexibility of the facilities at 

Scroggy Road and Roe Mill 

Playing Fields.  

One example of a Council site 
not used to its full potential is at 
Roe Mill Playing Fields.  Here 
the pavilion has 6 changing 
rooms however one room is 
given over to a local pigeon club 
whilst two other rooms, due to 
their small size, are needed for 
a single team.  Effectively this 
means only 4 teams (2 pitches) 
can be accommodated 
simultaneously.  There are 4 
pitches at Roe Mill Playing Fields 
requiring 8 changing rooms.  A 
new pavilion and further 
improvements to the existing 
grass pitches are required.   
  

There is some potential 
to develop a 3G training 
area and improve the 
quality and scale of 
provision at the Roe Mill 
site.  Partnership 
potential should be 
explored.    
  
Location on the site 
should be on the raised 
area adjacent to the 
tennis courts so avoiding 
the flood plain at Roe  
Mill.  

This will make better 
ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
pitches at Roe Mill 
Playing Fields by 
unlocking the full 
capacity of the 4 
pitches.  
  

 New 8 room pavilion  £1.25m  
 Floodlit 3G 70m x 40m  £250k  

 
   Total 

 £1.5m  

 

 Item  Description  Comment / Link to Audit  Multi Sport &  Impact  Indicative Capital Costs  
 No  Partnership Potential  
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3.  Consider existing pitches 
across the Borough that 
have playability issues for 
remedial work to the 
playing surface and/or 
changing accommodation.  
  

The Council has 57 grass pitches 

(full size and youth size) of 

which 11 are judged to be of 

standard quality and 4 of poor 

quality, the remainder being 

good quality, in accordance 

ǿƛǘƘ {ǇƻǊǘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ bƻƴ 

Technical Assessment system.  

The need is to bring all Council 

pitches up to good quality, so 

enhancing the playing 

experience and minimising the 

risk of match cancellations.  In 

some cases it is poor changing 

accommodation that risks 

pitches not being used to their 

full potential.  

None  

  

The objective is to 

ensure all grass pitches 

remain playable 

throughout the season, 

reducing cancellations 

and the need to 

rearrange fixtures.  A 

target of improving 2 

pitches each year for 5 

years at an average cost 

of £50k per pitch is set.  

 10 pitches @ £50k   £500k  

4.  Extend the existing 

changing accommodation 

at Riada Playing Fields.  

Riada Playing Fields offers 7 
grass pitches, a 3G pitch and an 
AstroTurf pitch.  The present 
changing pavilion has 6 team 
changing rooms which falls 
short of the need for changing 
on a busy Saturday.  An 
assessment of the ideal number 
of changing rooms, to suit 
existing and future demand, 
should be carried out.  
  

None.  This will assist in 
positioning Riada 
Playing Fields as a 
major sporting hub 
within the Borough.  
  

Increase  the  existing 
accommodation (by 4 team 
rooms) to include consideration 
of  ǊŜŦŜǊŜŜΩǎ  facilities, 
 D5{ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ΨŘǊȅΩ 
room (team talks, coaching, etc) 
and public toilets.  
  
This  should  be  carefully 
designed and located to also 
consider the needs of hockey at 
the site (see Item 10).  

  

£800k  
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 Item  Description  
No  

 Comment / Link to Audit  Multi Sport &  
Partnership Potential  

 Impact  Indicative Capital Costs  

5.  Consider the potential to 

improve grass pitches in 

line with evolving grass 

pitch technologies, such as 

sand fibre natural grass.  

A sand fibre natural grass pitch 

reportedly has a weekly 

capacity of between 10 and 20 

hours of use, depending on 

maintenance regimes and 

weather conditions; Ulster 

University has recently 

completed such a pitch at its 

Coleraine campus.  The need for 

increased capacity grass pitches 

should be considered after new 

оD ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ΨǎŜǘǘƭƛƴƎ 

ƛƴΩ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ  

There is potential for 
association football, 
gaelic games and rugby 
Ŏƭǳōǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ΨƘȅōǊƛŘΩ 
grass pitches for 
midweek training and 
they could be marketed 
as  
ΨƳǳƭǘƛ ǎǇƻǊǘΩΦ    

  

Increasing the capacity 

of grass pitches will 

result in greater use of 

Council resources, not 

least  changing 

accommodation which 

is generally not used 

from one weekend to 

the next.  

 Convert  2  existing  grass  £400k  
pitches to hybrid/sand fibre  plus 

floodlighting  

6.  Implement an appropriate 

Pitch Usage Policy and 

maintenance programme.  

Parks and Estates department in 

Council to introduce a 

programme of routine, 

programmed and major 

maintenance activities across 

the pitch estate and introduce a 

Pitch Usage Policy.  

This policy should be 

devised in liaison with 

user groups and clubs to 

engender understanding 

and acceptance of the 

need for and content of 

the policy.  

¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ 

will be preserved and 

protected, enhancing 

their quality and 

playability.  

None.  

GAELIC GAMES    
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7.  Develop additional grass 

pitch facilities in the 

Dungiven area.  

Two local clubs have each 

expressed the need for 

increased access to pitches (St 

/ŀƴƛŎŜΩǎ ς ƳŜƴΩǎ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ 

Kevin Lynch ς hurling) whilst 

two other clubs (St /ŀƴƛŎŜΩǎ ς 

ƭŀŘƛŜǎ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ {ǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ ς 

ŎŀƳƻƎƛŜύ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ΨƘƻƳŜΩ ǇƛǘŎƘΦ   

A site has not been 
identified.   
Consideration should be 

given to a range of 

options including, for 

example, a partnership 

with a local club or other 

provider.  

A pitch in Dungiven 
could be shared by local 
clubs, a mix of training 
and matches.  
  
The development of 

local clubs will be 

supported.  

 New grass sand mattress pitch    
 -  140m  x  90m  with  
floodlighting  

 Pitch  £100k  
 Lights  £200k  

Changing & ancillary  £500k 
accommodation (4 rooms)  

 
   Total 

 £800k  

 

 Item  Description  Comment / Link to Audit  Multi Sport &  Impact  Indicative Capital Costs  
 No  Partnership Potential  

 

  The  new  3G  pitch  
(approximately 90m x 60m) at 
Dungiven Sports Centre has 
helped with the need for 
midweek training, however is 
not suitable for matches.    
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8.  Identify Council sites 

surplus to requirements 

and consider their future 

use.  

The audit evidences a number 
of Council-owned grass pitches 
that are no longer in use, most 
likely due to changing 
demographics over time.  
Examples include pitches at 
5ǊǳƳǎǳǊƴΣ YƛƴƎΩǎ [ŀƴŜΣ !ǊƳƻȅ 
and Mosside.  Gaelic games 
clubs are particularly 
challenged by a shortfall in 
training facilities.  An exercise to 
match clubs with surplus 
pitches in their local area may 
assist in addressing this 
shortfall.  Clubs availing of this 
opportunity may be able to 
raise/source funds to carry out 
upgrading work as necessary.  
  

Depending on the 
location and scope of a 
pitch being offered and a 
ŎƭǳōΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ 
redevelopment (eg, 3G 
and floodlit) the potential 
for multi-sport use could 
be good.  
  
Partnership potential in 
terms of clubs and the  
Council working together 

 on  
upgrading/redevelopment 

projects is good.  

This will potentially 
make better use of 
parts of the Council 
estate that are 
presently surplus to 
requirements.   
Depending on the 
responses from clubs it 
will help to alleviate the 
shortfall in training 
facilities thereby 
ŀǎǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƭǳōǎΩ 
development including 
levels of participation. 
In considering sites 
currently surplus to 
requirements the main  
options are:-  

  

(i) Long term lease to 

local clubs who 

would be required 

to raise their own 

funds.  

  Capital grants programme    

 

 Item  Description  
No  

Comment / Link to Audit  Multi Sport & 

Partnership Potential  
Impact  Indicative Capital Costs  
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(ii) Re-develop, at 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎƻǎǘΣ ŦƻǊ 
use by local clubs.  

(iii) Retain for informal 
recreation use and 
possible future 
development.  

  

 

RUGBY  
    

 

9.  Depending on the long 
term future of the club 
there is a need to replace 
the  changing 
accommodation at Armoy 
Rugby Club and complete 
drainage work on the 
pitches.  Council to explore 
construction options for 
changing accommodation, 
including modular options.  
  

Presently the changing 
accommodation is in very poor 
condition and not fit for 
purpose.  The site, known as 
Lime Park, is owned by the 
Council and leased to the club.  
  

Some potential for other 

sports clubs to use the 

site for training but only 

if the pitches are 

upgraded.  The changing 

accommodation would 

be managed and 

maintained by Armoy 

Rugby Club.  

!ǊƳƻȅ wǳƎōȅ /ƭǳōΩǎ 

ongoing operation and 

development is 

severely constrained by 

the present changing 

accommodation.  This 

will assist them in 

sustaining the club and 

to deliver their sports 

development plan.  

 Drainage works  £40k  
 Changing accommodation   £500k  

(4 rooms)  

 
 Total  £540k  

(The cost of providing changing 

accommodation is dependent on the type 

of construction; a bricks and mortar 

building will typically cost more   than a 

modular construction.)  

HOCKEY  
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10.  Consider the development 

of a changing pavilion in 

Riada Playing Fields 

adjacent to the AstroTurf 

pitch, especially suited to 

the requirements of 

female hockey players.  

The present changing pavilion 

for Riada Playing Fields is some 

distance from the AstroTurf 

pitch.  The audit reveals that 

accommodation in this pavilion 

is inadequate, not least for 

females.  

The pavilion could be 

used by more than one 

sport.  No partnership 

potential.  

Female participation in 

sport is often 

constrained by 

inadequate changing 

accommodation.  A 

second pavilion may 

encourage greater 

participation.  

 Refer to proposed    
accommodation and 
anticipated costs at Item 4.  
Consultation with the local 
hockey club and other clubs is 
advisable to determine a best 
fit solution.  

   

 

 Item  Description  
No  

Comment / Link to Audit   Multi Sport &  Impact  
Partnership Potential  

Indicative Capital Costs  

11.  Replace the ageing surface 

on the AstroTurf pitch at 

Quay Road, Ballycastle.  

This AstroTurf pitch is regarded 
as poor quality by the local 
ƳŜƴΩǎ ƘƻŎƪŜȅ ŎƭǳōΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 
should the proposed AstroTurf 
pitch be developed at the 
shared campus project in 
Ballycastle the pitch at Quay 
Road could be viewed as surplus 
to requirements.  
  

  

AstroTurf is a multi-sport 
surface.  
  
Partnership  with 

Portrush Hockey Club 

may be possible.  

A fit for purpose 

surface in Ballycastle 

will assist the local 

ƳŜƴΩǎ ƘƻŎƪŜȅ Ŏƭǳō ƛƴ 

developing under-age 

participation.  

New AstroTurf surface (only 
required if the proposed 
AstroTurf surface at the 
shared campus does not  

 proceed.)  

£150k  

TENNIS  
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12.  Consider the development 
of improved tennis 
provision in the Coleraine 
area in respect of scale of 
provision and playing 
surfaces.  
  

Presently two clubs in Coleraine 
share a single site ς 4 courts 
with a bitmac surface unsuited 
to inter-club competition.  This 
is unsustainable in terms of 
tennis development.  
  
Consultation identified local 
aspirations for an indoor tennis 
facility but it is considered likely 
that the lack of a fit for purpose 
outdoor facility is a greater 
limiting factor to the 
development of tennis in the 
area.  
  

  

No multi sport potential.   
There may be some 

partnership potential 

with one or other of the 

clubs presently based at 

Anderson Park.  

Providing artificial grass 
tennis courts in  
Coleraine will enhance 

the playing experience 

for club training and 

matches.  It should 

encourage more 

participation in tennis 

and it will complement 

existing facilities and 

sports at the host 

venue.  

Five new floodlit artificial 

surface tennis courts to 

accommodate club and 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ όǇŀȅ Ψƴ Ǉƭŀȅύ ǳǎŜΦ  

Due to the flood risk at 

Anderson Park a different 

location will be necessary.  

Capital project to include a 

pavilion building (changing, 

club rooms, toilet provision, 

DDA requirements) and 

parking.    

£975k  

 

 Item  Description  Comment / Link to Audit  Multi Sport &  Impact  Indicative Capital Costs  
 No  Partnership Potential  
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13.  Consider the value of a 

continuing tennis presence 

in Portrush in view of the 

proposed redevelopment 

of Portrush Recreation 

Grounds.  

The pavilion is no longer fit for 
purpose.  There is a surplus of 
tennis courts at Portrush 
Recreation Grounds and an 
over-supply of courts across the 
.ƻǊƻǳƎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ 
to re-design the site.  
  
Consultation with the local 
tennis clubs has indicated that 
the exposed nature of the site 
makes it unattractive for tennis.  
Even if upgraded facilities were 
provided, the Recreation 
Grounds is unlikely to ever 
become home to a tennis club.  

  

Tennis is unlikely to be a 

key consideration in the 

re-development of the 

Recreation Grounds.  

Improved tennis 

facilities at the 

Recreation Grounds 

would only facilitate 

recreational tennis 

during the summer 

months.  

The proposed project to 

redevelop the Recreation 

Grounds should give careful 

consideration to the costs and 

benefits of on-going tennis  

provision.  

  

14.  Carry out upgrade to the 
tennis pavilion in  
Ballycastle, including toilet  
provision and maintenance 
issues.  
  

Pavilion accommodation offers 

only one female toilet whilst 

showers and changing areas are 

dated with poor lighting.  

Ventilation would appear to be 

inadequate.  The roof 

reportedly leaks.  

There may be some 

partnership potential 

with the neighbouring 

Ballycastle Bowling Club 

(private) whose pavilion 

building is in poor 

condition.  

An upgraded pavilion in 
Ballycastle will better 
serve female tennis 
players and on an equal 
basis with male players.  
A dual-sport pavilion 
(tennis and bowls) will 
increase the awareness 
of and interest in both 
sports.  
  

  

  General upgrade works  £100k  
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 Item  Description  
No  

 Comment / Link to Audit  Multi Sport &  Impact  Indicative Capital Costs  
Partnership Potential  

CRICKET   

 

15.  Consider supporting 

cricket clubs with specialist 

equipment to assist the 

delivery of training 

sessions and in 

maintenance of grass 

surfaces.  This could be 

achieved through the 

capital grants programme.  

 The  outdoor  game  in  the  
Borough is played exclusively on 

club or school facilities ς the 

Council may facilitate indoor 

training on an occasional basis.  

Clubs are constrained by not 

being able to purchase major 

items of equipment.  

No multi-sport potential.   
Some partnership 

potential may be 

possible in the 

procurement of and 

sharing of equipment 

between cricket  clubs.  

Cricket has the least 

percentage of female 

participation of all the 

sports audited.  Council 

support could be linked 

to sports development 

participation targets for 

minority groups.  

  Capital grants programme    
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16.  Consider the design of 

future indoor facility 

developments regards their 

suitability for indoor cricket 

practice.  

As a sport cricket is constrained 

by being viewed as taking place 

in the summer months.  None of 

the 5 clubs in the Borough have 

indoor facilities; 4 of the clubs 

are clustered in the Limavady 

area.  Coleraine Leisure Centre 

has a projectile net on a single 

badminton court which has not 

been used for cricket practice in 

recent years due to the risk of 

balls damaging the ceiling.  Roe 

Valley LeiǎǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ aƛƴƻǊ 

Hall (3 badminton courts) 

projectile net was removed 

some years ago, however local 

clubs have used the hall during 

ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

cricket sessions using adapted 

equipment.  

Depending on their 

specification netting 

systems can be used for 

a number of sports 

including cricket and 

archery.  

Potential to have a 
positive impact on 
participation generally 
and on female 
participation in 
particular through 
increased club use and 
sports development 
activities.  
  

 Projectile nets are estimated    
at £50k, to be included within 

the new CLC budget.  Future 

provision in the new CLC also to 

 consider  indoor  

requirements for other sports.  

 

 Item  Description  Comment / Link to Audit  Multi Sport &  Impact  
 No  Partnership Potential  

Indicative Capital Costs  

ATHLETICS   
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17. Develop perimeter There is a need for safe jogging Multi sport/activity.   Whilst there are over 
walking/jogging paths paths in urban areas.  Other  500 participants in the  
(with lights) at a range of Council sites, urban and rural Partnership potential 5 athletics clubs in the 
club and Council facilities.  may also be considered.  may be possible through 
Borough there are Also consider Quay Road Walking/jogging paths are a tƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
capital undoubtedly many Playing Fields and a simple way to encourage more 
grants programme . hundreds more section of the proposed people to get active and lead 
ΨǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧƻƎƎŜǊǎΩ Ballymoney-Ballycastle healthier lifestyles. who choose not to 
join Greenway, Riada Playing  a club.  It is likely there  

Fields and Roe Mill tƭŀȅƛƴƎ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ¦ƭǎǘŜǊ University are many people who  
Fields. has an aspiration to develop a aspire to being more 400m track at its Coleraine active 

 but  are campus. constrained by lack of  safe jogging paths.  
The impact is quite simply more people becoming active and 
being able to sustain  activity throughout the year, 
not just during the months  of  light evenings.  

  

There are also opportunities £500k for 

applications to the capital grants 

programme for related  projects in club 

settings.  

LAWN BOWLS   

 

18.  Consider a new approach 

to supporting lawn bowls 

including the provision of 

synthetic greens.  

High maintenance costs (at 

least £10k per year per green) 

and low club membership 

ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴǎ 

point to the need to review how  

With synthetic greens 

there is good potential 

for partnership 

arrangements between 

the Council and clubs  

The intended impact is 

to  increase 

membership within 

lawn bowls clubs across 

the Borough, so making  

Convert (say) 3 natural grass £360k greens to 
synthetic @ £120k  

 Upgrade 1 grass green  £50k  

 
   Total 

 £410k  
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 Item  Description  Comment / Link to Audit  Multi Sport &  Impact  Indicative Capital Costs  
 No  Partnership Potential  
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the Council continues to 
support participation whilst 
achieving best value from its 
assets.  Synthetic greens greatly 
reduce the maintenance costs 
and may be seen as encouraging 
greater participation through 
increased playability.  

  

operating on Council 
greens, including lease 
arrangements.  A range 
of options for Council  
greens includes:-  

  

Í Hand over 
maintenance 
responsibility along 
with a small 
equipment grant to 
the resident club.  
  

Í Conversion from 
grass to synthetic 
green(s).  

  

Í Transfer the 
asset to the resident 
club (with non-
disposal conditions) 
along with a small 
equipment grant; 
the club manages 
and maintains the 
facility.  

  
A separate business case 

should consider the cost 

effectiveness of these 

and other options.  

them more sustainable 
in the long term.  
  
One of the natural grass 
greens at Portrush 
Recreation Grounds is 
assessed as being in 
ΨǇƻƻǊΩ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ  
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 Item  Description  Comment / Link to Audit  Multi Sport &  Impact  Indicative Capital Costs  
 No  Partnership Potential  

a¦D!Ωǎ κ ¢w!LbLbD !w9!{ όƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ψa¦D!Ω ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-sport training and small-sided games area, minimum dimension 37m x  

муΦрƳ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ {ǇƻǊǘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎύ  

19.  Consider the development 
ƻŦ a¦D!Ωǎ ŀǘ /ǳǎƘŜƴŘŀƭƭΣ  
Limavady, Dungiven, 
Castlerock, Dervock,  
Cloughmills and Portrush.  

  
The development of 
ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ a¦D!Ωǎ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ 
crossover with the work of  
ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ tƭŀȅ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΦ  

The audit shows gaps in the 
ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ a¦D!Ωǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
areas.  Community consultation 
(reported in the audit) supports 
the need for these facilities, 
however as each one is 
considered the Council will 
need to carry out further 
consultation to determine their 
purpose and the type/design 
best suited to the agreed 
purpose, not least the surface.  
  

Multi-sport and 

multiactivity, potentially 

embracing play, 

recreation and sport 

dependent on agreed 

purpose.  There may be 

partnership potential in 

some projects.    Local 

need will help 

determine the primary 

purpose of a project and 

the design solution for 

the need.  

Multi Use Games Areas  
όa¦D!Ωǎύ ŀǊŜ ŀ 
valuable asset for 
unstructured and 
semistructured play by 
individuals and small 
groups that can 
encourage an interest 
in sport.  Training areas 
are critical to support 
ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŎƭǳōǎΩ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ 
training sessions.  The 
provision of additional 
a¦D!Ωǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
areas (minimum size 
37m x 18.5m) will 
reduce the shortfall in 
these facilities revealed 
in the audit.   
Community feedback 
supports the need for 
more of these facilities.  
  

!ǎǎǳƳŜ у ŦƭƻƻŘƭƛǘ a¦D!ΩǎΣ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ 
size approximately   

 40m x 20m  

£1.2m  



 

 Strategy 

Page | 64   

  

Causeway Coast & Glens Borough  Council   
Pitches Condition Survey & Strategy   
Part 1: Strategic Recommendations                                       

20.  Develop a multi-sport 
synthetic training area at  
Rugby Avenue Playing 

Fields with a high 

specification synthetic 

surface suited to a range  

Local clubs have a particular 

need to access full-size training 

facilities in the winter 

preseason period; club-based 

grass pitches are over-used in 

this period, partly due to clubs  

The training area can be 
marked for a range of 
codes, giving it excellent 
multi sport potential.  
  

Rugby Avenue Playing 

Fields offering as a 

sports hub enhanced.  

 Refer to Item 1    

     

 

 Item  Description  Comment / Link to Audit  Multi Sport &  
 No  Partnership Potential  

 Impact  Indicative Capital Costs  

 of sports; approximate 

size 140m x 90m.  Ancillary 

accommodation (parking, 

pavilion) to be enhanced.  

having more teams than they 
can accommodate on club 
facilities.  The development of a 
third multi-sport synthetic 
training area at Rugby Avenue 
will complement the existing 
AstroTurf pitch and 3G pitch.  It 
will help to further reduce the 
under-supply of one hour 
midweek training slots for 
association football.  Gaelic 
games particular need in the 
Coleraine area is for more 
training facilities, most notably 
for Eoghan Rua GAC.  
  

Some partnership 

potential depending on 

local  ŎƭǳōǎΩ 

appetite/ability.  

  

21.  Consider re-development 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎƘŀƭŜ 

pitches where this is 

possible.  

With the advent of synthetic 

turf technology, shale pitches 

are effectively redundant.  

Multi-sport and 

partnership potential 

dependent on the nature 

of re-development.  

This will assist in 

realising value from the 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΦ  

 Budget allowance  £500k  
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CAPITAL SUPPORT FOR SPORTS CLUBS   

 

22.  Support clubs in their 

aspirations for improved 

club-based facilities.  This 

could be delivered through 

ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

minor grants programmes.  

In consultation many clubs 
noted the need for facility 
developments and equipment 
improvements at club sites.  
Given the rural nature of parts 
of the Borough, many clubs 
serve communities where  
Council-supported  

Multi-sport outcomes 

may be possible 

dependent on the nature 

of improvements, 

however the focus here 

is to achieve better 

facilities for club-based 

activity to encourage  

The audit reveals there 

are over 14,000 playing 

members in 109 clubs 

across the eight sports.  

Improved club-based 

facilities will result in 

increased participation, 

not least amongst  

 Council grant programmes.  

Item 

No  
Description  Comment / Link to Audit  Multi Sport & 

Partnership Potential  
Impact  Indicative Capital Costs  

 

 opportunities for participation 
in sport and physical activity can 
be limited.  A strategically 
focused grants programme can 
encourage partnership working 
and enhance VFM for the  
Council.  

  

participation  and 

growth.  
young people in 

general and females in 

particular.  
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Priority 1 ς Years 1 to 3   

Item No  Description  
Indicative 

Capital Costs  

1.  Develop additional floodlit 3G provision where need is evidenced.  

  
£1.55m  

3.  Consider existing pitches across the Borough that have playability issues for remedial work to 
the playing surface and/or changing accommodation.  
  

£500k  

4.  Extend the existing changing accommodation at Riada Playing Fields.  

  
£800k  

6.  Implement an appropriate Pitch Usage Policy and maintenance programme.  

  
n/a  

8.  Identify Council sites surplus to requirements and consider their future use.  

  
n/a  

9.  Depending on the long term future of the club there is a need to replace the changing 
accommodation at Armoy Rugby Club and complete drainage work on the pitches.  Council 
to explore construction options for changing accommodation, including modular options.  

  

£540k  

10.  Consider the development of a changing pavilion in Riada Playing Fields adjacent to the 

AstroTurf pitch, especially suited to the requirements of female hockey players.  
Ref Item 4  

11.  Replace the ageing surface on the AstroTurf pitch at Quay Road, Ballycastle.  

  
£150k  

13.  Replace the ageing surface on the AstroTurf pitch at Quay Road, Ballycastle.  

  

n/a  

14.  Carry out upgrade to the tennis pavilion in Ballycastle, including toilet provision and 
maintenance issues.  

  

£100k  
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22.  Support clubs in their aspirations for improved club-based facilities.  This could be 

ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ minor grants programmes.  
Capital 

grants  

  Sub Total  £3,640,000  

  

  

Priority 2 ς Years 2 to 4    

Item No  Description  
Indicative 

Capital Costs  

2.  Ensure existing Council facilities for association football in the Limavady area are used to 
their full potential; consider the potential to increase the quality, capacity and flexibility of 
the facilities at Scroggy Road and Roe Mill Playing Fields.  

  

£1.5m  

7.  Develop additional grass pitch facilities in the Dungiven area.  

  
£800k  

12.  Consider the development of improved tennis provision in the Coleraine area in respect of 
scale of provision and playing surfaces.  

  

£975k  

16.  Consider the design of future indoor facility developments regards their suitability for 
indoor cricket practice.  
  

CLC budget  

18.  Consider a new approach to supporting lawn bowls including the provision of synthetic 

greens.  
£410k  
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19.  /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ a¦D!Ωǎ ŀǘ /ǳǎƘŜƴŘŀƭƭΣ [ƛƳŀǾŀŘȅΣ 5ǳƴƎƛǾŜƴΣ /ŀǎǘƭŜǊƻŎƪΣ 
5ŜǊǾƻŎƪΣ /ƭƻǳƎƘƳƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ tƻǊǘǊǳǎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ a¦D!Ωǎ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ 
ŎǊƻǎǎƻǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ tƭŀȅ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΦ  
  

 

£1.2m  

21.  Consider re-ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎƘŀƭŜ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  

  
 £500k  

  Sub Total   £5,385,000  

  

  

Priority 3 ς Years 3 to 5    

Item No & Description    

Item No  Description  
Indicative 

Capital Costs  

5.  Consider the potential to improve grass pitches in line with evolving grass pitch technologies, 
such as sand fibre natural grass.  

  

£400k  

15.  Consider supporting cricket clubs with specialist equipment to assist the delivery of training 
sessions and in maintenance of grass surfaces.  This could be achieved through the capital 
grants programme.  
  

Capital 

grants  

17.  Develop perimeter walking/jogging paths (with lights) at a range of club and Council 
facilities.  Also consider Quay Road Playing Fields and a section of the proposed 
BallymoneyBallycastle Greenway, Riada Playing Fields and Roe Mill Playing Fields.  
  

£500k  
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20.  Develop a multi-sport synthetic training area at Rugby Avenue Playing Fields with a high 
specification synthetic surface suited to a range of sports; approximate size 140m x 90m.  
Ancillary accommodation (parking, pavilion) to be enhanced.  
  

Refer Item 1  

  Sub Total  £900,000  

  Strategy Total  £9,925,000  

Other Providers  

Whilst the Council is a major provider of sports pitches and facilities, sports clubs and others also provide and operate facilities.  The 

Council-led facility development projects will not address all of the issues and need arising from the audit; there remains a residual 

need which other providers can assist in addressing.  The most significant constraint faced by other providers is funding.  Whilst 

many providŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ŀ 

capital project to proceed.  Recognising the contribution that sports clubs make to their communities two strategic 

recommendations are maŘŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΥ-  

  

1. ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ōŜ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

benefit within their current and future membership.  

2. An amount be ring-fenced within the Capital Investment Programme for gaelic games clubs to assist in addressing the 

shortfall in gaelic games pitches.  

  

The audit process revealed a considerable number of sports and other providers identifying a need/aspiration for facility 

improvements at their sites:-  

  

Gaelic Games  

  

Í Ballerin GAC  Indoor 3G hall and community building  

Í Carey Faughs GAC  Hurling wall and lights  
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Í Cuchullains Dun Lathai GA&CC  Third full-size grass pitch  

Í Kevin Lynch Hurling Club, Dungiven  Second full-size grass pitch  

Í Eoghan Rua GAC Coleraine  Second full-size pitch and indoor training hall  

Í Glen Rovers GAC  Additional changing rooms with dedicated spectator toilets, 1st aid room 

and gym  

Í Glenariffe Oisin CLG  Clubhouse due to be demolished, will need alternative for club use  

Í Glenullin GAC  Upgrade to changing accommodation  

Í Kilrea GAC  Storage and disability access  

Í Limavady Wolfhounds GAC  Acquired land for grass/3G pitch development - no funding in place  

Í Loughgiel Shamrocks GAC  Third full-size grass pitch ς ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ 

(Oct 2017)  

Í McQuillan GAC Ballycastle  Additional full-size pitch   

Í Naomh Padraig North Antrim  Indoor winter training accommodation  

Í O Connors Glack GAA  Fencing  

Í O'Briens Foreglen GAC  In the short-term, floodlights and trim trail ς in the long-term a second pitch  

Í Ruairí Og GAC, Cushendall  3G pitch suitable for club and community use  

Í wƻōŜǊǘ 9ƳƳŜǘǘΩǎ D!/Σ /ǳǎƘŜƴŘǳƴ  3G pitch in Cushendun  

Í {ǘ .ǊƛƎƛŘΩǎ D!/ /ƭƻǳƎƘƳƛƭƭǎ  Clubhouse upgrade  

Í St Canice's Ladies GFC, Dungiven  Do not have own facilities, rely on heavily used local GAA club facilities   

Í St Colm's Drum GAC  Floodlit sand-based grass training pitch  

Í St Mary's Faughanvale GAC  New clubrooms and changing accommodation  

Í St Mary's Rasharkin GAC  Indoor 3G community facility - applied for Peace IV funding  

Í St Mathew's GAC  Has acquired ground for second grass pitch - no funding in place for development  

Í St Patrick's Camogie Club, Dungiven  Do not have own facilities, rely on heavily used local GAA club facilities  

Í {ǘΦ !ƛŘŀƴΩǎ D!/ aŀƎƛƭƭƛƎŀƴ  Floodlights for pitch and trim trail  
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Í St. Canice's GAC Dungiven  3G training pitch and new changing accommodation - no funding in place  

  

Rugby   

Í Coleraine RFC; training facilities  

Í Ballymoney RFC; training facilities  

Í Armoy RFC; pavilion accommodation   

Í Limavady RFC; synthetic pitch for hockey and association football  

  

Hockey  

Í Coleraine Grammar; 1/2 on-site AstroTurf pitches Í Dalriada School; on-site AstroTurf pitch  

  

Tennis  

Í Garvagh Tennis Club; replace bitmac with artificial grass  

Í Limavady Rec Club; pavilion upgrade  

  

Cricket   

Í Equipment request from clubs  

  

Athletics   

Í Ulster University; athletics track  

  

Lawn Bowls  

Í Ballycastle Bowling Club; pavilion refurbishment and floodlighting.  

  

These and other providers may look to take forward capital projects.    
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PART 2  
  

AUDIT OF EXISTING  

PROVISION  

 

  

1. Introduction  

The Study  

1.1 /ŀǳǎŜǿŀȅ /ƻŀǎǘ ϧ DƭŜƴǎ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ όΨǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩύ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ŀ twopart 

ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇƛǘŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ΨŀǳŘƛǘ 
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ƻŦ ŜȄƛǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΩΤ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛǎ ŀ ΨǇƛǘŎƘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

objective of the study is to ΨŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ further develop 

the pitch infrastructure in the Borough in a way that is affordable, sustainable, 

inclusive, high quality and consistent with current best practice in public pitch 

ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΩΦ  

  

1.2 ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛǘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ {ǇƻǊǘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ψ¢ƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ [ŜǾŜƭ tƭŀȅƛƴƎ 

CƛŜƭŘΤ tƭŀȅƛƴƎ tƛǘŎƘ aƻŘŜƭΩΤ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ŀǳŘƛǘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘκǎǳǇǇƭȅΣ 

design and condition of the pitches/facilities used for association football, gaelic 

games, rugby, hockey and cricket.  The principles of the Playing Pitch Model are also 

applied to the audit of tennis, athletics, lawn bowls and multi use games 

areas/kickabout area.  GIS mapping is used to audit the distribution of facilities.  The 
audit results are taken forward to inform the strategic recommendations.  

Commission  

 1.3  ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ōǊƛŜŦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ-  

Part 1 ɀ Audit of Existing Provision   

Z Audit the design, distribution, demand/supply information and condition of 

each of around 100 sites hosting Council and community/club owned 

ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ΨǇƛǘŎƘŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǳŘƛǘ 

ƛǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƭƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǘǳǊŦ ŀƴŘ ǎȅƴǘƘŜǘƛŎ ΨǇƛǘŎƘŜǎΩ ŦƻǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΣ 

gaelic games, rugby, hockey, tennis, cricket, athletics, lawn bowls, multi use 

games areas and small sided games/kick about areas.  

  

Z Make recommendations and provide indicative costs in relation to any 
identified remedial works or further technical investigations necessary.  

Part 2 ɀ A Pitch Strategy  

Z Review the current hot and cold spots for pitch provision identified in the 

ό/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎύ Ψ{ǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ [ŜƛǎǳǊŜ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ нлмрΩΤ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 

ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛǎŜŘ ΨǇƛǘŎƘΩ όŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴύ 

investment strategy for the Borough and provide indicative cost estimates.  

Z The Pitches (and associated changing provision) Strategy should set out a 

5year plan and make area specific recommendations and provide cost 

estimates in relation to a range of options including inter alia:-  

  

Í Refurbishments  
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Í New provision  

Í Disposals  

Í Extensions  

Í Rationalisation into outdoor sports hubs  

Í Partnership provision/shared  

Í Facility types, sporting codes, scale and playing surface  

Í High level specifications to accommodate the likely use pattern, 

sporting code and standard of competition  

  

Z The Strategy should consider the best mix and distribution of natural turf and 

synthetic surfaces based on the projected demand pattern, data on current 

booking levels and the distribution and scale of sports clubs and sporting 

codes in the area.  

  

Z Consideration should be given to how effective partnerships with the private, 

education, public or third sector organisations could bring benefits to the 

pitch provision in the Borough in a way that is open and accessible while at 

the same time maximises sustainability, efficiency and community benefit.  

  

Z The Strategy recommendations should take account of levels of deprivation 

and barriers to access such as disability or rurality, etc.  

Background and Context   

1.4 Causeway Coast & Glens Borough Council came into being in April 2015 as a result of the 

reform of local government in Northern Ireland.  The new Borough covers a 

geographical area of nearly 2,000 square kilometres which has over 140,000 citizens.  

¢ƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΣ ŀƭōŜƛǘ ŀǘ ŀ ǎƭƻǿŜǊ ǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 

Ireland as a whole, however the proportion of young people living in the area is 

declining whilst there is a growing nǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΤ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΦ  .ƻǘƘ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 

main traditions are represented in the Borough.  

  

1.5 ²ƛǘƘ мп҈ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƭŀƴŘ Ƴŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ of the largest of the 

11 newly formed administrative districts, stretching from Lough Foyle in the west to 

the Glens of Antrim in the east, from the Atlantic coast and Rathlin Island in the north 

to Benbradagh Mountain in the south.  There are 7 District 9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ !ǊŜŀǎ ό59!Ωǎύ ƛƴ 

the Borough; Benbradagh, Limavady, Bann, Coleraine, Causeway, Ballymoney and 

The Glens.  The Borough is bordered by three others: Mid & East  

Antrim Borough Council, Mid Ulster Borough Council and Derry City & Strabane District 

Council.  
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1.6 {ǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ мпл ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ΨŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōŜŀǳǘȅΩ ό.ƛƴŜǾŜƴŀƎƘΣ ǘƘŜ /ŀǳǎŜǿŀȅ /ƻŀst and the Glens of Antrim) the 

Borough is popular with water activity enthusiasts and walkers.  In the context of this 

study the long established international youth soccer10 competition has given a focus 

to association football throughout the Borough whilǎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ 

have encouraged people to get active and enjoy sport over many years.  

Sport and Physical Activity in Society  

1.7 The economic benefits of a physically active lifestyle are well documented.  Against an 

estimated total cƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ ϻмΦуф ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŎƪƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

a 10% increase in physical activity amongst adults in England would benefit the 

economy by £500 million annually or 26%11.  The positive impacts of regular exercise 

on health include:-  

  

Z Decrease in the risk of cardiovascular mortality  

Z Delays in the development of high blood pressure  

Z Assist in weight control  

Z Reduces the risk of certain cancers  

Z Reduces the risk of depression  

Z Helps prevent non-specific lower back pain  

  

Current thinking suggests a minimum of thirty minutes of moderate intensity 

physical activity on at least five occasions per week is needed as part of a healthy 

lifestyle12.  

  

1.8 Sport and physical activity in Northern Ireland makes an important contribution to the 

economy13.  Over £932 million was spent on sport-related goods and services in 

2013, accounting for 3.2% of total consumer expenditure in the region, an increase 

ƻŦ ор҈ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нллуΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇƻǊǘ-related employment 

in Northern Ireland grew considerably between 2008 and 2013, from  

17,900 to 25,700 or 43%.  Growth on this scale is undoubtedly linked in part to the  

growing awareness of the health benefits of exercise and increased participation in 

certain sports.  Facilities that are suitable and sufficient clearly have an important 

                                                      
10 Ψ{ƻŎŎŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƘŀƴƎŜŀōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇort.  
11 Ψ{ǇƻǊǘΣ IŜŀƭǘƘ ϧ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘΩΤ {ǇƻǊǘǎ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ {ƘŜŦŦƛŜƭŘ IŀƭƭŀƳ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ нллнΦ  
12 British Cardiac Society.  
13 Sports Industry Research Centre.  
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part to play in encouraging and enabling healthy lifestyle choices that contribute to 

the economy.  

Playing Pitches  

1.9 The provision of playing pitches is an emotive subject, often making national headlines 

when pitches/playing fields are sold off to make way for development.  Across the 

UK the number of planning applications to carry out developments on existing 

playing fields doubled between 1999 and 2009, from 625 to 1,322 applications.  The 

ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ΨǿŀǘŎƘŘƻƎΩ ƛǎ CƛŜƭŘǎ ƛƴ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ14.  Recommendations made by Fields in 

¢Ǌǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ Ψbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ tƻƭƛŎȅ 

CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΩ15; specific reference is made in the policy framework to the need to 

assess provision of open space, sports and recreational facilities when considering 

planning applications.  It is also recommended that in applications where open space, 

sports and recreational facilities are due to be lost, the developer should replace 

them to at least an equivalent standard in the vicinity.  

  

1.10 In Northern Ireland planners recognise the need for provision of outdoor recreation 

ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ ΨtƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ tƻƭƛŎȅΣ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ уΥ hǇŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜΣ {ǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ 

Section 5.15 states ΨLƴ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇments there may be a need to provide more 

formal outdoor recreation facilities such as playing pitches to meet the needs 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦΩ  It is therefore appropriate for local authorities to 

audit the provision of pitches to inform discussion in relation to planning applications 

and in the strategic development of opportunities for participation in sport and 

ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ  Lƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ [ƻŎŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ  

/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ Ψ5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ tŀǇŜǊ тΥ hǇŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜΣ Sport and Outdoor 

wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΩ ό!ǇǊƛƭ нлмсύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΦ  

  

1.11 CƻǳǊ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ 

similar pitch audits to inform playing pitch strategies; these are Strabane, Derry, 

Belfast and Newtownabbey.  Post-local government reform Lisburn & Castlereagh 

City Council has also completed a pitches strategy.  Whilst the pressure of urban 

development is a key factor in looking at pitches there are other important factors, 

not least:-  

  

Z The need to ensure equality of opportunity in relation to age, ability, gender 

and rurality.  

                                                      
14 Fields in Trust was formerly the National Playing Fields Association, rebranded in 2007.  
15 Published in March 2012.  
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Z The increasing interest in team sports, especially amongst children, largely the 

result of successful sports development initiatives by local authorities, sports 
clubs, Sport NI and sports governing bodies.  

Z The availability of artificial turf pitch (ATP) technology.  For example, Third 

DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ΨоDΩ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƎǊŀǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

the potential to totally transform how local authorities and sports clubs look at 
playing pitches.  

Z The limited capacity of natural grass surfaces, especially for winter season 

competition, accommodating two or at most three games each week with a 

three to four month rest period in the summer.  The match capacity of any 

natural grass pitch is determined by a range of technical issues as well as the 

ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ  

Z {ǇƻǊǘǎΩ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ 

accommodate and encourage growing demand.  

Z {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ 

school-based pitches, both grass and ATP.  

Z The potential to develop shared public spaces especially on education sites.  

Z Governing body influences, most notably through sports development 

programmes.  

  

1.12 ¢ƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎΩ ŀŘŜǉǳŀŎȅ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

and adequate facilities for a better quality experience so encouraging more 

participation.  The particular challenge for local authorities as providers is to make 

best use of resources to maximise the value of the pitches estate in terms of its 

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜǎΦ  
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2. The Approach  

Part 1 - Audit  

2.1 The audit is an opportunity to develop a complete picture of the situation pertaining to 

all pitches in the Council area regarding condition/quality, location, usage profile, 

accessibility and ancillary facilities; it is also an opportunity to develop a picture of 

club membership, facilities used, challenges, aspirations and unmet demand.  Phase 
1 of the audit was approached as follows:-  

Audit Phase 1: Research and Consultation  

Z Consultation events.  Three events were held across the Borough; (i) 

Flowerfield Arts Centre on Tuesday 2 May; (ii) Sheskburn Recreation Centre 

on Wednesday 3 May; and (iii) Dungiven Sports Centre on Thursday 4 May.  

Sports clubs, community groups and schools were invited.  Total attendance 

was 58 individuals representing 21 sports clubs, 9 community groups and 5 

schools (see Appendix 1).  

  

Z Site visits.  9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎκŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ǿŀǎ 

ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘŜŘΦ  {ǇƻǊǘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ bƻƴ-Technical Visual Assessment 

within its Playing Pitch Model (PPM) system was applied to association 

football, gaelic games, rugby and cricket whilst the principles of the PPM 

system were also applied to hockey, lawn bowls, tennis and athletics. The 

PPM system, designed primarily for grass surfaces, considers slope, drainage, 

grass cover, wear and tear, floodlighting, litter, dog fouling, vandalism, 

changing accommodation, parking and access.  This helps identify pitches 

that are over-used, explains why some pitches might be under-used and 

helps prioritise investment decisions.  Also visited and inspected were the 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ƴǳƭǘƛ ǳǎŜ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ όa¦D!ΩǎύΦ  tƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ 

are appended (Appendix 2 ς Pitches; Appendix 3 ς a¦D!ΩǎύΦ  

  

Z Survey.  The purpose of survey work was to gather information on 

supply/demand and on the condition of pitches and related facilities not in 

Council ownership.  The main target groups for the survey were:-  

  

Í Clubs (who own a pitch)  

Í ¢ŜŀƳǎκŎƭǳōǎ όǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻǿƴ ŀ ǇƛǘŎƘύ  

Í Education sector  
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Í Community sector  

  

Given that completed questionnaires informed facility inventories and 

participation profiles it was important to maximise the returns, especially for 

sports clubs and teams.  Returns obtained were as follows:-  

  

Sport  No of Clubs  
No of 

Returns  
% Returns  

Association Football  

Gaelic Games  

Rugby  

46  40  85%  

28  28  100%  

4  4  100%  

Hockey  

Tennis  

4  4  100%  

5  5  100%  

Cricket  

Athletics  

Lawn Bowls  

5  5  100%  

5  5  100%  

11  11  100%  

  

A total of 15 returns (88%) were obtained from post primary schools and 13 

ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ όмс҈ύΦ  !ƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ a¦D!Ωǎ 

attracted 70 responses.  

  

Z Consultation Meetings/Interviews.  A series of meetings and interviews was 

conducted with key individuals and organisations in order to help complete 

the picture of existing provision and aspirations for future provision.  

  

Z Meetings were also held with Council staff responsible for booking out the 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ Ŝŀch pitch, 

cancellations and unmet demand (waiting lists).  

Audit ς Phase 2: Analysis and Audit Report  

Phase 2 of the audit was approached as follows:-  

  

Z Playing Pitch Model (PPM).  This is where information gathered through the 

audit is applied to Sport 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƴǳƳŜǊƛŎŀƭ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ΨŀŘŜǉǳŀŎȅ ƻŦ 

ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΩ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƎǊŀǎǎ ǇƛǘŎƘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ tta Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

applied directly; association football, gaelic games, rugby, hockey and cricket.  
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CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ a¦D!Ωǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇles of the PPM were applied 

where appropriate.  The stages in the PPM are as follows:-  

  

Stage 1  Identifying teams  

Stage 2  Calculating home games  

Stage 3  Assessing total home games per week  

Stage 4  Establish demand for games throughout the week   

 Stage 5  Defining pitches used/required  

 Stage 6  Establishing pitches available  

 Stage 7  Adequacy of provision  

  

Z Audit Report.  The audit report records research and consultation undertaken 

for the commission, leading to analysis and recommendations.  The audit 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀǎ ΨǿƘŀǘΩ and Ψǎƻ ǿƘŀǘΩ:-  

  

 WHAT  - quantity of current supply  

- quality of current supply  

- geographic location  

  

 SO WHAT  - impact on the community  

- ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ  

- ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ Ŏƻǎǘǎ  

- need for repairs/improvements (costed)  

  

The audit report deals with each sport/facility in turn. Part 

2 ς A Pitch Strategy  

2.2 CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ΨǿƘŀǘ ƴŜȄǘΩΚ  The approach has the following 

elements:-  

  

Z Strategy Consultation Workshop, leading to a;  

Z Draft Pitches Investment Strategy, inviting;  

Z Stakeholder views on emerging recommendations, resulting in a; Z Final 

Pitches Strategy  

  

Consultation on and preparation of the strategy takes into account a number of key 

considerations, including:-  
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Z Local government reform and the challenges facing the new Council in relation 

to pitches provision.  

Z Relevant regional and local strategies and planning policies.  

Z The growth in artificial turf surfaces.  

Z The advent of multi-sport pitches.  

Z The potential to develop shared public spaces.  

Z ¢ƘŜ LC!Ωǎ {Ƴŀƭƭ {ƛded Games initiative and the impact of this on local youth 

leagues and provision of facilities.  

Z The potential for partnerships and partnership funding in the development and 
operation of facilities.  

Z ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ΨƘǳōǎΩΦ  

  

2.3 The final Pitches Strategy identifies policy options and solutions.  It addresses each 

sport/facility in turn, looking at a range of considerations, including:-  

  

Z Rationalisation  

Z Repairs/enhancements  

Z Re-location  

Z Sports facility hubs and location options  

Z The potential of partnerships  

Z High-level costings Z Community access  

Z Equality screening  

  

 2.4  This report is Part 2: Audit of Existing Provision.  It is structured as follows:-  

  

Z Introduction  

Z The Approach  

Z Stakeholder Engagement  

Z Audit (by sport)  

Z Remedial Works / Technical Investigations  
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3. Stakeholder Engagement   

Introduction  

3.1 Sport NI and the Education Authority were contacted and given an opportunity to 

comment on current provision of facilities in the Borough across all eight sports.  In 

addition a site visit and meeting was held with Ulster University.  Three public 

consultation events were held, giving individuals and groups a change to think about 

future provision ς these consultation events supplemented a survey of sports clubs, 

schools and community groups.  Consultation with governing bodies is reported 
within the sport-specific sections.  

Sport NI  

3.2 Key data sets on the provision of a range of sports facilities is presented for each local 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ {ǇƻǊǘ bLΩǎ !ŎǘƛǾŜ tƭŀŎŜǎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ wŜǇƻǊǘ Ψ.ǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ DŀǇΩ нллфΦ  Of the nine facility types being considered in tƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ Ψ.ǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ DŀǇΩ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΣ ƎŀŜƭƛŎ ƎŀƳŜǎΣ ǊǳƎōȅΣ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŀǘƘƭŜǘƛŎǎΤ ŦƻǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΣ ƎŀŜƭƛŎ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƎōȅΣ ōƻǘƘ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ !¢tΩǎ 

ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ {ǇƻǊǘ bLΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŀudit of the stock of 

facilities, the Sport NI Facilities Database.  

  

3.3 The 2009 report on pitches revealed a shortfall in provision in Ballymoney and Coleraine 

and slight over provision in Limavady and Moyle, as follows:-  

  

   EXISTING PROVISION     

 

SUPPLY SITUATION  

    Grass    Synthetic  SNI Standard  

  

       
  

  
 

Ballymoney  13  25.09  4  13.2  3  6.3  44.55  1.81  7.24  51.8  39  16  0.13%  

Coleraine  23  44.39  6  19.7  5  11  74.73  1.29  5.16  79.8  91  37  0.16%  

Limavady  17  32.81  20  65.8  4  8.4  107  2.82  11.3  118  -10  -4  -0.03%  
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Moyle  4  7.72  12  39.5  2  4.2  51.4  0.89  3.56  55  -4  -1  -0.02%  

TOTALS  57  110  42  138  14  29  277.6  6.81  27.2  305  116  47    

  

A 2010 analysis of pitches in the former Limavady Borough Council area16 found that  

3 pitches listed in the Sport NI Facilities Database did not exist.  A 2014 update to 

Ψ.ǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŀǇΩ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ !¢tΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

included in the supply side of analysis as Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ 

Schools guidance published by Sport NI and the Department for Education, it is 

important to recognise the potential value of school sports facilities in addressing the 

facility shortfalls throughout Northern Ireland.  The scenario proposes an overall 

shortfall of 19 pitches (grass or ATP) for the Borough as a whole.  Whilst it is 

important to recognise the potential impact that community use of all school-based 

!¢tΩǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘŦŀƭƭ ƛƴ Ǉrovision (ie, a reduced shortfall from 47 to 19 

ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎύ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ψ.ǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŀǇΩΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 

community use.   

  

3.4 CƻǊ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ Ψ.ǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŀǇΩΣ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ aƻŘŜƭΣ 

ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ court provision to England and 

Scotland:-  

  

  England & Scotland  Northern Ireland  

Outdoor Courts  1 court per 3,700 people  1 court per 6,200 people  

Indoor Courts  1 court per 39,500 people  1 court per 171,000 people  

  

The report reckoned the Causeway Coast and Glens area as having a shortfall of 39 

tennis courts although it also noted that the influence of gaelic games participation 

and the ΨƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǇƛǘŎƘ-ōŀǎŜŘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΩ in Northern Ireland could 

reduce thƛǎ ǎƘƻǊǘŦŀƭƭ ōȅ ŀƴ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ сл҈Σ ƛŜΣ ǘƻ мс ŎƻǳǊǘǎΦ  {ǇƻǊǘ bLΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

revealed that ΨƳŀƴȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ-specified courts were 

refurbished to a suitable standard, the shortfall in tennis courts could be significantly 

ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘΩ.  Research further identified that 13% of all tennis facilities were found to 

have ΨǊƻǳƎƘ ǘŀǊƳŀŎΩ or gravel/shale surfaces which are unappealing and unsafe.  It 

ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

                                                      
16 Economic Appraisal for the Development of a 3G pitch at Scroggy Road; Limavady Borough Council 2010.  
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sector, Ψƻƴƭȅ пт҈ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΩ.  Whilst 

this is reckoned to be a high estimate, increased community access to sports facilities 

on education sites could potentially help reduce any shortfall in provision.  

  

3.5 For athƭŜǘƛŎǎΣ Ψ.ǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŀǇΩ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 

Model, assessing provision as follows:-  

  

  England & Scotland  Northern Ireland  

Athletics Facilities  1 facility per 185,000 people  1 facility per 214,000 people  

  

However, the report notes that UK Athletics recommends 1 track per 250,000 people 

which would suggest there are sufficient tracks to meet demand.  It further notes 

that some areas may be disadvantaged due to travel time to the nearest track ς 

Coleraine was cited in the report as one of the areas affected in this way.  

General Comments  

Z ¢ƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ Ψ.ǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŀǇΩ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

grass versus artificial turf pitches was that a ATP can accommodate 4 times 

the use of a grass pitch.  Sport NI recognises there are conflicting views on 

ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜΤ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘΣ CƛŜƭŘǎ ƛƴ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ Ψ{ƛȄ !ŎǊŜ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΩ ǊŜŎƪƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ 

value of an ATP to be twice that of a grass surface whilst other agencies use 

ŀ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ сΦ  {ƻΣ {ǇƻǊǘ bLΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ !¢t ƛǎ п ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƎǊŀǎǎ 

surface can be looked on as having a degree of flexibility.  

  

Z Multi-sport 3G pitches with floodlighting are encouraged by Sport NI as a way 

to embrace the three main large ball codes ς association football, gaelic 

games and rugby on a single site.  Typically a multi-sport 3G pitch measures 

approximately 140m x 90m and depending on markings is capable of 

accommodating 2 association football matches or 1 gaelic games match or 1 

rugby match.  Examples are at Crumlin Leisure Centre, Scroggy Road Playing 

Fields (Limavady) and Valley Park (Newtownabbey).  

  

Z Ψ.ǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŀǇΩǎΩ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ CƛŜƭŘǎ ƛƴ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ 

guidance in relation to formal outdoor space for sport, play and recreation 
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which proposes 1.2 hectares of playing pitches per 1,000 population17 

(association football, rugby, hockey, lacrosse, cricket).  Fields in Trust also 

addresses athletics, tennis, lawƴ ōƻǿƭǎ ŀƴŘ a¦D!ΩǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǳŘƛǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǳǎŜǎ 

Fields in Trust guidance to highlight adequacy of provision.  It then uses Sport 

9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ψ¢ƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ [ŜǾŜƭ tƭŀȅƛƴƎ CƛŜƭŘΥ tƭŀȅƛƴƎ tƛǘŎƘ aƻŘŜƭΩ ǘƻ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛǎŜ 

investment.  The Playing Pitch Model (PPM) looks at demand, matching it to 

supply to calculate whether there is an over-supply or under-supply in 

provision.    

Education Authority  

3.6 The Education Authority (EA) is the operational arm of the Department of Education.  

Given that most schools have sports pitches the Education Authority is a key 

stakeholder in any audit of and strategy for pitches.  

Community Use of School Pitches  

3.7 Strategically the Department of Education (DE) promotes use of schools by nonschool 

groups to help build stronger links with paǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ  59Ωǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 

ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ Ψ9ǾŜǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀ DƻƻŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩ18 states ά{ŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

a valuable facility for community use and schools are actively encouraged to consider 

making their premises available as a community ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦέ  DE sees 

schools as a hub for community activity, which can only be achieved through a pro-

active stance by school Governors.  To encourage more community use of schools 

and assist schools in setting up community use DE produced Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ 

{ŎƘƻƻƭ tǊŜƳƛǎŜǎΥ ! DǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ¢ƻƻƭƪƛǘ ŦƻǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ in 2014.  

  

3.8 ¢ƘŜ 9!Ωǎ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŦƻǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

to this commission; discussion points are summarised as follows:-  

  

Z ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tǊŜƳƛǎŜǎΥ ! DǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ¢ƻƻƭƪƛǘ ŦƻǊ 

{ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ 

can be used more broadly in the context of community use.  Also, the 

Ψ9ȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ a strategic context to encourage 

schools to consider community use.  

Z The newly formed Education Directorate will have an Assistant Director 

tasked with strategic oversight of community use of schools.  This move fits 

                                                      
17 DǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ {ǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ tƭŀȅΥ Ψ.ŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƛȄ !ŎǊŜ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΩΤ CƛŜƭŘǎ ƛƴ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ нлмрΦ  
18 Ψ9ǾŜǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀ DƻƻŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩΦ  5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΤ WǳƴŜ нлмм  
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with the on-going Area Planning process within education and the 

Community Planning process being led by local authorities.  

Z Quality indicators in school inspections now recognise community 

engagement and use of school facilities by local communities.  This is a 

relatively recent development that will, through time, encourage schools to 

be pro-active in developing community links.  Two examples of primary 

schools in the Causeway area that are recognised as being pro-active in 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ IŀǊǇǳǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ .ŀƭƭȅǎŀƭƭȅΣ ōƻǘƘ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛn 

Coleraine.  

  

3.9 Several general observations relating to community use of school sports facilities, based 

on research for this and similar commissions, can be made as follows:-  

  

Z Primary schools mostly are not in a position to consider community use of 

their facilities as they tend not to have facilities that are suited to community 

use.  This is especially the case with sports pitches.  There are of course 

exceptions to this.  

  

Z Insurance is often put forward as a barrier to community use; DE makes clear 

that responsibility for on-site control and supervision of community activities 

rests with the user group so there is an expectation that user groups will hold 

public liability insurance.  However, this is not always the case; a group of 

people wanting to come together to play recreational five-a-side in a school 

hall or on a pitch is not likely to have insurance and is unlikely to want to take 

out insurance just for a kick-about amongst friends.  Requiring insurance of 

user groups may actually create a barrier to the very people who want to see 

using school facilities.  

  

Z {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻōƭƛƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƻƻǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǳǎŜΤ ƛǘΩǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ 

down to individuals, either staff or Governors to champion community use.  

When this does happen the benefits often lead to an expansion of community 

use.  

  

Z Post primary schools that develop sports pitches with public funding from, 

say, Sport NI or a local authority are required to make the funded facilities 

available for community use.  However, pricing structures for community use 

must be reasonable.  
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Z Community use ideally should be a coming together of the local authority, 

the Education Authority and the school each bringing their particular skill and 

resource to the project.  

  

Z Area Planning in the education sector is on-going, leading to school 

amalgamations and possible closures; the amalgamation of Coleraine High 

School and Coleraine Academical Institution is a recent example.  

Amalgamations such as this which result in a larger enrolment may lead to 

the development of new pitches on education sites in accordance with the 
Department of Education Handbook.  

Ulster University ς Coleraine Campus  

3.10 The Ulster University at Coleraine provides outdoor and indoor sports facilities 

primarily for its students, sports clubs and staff but also for use by the local 

community.  Its outdoor sports facilities are as follows:-  

  

Association Football  
3 x grass pitches; one of these is a floodlit training pitch and it has been 

ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ΨtǊǳƴǘȅΩ όŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ΨǎŀƴŘ ƳŀǘǘǊŜǎǎΩύ ǘƻ ƎǊŀǎǎ ΨǎŀƴŘ 

ŦƛōǊŜΩΦ  ²ƻǊƪ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 

ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƎǊŀǎǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ  ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ ΨtǊǳƴǘȅΩ ǇƛǘŎƘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ мн 

training hours of use weekly it is anticipated the ΨǎŀƴŘ ŦƛōǊŜΩ ǇƛǘŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ 

approximately 20-24 training hours per week during the winter season.  It may 

also be able to be used for an extended season.    

  

Gaelic Games  
1 x grass pitch, full size.  This pitch will be developed (18/19 academic year) as 

ŀ ƎǊŀǎǎ ΨǎŀƴŘ ŦƛōǊŜΩ ǇƛǘŎƘΦ  

  

Rugby  
2 x grass pitches; one of these pitches has floodlights.  It is planned to develop 

this floodlit pitch as a multi-ǎǇƻǊǘ ΨпDΩ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ό140m x 90m), facilitating gaelic 

games, rugby and association football.  Should the project be approved it is 

anticipated work will start in the 19/20 academic year.  

  

Tennis  
4 x artificial grass courts.  
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 3.11  The University opened a new Sports Centre on the Coleraine campus in January  

2017, providing an 8 court sports hall, fitness/strength & conditioning suite, changing 

accommodation (indoor and outdoor) and office accommodation.  The Sports Centre is 

located beside the pitches.  It is planned to re-develop an existing pavilion building (close to 

the Sports Centre) to provide more changing accommodation ς estimated cost £1.5 million.  

In terms of sports development the University, in partnership with sports governing bodies 

has recently appointed sports-specific Development Officers for athletics, cricket, gaelic 

games (x2), rugby, ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΣ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƘƻŎƪŜȅΣ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ мл 

officers.  Other points in relation to future development of outdoor facilities at the 

University are of interest:-  

  

Z Three former shale pitches adjacent to the Cromore Road North Entrance are 

ΨŜŀǊƳŀǊƪŜŘΩ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ  hƴŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ŀ пллƳ Ȅ с ƭŀƴŜ 

Ψ¢ŀǊǘŀƴΩ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŎƪΦ  

  

Z A grass training area, with lighting along one side, is earmarked for 

development as a grass pitch.  

  

Z An open grass area between the two main University buildings (referred to 

ŀǎ ΨtƘŀǎŜ мΩ ŀƴŘ ΨtƘŀǎŜ нΩύ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 

could be complemented by indoor cricket nets in the new Sports Centre.  

  

Z The existing sports pavilion building provides changing accommodation for 

teams using the sports pitches.  It is set for a major refurbishment.  

  

Z A 5km path, with lighting, will be constructed around the campus.  It is 

intended for use by walkers and joggers.  

  

3.12 ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ /ƻƭŜǊŀƛƴŜ /ŀƳǇǳǎ ƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀƭŜ 

and scope of its provision for sports generally and outdoor sport in particular.  

Beyond the sports mentioned here the University has a keen interest in golf; it is one 

of 11 Universities in the UK that is linked to the R&A through their golf support 

programme.  As the University continues to re-organise its campuses, the 

Physiotherapy Department and Life & Health Sciences will move from Jordanstown 

to Coleraine in 2018.  Civic engagement will be a key driver as the University 
continues to develop its sports facilities and programmes in the coming years.  
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Consultation Events  

 3.13  Three consultation events were held:-  

  

Z Flowerfield Arts Centre, Tuesday 2 May 2017 (18 attendees)  

Z Sheskburn Recreation Centre, Wednesday 3 May 2017 (18 attendees) Z 

Dungiven Sports Centre, Thursday 4 May 2017 (22 attendees)  

  

The purpose of these events was to (i) provide an opportunity to introduce the audit 

and strategy project to the community; (ii) promote the survey; (iii) allow the 

consultants to hear first-hand about pitches provision and how it influences 

participation across the eight sports; (iv) supplement survey work.  Appendix 1 

presents a record of attendance and comments at each consultation event.  Four 

topics were introduced and attendees were asked to record their thoughts.  A 

random selection of comments is highlighted here to give a flavour of the events.  

  

Topic / Question  Comment  

PRESENT NEED   

What is your need for  

Council facilities?  

Flowerfield Arts Centre  

Í ΨhǳǊ ƴŜŜŘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƎǊŀǎǎ and 
ŦƭƻƻŘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ Ŏƭǳō ǇƭŀȅΦΩ 
(Coleraine Tennis Club)  

Í Ψ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ нс ǘŜŀƳǎΤ ƴƻ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘƛǊŜΦΩ (Owen  

Roe GAC)  

  

Sheskburn Recreation Centre  

Í ΨbŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƻƻǊ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΦΩ 
όaŎvǳƛƭƭŀƴΩǎ D!/ύ  

Í Ψ²Ŝ need pitches on a Thursday evening for training 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎΦΩ (Ballycastle United  
Youth Academy)  
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 Dungiven Sports Centre  

Í Ψ!ǎ ŀ ǿƻƳŜƴκƎƛǊƭΩǎ Ŏƭǳō ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ 
Council pitches or do not have grounds of our own, 
therefore we have an urgent need for pitches in a 
ǎŀŦŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦΩ ό{ǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 
Camogie Club)  

Í Ψ²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇƛǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 
poor training pitch it would be very beneficial if 
Council could help with the provision of a second 
playing pitch on land recently purchased by the 
ŎƭǳōΦΩ ό{ǘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ D!/ύ  
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Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 

present provision meet 

your need?  

Flowerfield Arts Centre  

Í ΨIƻŎƪŜȅ ǇƛǘŎƘ ŀǘ wǳƎōȅ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ƛǎ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎΦ  !ƴ 
all-weather indoor facility would benefit all sports 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦΩ (Coleraine RFCC)  

Í Ψ5ƻŜǎƴΩǘΗ  оD wǳƎōȅ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ м Ŏƭǳō 
night per week, then individual teams need to find 
ŀ ǎƭƻǘΦΩ (Bertie Peacock Youths)  
  

Sheskburn Recreation Centre  

Í Ψ/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Glens is all but non-ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴǘΦΩ (Friends)  

Í Ψ¢ƘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ vǳŀȅ wƻŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎ ƳŜŜǘǎ ŀƴȅ 
ƴŜŜŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΦΩ (Carey Faughs GAC)  
  

Dungiven Sports Centre  

Í Ψм ƛƴŘƻƻǊ Ƙŀƭƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴŘƻƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ 
winter season.  There are no grass pitches for ladies 
football.  There is no equality when it comes to the 
ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŦŜƳŀƭŜǎΦΩ ό{ǘ /ŀƴƛŎŜΩǎ 
Ladies GFC)  

Í ΨLǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩt.  There is high costs involved to access 
any of the Council facilities.  Roe Valley Leisure 
Centre and 3G pitches are neighbouring our 
estates.  We have been lobbying this last few years 
to get access to a pitch/green space.  We cater for 
over 150 young people on a weekly basis.  (Roe 
Valley Residents Association)  
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LŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 

ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŜǘ 

your need tell us why.  

Flowerfield Arts Centre  

Í Ψhƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǇƛǘŎƘΣ ǎƻ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳǎ 
to train adequately.  On a Saturday due to Coleraine 
Ladies Hockey Club having priority booking of the 
one pitch we only have access from 10.45am (by the 
time pitch is cleared) to 12.30pm.  This means we 
are only able to fulfil one fixture and therefore 
teams/players are missing out on matches.  Also 
many schools are unwilling to travel and play 
against us due to the late start.  This is because 
many of the pupils and teaches are involved in 
afternoon matches and need to be available for 
their clubs in the afternoon.  Because of this we are 
having to play a lot of away fixtures and this has 
impacted with less of our players playing for their 
Ŏƭǳō ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƴƻǘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΦΩ 
(Coleraine Grammar School)  

Í ΨhǘƘŜǊ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ мн-20 not 
catered for.  Need for a MUGA facility with lights for 
winter evenings.  Ned for a proper adult gym to 
cater for all ages, youths to seniors.  Need for 
seating, green area, strolling area to create village 
ƎǊŜŜƴ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ  ¢ǊŜŜǎ ϧ ǎƘǊǳōǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎΦΩ  
(Castlerock Community Association)  

  

Sheskburn Recreation Centre  

Í Ψ¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǿŀǘŜǊƭƻƎƎŜŘΦ  !ƭƭ ƎŀƳŜǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 
ммŀƳΦΩ (Ballycastle United Youth)  

Í Ψbƻ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊŀƎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΦΩ (Ruairi Og GAC)  
  

Dungiven Sports Centre  

Í ΨThe only Council facility that we have access to is 
the new sports centre, but as a profitable club we 
are unable to afford to pay the rates charged at the 
new facility.  We are currently using school pitches, 
which have no toilet or shower facilities.  As a health 
ϧ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŀǎƛōƭŜΦΩ ό{ǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 
Camogie Club)  
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Í ΨWith the game of soccer continuing to grow in the 

Dungiven area the amount of teams within our club 

ŦŀǊ ŜȄŎŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦΩ 

(Dungiven Celtic)  
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QUALITY  
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What is your view of the 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎΚ  

Flowerfield Arts Centre  

Í Ψ/ŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ǿŜ ǳǎŜΦ  
Astro hockey pitch at JDLC is excellent.  Football 
pitches in Ballymoney are good but sometimes the 
pitches cannot be used after bad ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦΩ  
(Dalriada Grammar School)  

Í Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜǊƻŎƪΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΦ  bƻ 
dugout facility or shelter for support team.  Lack of 
ƭƛǘǘŜǊ ōƛƴǎΣ ƭƛǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƎŀƳŜΦΩ 
(Castlerock  
Community Association)  

  

Sheskburn Recreation Centre  

Í Ψ²ƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ-weather 
pitches in our area which would give us possibility 
to increase winter training and possibly introduce 
other sports to the youth of Glens.  We are happy 
to join with other clubs/schools/sporting 
organisations to try and develop a facility in our 
area.  Cushendun GAC would be happy to lead and 
Ƙƻǎǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΦΩ 
(Cushendun GAC)  

Í ΨbŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ wŜƴŜǿŀƭ DǊƻǳǇǎ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
needs to be more investment in 4G pitches and that 
the lack of pitches available means that certain 
ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ  9ƎΣ ǘƘŜ 
Northern Ireland Junior team has never been able 
ǘƻ ǘǊŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘΦΩ (Neighbourhood Renewal  
Area Groups)  

  

Dungiven Sports Centre  

Í Ψ¢ƘŜ оD ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŦŀŎilities is too small for our GAA 
needs for the majority of our teams.  It can cater for 
our U8 only.  The 4G in Limavady is too far to travel 
for underage teams.  Senior competitive games are 
ƴƻǘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻƴ пD ŘǳŜ ǘƻ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ƛƴƧǳǊȅΦΩ ό{ǘ /ŀƴƛŎŜΩǎ 
GAC)  

Í ΨScroggy Road currently is in good condition but 

does not meet future requirements.  Pitches we 
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play on are of a good standard.  Roe Mill Road does 

not have enough changing facilities ς small and out 

ƻŦ ŘŀǘŜΦΩ (Newtowne FC/Youths)  
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Name the top 3 Council 

pitches and tell us why.  

Flowerfield Arts Centre  

Í Ψ.ǊƻƻƪƎǊŜŜƴΣ  Castlerock,  Portstewart  ς 
 Ǉŀǎǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦΩ (Brookgreen Bowling Club)  

Í Ψ.ŀƭƭȅǎŀƭƭȅΣ /ǊŜǎŎŜƴǘΣ wǳƎōȅ !ǾŜƴǳŜΦΩ (Harry Gregg 
Foundation/Coleraine FC Academy)  
  

Sheskburn Recreation Centre  

Í Ψ.ƛƭƭȅ ²ŀǘǎƻƴ ǇƛǘŎƘ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘ ǎƻŎŎŜǊ ǇƛǘŎƘ ōǳǘ ŘǊŀƛƴŀƎŜ 
ƛǎ ǇƻƻǊΦΩ (BUFC Seniors)  

Í ΨwǳƎōȅ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ς excellent pitches but low 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ōƻƻƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜΦΩ  
(Neighbourhood Renewal Area Groups)  

  

Dungiven Sports Centre  

Í ΨWƻŜȅ 5ǳƴƭƻǇ όwƛŀŘŀ /ŜƴǘǊŜ), Rugby Avenue, Dunlop 
C/ΦΩ (Newtowne FC/Youths)  

Í ΨThere is no grass pitch provision by Council in the 
ǿƛŘŜǊ 5ǳƴƎƛǾŜƴ ŀǊŜŀΦΩ (Kevin Lynch Hurling Club)  
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Name the bottom 3 

Council pitches and tell us 

why.  

Flowerfield Arts Centre  

Í Ψ.ŀƭƭȅƳƻƴŜȅ ŀǎǘǊƻ ς floodlights never work 
properly.  Anderson Park ς ǇƻƻǊ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ϧ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΦΩ 
(Coleraine Grammar School)  

Í ΨCrescent ς dogs using it as a toilet, used for 
bonfires.  Not maximising sport.    AstroTurf Rugby 
Avenue, wrong surface for football, too slippy & not 
ǳǘƛƭƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ оDΦΩ  (Bertie Peacock Youths)  
  

Sheskburn Recreation Centre  

Í ΨWŀƳŜǎ aŎ{ƘŀƴŜ ς poor drainage, under-sized.  Only 
usable less than 50% of the year.  AstroTurf ς size, 
poor surface, limited use during winter.  Thompson 
Field ς no GAA goals, has to be multi-purpose pitch, 
ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŘǊŀƛƴŀƎŜΣ ǘƻƻ ǎƳŀƭƭΦΩ όaŎvǳƛƭƭŀƴΩǎ D!/ύ  

Í Ψ!ƴ ŀǊŜŀ ōŜǎƛŘŜ aƛƭƭōǳǊƴ t{ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƴŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 
state of disrepair but could be developed to meet 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅκǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΦΩ (Neighbourhood  
Renewal Area Groups)  

  

Dungiven Sports Centre  

Í Ψ.ŀƭƭȅŎŀǎǘƭŜΣ [ƛƳŀǾŀŘȅΣ .ǳǊƴŦƻƻǘΦΩ (Dungiven Celtic)  

Í Ψ¢ƘŜ /ǊŜǎŎŜƴǘΣ ±ŀƭŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ .ŀƭƭȅǎŀƭƭȅΦΩ (Newtowne 

FC/Youths)  
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What  about  changing 

accommodation?  

Flowerfield Arts Centre  

Í Ψ[ƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
ƘƻŎƪŜȅ ŀǘ W5[/ΦΩ (Dalriada Grammar School)  

Í ΨCould do with cleaner, more up to date facilities, 
particularly for ladies and disability.  Facility for 
making tea/coffee for visiting teams.  Need to be 
opened up, insufficient time to allow coaches to get 
set up and warmed up pre-ƳŀǘŎƘΦΩ  (Harry Gregg  
Foundation/Coleraine FC Academy)  

  

Sheskburn Recreation Centre  

Í Ψ!ǘ !ǊƳƻȅ wC/ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ пл 
year old pre-fab.  Not suitable for use for young 
peopƭŜ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΦΩ (Armoy Rugby Club)  

Í Ψ/ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ vǳŀȅ wƻŀŘ ƛǎ ŦƛƴŜ ōǳǘ 
ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƛŘȅƛƴƎ ǳǇΦΩ (BUFC Seniors)  
  

Dungiven Sports Centre  

Í ΨLƴ 5ǳƴƎƛǾŜƴ ƴŜǿ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳǎ ŀǊŜ 
too small because our U6=8 number are roughly 30 
ς 45 respectfully.  They are too small for seniors as 
there are normally between 24-ол ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀƴŜƭΦΩ (St 
/ŀƴƛŎŜΩǎ D!/ύ  

Í ΨGenerally really poor ς ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΦΩ  

(Newtowne FC/Youths)  

  

ASPIRATIONS ς SPORTS DEVELOPMENT  
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What are the aspirations 

for your club / group / 

school thinking about 

sports development (eg, 

more people involved, 

targeting specific groups, 

coaching, etc)  

Flowerfield Arts Centre  

Í Ψ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘǿƻ !ǎǘǊƻ¢ǳǊŦ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ƻƴ ǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ 

Coleraine at Coleraine Grammar School (Castlerock 

Road).  This would be a community facility which 

could be accessed by local primary schools/post 

primary schools during the day (eg, Coleraine 

College, DH Christie) and community groups in the 

evening.  This would hopefully lead to more 

people/girls/young people involved in hockey but 

other sports could also make use of the facilities.  

Access to the pitches would also help/aid to deliver 

the PE curriculum at CGS and other primary and 

post primary schools.  High quality training and 

coaching would develop our elite pupils and  
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 hopefully  lead  to  more  Ulster  &  Irish  

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎΦΩ (Coleraine Grammar School)  

Í ΨA MUGA/pitch would be available for the children 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ IŀǊǇǳǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ ϧ /ǳƛƭǊŀǘƘ /ƻǊƴŜǊ bǳǊǎŜǊȅΦ  
²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ IŀǊǇǳǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
& Family Centre and the principal is on Cross Glebe 
Community Association.  We would hope to target 
all the children in the school (220) and all the 
children in the Cross Glebe, Grasmere, Newmills 
Area.  The schools are also part of a cluster group 
with other local primary schools where we would be 
able to hold sports competition (football, tag rugby, 
ball games, cricket, hockey).  The school is now in 
the top 10% in some areas of social deprivation and 
the community Association are keen to use it in the 
evenings to coach sports and run youth clubs (the 
pitch, the MUGA is on is attached to Sunlea Youth  
/ŜƴǘǊŜύΦΩ  όIŀǊǇǳǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭύ  

Í Ψ/ƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ¦р Ҧ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΦ  
Enjoyment/fun/friendship for all ages.  Increase the 
number of young people playing our games.  
Sustain the number of people playing.  Get more 
coaches to complete courses beyond foundation 
level (weekend time issues).  More coaches ς 
particularly hurling.  Proper provision for our sport 
ς facilities needed.  Links with community/other 
communities/young/adult/older people.  Better 
school and programme/club school links.  Keep 
fielding as many teams as possible senior level ς 
ǘŜŀƳ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦΩ  (Owen Roe GAC)  
  

Sheskburn Recreation Centre  

Í ΨDǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ŘŜǇǊƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
offer more outdoor based activities to their 
residents at no/low cost.  They would like to try 
sports that are non-traditional to their culture.   
They have more young people wanting to 

participate in organised sport than they have 

qualified coaches so investment in training would 

be excellent.  The groups wish to have more input 
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in regards to what activities are available in their 

areas.  They wish to build capacity within their 

teenage members to eventually take over the  
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ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦΩ (Neighbourhood 
Renewal Area Groups)  

Í Ψ¢ƻ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ 
health and wellbeing approach for all pupils.  
Making plans with proper facilities will allow 
greater emphasis to be placed on participation and 
ǎƪƛƭƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦΩ ό{ǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭύ  

Í ΨOur club holds a fit club every year which is 
supported by all members of the community and 
beyond ς male, female, aged 16 ς 60+.  It is a great 
social as well as healthy activity.  We have a walking 
club in the area who would use the facilities.  The 
local primary school uses the pitch.  All age groups 
are catered for in our club and our juvenile club ς 
bŀƻƳƘ tŀŘǊŀƛƎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ ΨŦǳƴ-ŘŀȅΩ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎΦΩ  (Carey Faughs GAC)  
  

Dungiven Sports Centre  

Í Ψ5ǳƴƎƛǾŜƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜǇǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΣ ƻǳǊ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ 
camogie, increase our numbers and get the girls off 
the street and into a safe environment, which will 
help them develop physically and mentally.  At the 
moment we have no facilities to play or train.  We 
are begging to get a pitch for any home matches, 
again women are treated as second class citizens 
from our local Council, and under equality issues 
this is unacceptable.  Without the assistance of our 
local GAA Clubs (which are not Council property) we 
would struggle to survive at all, therefore this puts 
ŀŘŘŜŘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦΩ (St tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 
Camogie Club)  

Í ΨOur aspiration is to remain solvent and to continue 
to provide top class sporting facilities to local clubs 
and to the wider community.  We in particular 
would like to promote the following sports ς soccer, 
GAA, rugby.  We also would like to get more women 
involved in sports.  Our pan is also to engage youth 
in sport as a tool to eradicate anti-social behaviour 
and sectarianism within our community.   



 

    

 Audit Page | 34  

  

Causeway Coast & Glens Borough  Council   
Pitches Condition Survey & Strategy   
Part 2: Audit of Existing Provision                                      

Opportunity for youth to work with groups that had 
ƴŜǾŜǊ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦΩ (Greysteel Community  
Enterprise)  
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Í ΨWith a surge in Youth football over the past 5 years 
from 1 team to 15, 2 of which are all girls teams the 
club plan to sustain growth at adults and youth 
level.  With the girls/ladies game continuing to 
gather momentum throughout the country special 
emphasis will be made in developing this aspect 
within our club.  The hope is that within a period of 
time we will have a fully affiliated ladies team 
running alongside our male adult teams and youth 
system.  At the minute we have over 100 registered 
adults and over 200 registered Youths.  This in our 
opinion will continue to rise dictating the need for 
ƳƻǊŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦΩ  (Dungiven Celtic)  

  

FUTURE NEED ς FACILITIES  
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What facilities (pitches 

and/or changing 

accommodation) do you 

need to help deliver your 

sports development 

aspirations?  

Flowerfield Arts Centre  

Í Ψ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ п ŎƻǳǊǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
artificial grass and the floodlights need to be up to 
the standard for club play.  We also need 4 indoor 
courts.  It is not just having the facilities that is 
important it is the upkeep.  There is no point in 
having tennis courts if they are not looked after 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΦΩ (Coleraine Tennis Club)  

Í ΨTwo AstroTurf pitches are needed and refurbished 
changing facilities.  This will allow for top class 
hockey facilities in the area.  Athletics provision also 
needed in area.  We are poor relation in athletics 
due to Antrim Forum and Meadowbank,  
Magherafelt & Derry.  Indoor cricket facilities are 
non-existent in the area from Ballymena to 
[ƛƳŀǾŀŘȅΦΩ  (Coleraine Grammar School)  

Í ΨFacilities to hire ς grass/3G/4G pitches.  Help to or 
create our own facilities either grass or 3G/4G 
ǇƛǘŎƘΦΩ  (Owen Roe Gaelic Club)  
  

Sheskburn Recreation Centre  

Í Ψ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ о ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀȅŀōƭŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ 
changing accommodation for 5 teams.  We need 
training facilities for 200 kids mid-ǿŜŜƪΦΩ 
(Ballycastle Youth)  

Í Ψ!ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ ǊƻǳƴŘ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎƛȊŜŘ оD ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǎǎ 

pitches which would include adequate changing  
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 facilities.  This would include floodlights.  Provision 
of an indoor facility to GAA.  Size to be 6 x 2 
badminton court sizes.  These facilities need to be in 
.ŀƭƭȅŎŀǎǘƭŜΦΩ όaŎvǳƛƭƭŀƴΩǎ D!/ύ  

Í Ψ!ƭƭ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΤ ŦƭƻƻŘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΦΩ  (Cushendun  

GAC)  

  

Dungiven Sports Centre  

Í Ψ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
maintenance arrangements, which will keep our 
pitch in top condition and provide upgrades when 
ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŘǳŜΦΩ (Greysteel Community Enterprise)  

Í ΨWe require a pitch to play games on and train on, 
which has changing facilities and toilet facilities with 
lighting for the darker evenings.  It needs to be a safe 
and secure facility as our youngest members are U6 
ǎƻ ǿŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀƴ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΦΩ  
(St PatrƛŎƪΩǎ /ŀƳƻƎƛŜ /ƭǳōύ  

Í Ψ(1) Updated and extended toilet facilities.  (2) A 
second playing pitch ς the club purchased additional 
land 3/4 years ago and would like to develop this in 
the short term.  However financial constraints ae a 
ƳŀƧƻǊ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜΦΩ  (St MatǘƘŜǿΩǎ D!/ύ  
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How do you see these 

facilities being 

developed?  

Flowerfield Arts Centre  

Í Ψ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
organisations.   Joint funding applications.  Creation 
of a fully inclusive community atmosphere around 
tennis.  Withdrawing stumbling blocks currently in 
place.  Clubs working together for the benefit of 
tennis.  Acceptance of changing times, new clubs, 
different generations.  A willingness to acknowledge 
the work groups.   Do without Council involvement.  
Many clubs are run voluntarily and work on a 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ōŀǎƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦΩ 
(Causeway Community Tennis Club)  

Í ΨLand available at Coleraine GS could be used as an 
area for a sporting hub.  Hockey, rugby, tennis, 
football, athletics, cricket, rowing, gym to be used 
by primary schools, post primary schools, local clubs 
from 9am ς 9pm in conjunction with Council and  
{ŎƘƻƻƭΦΩ  (Coleraine Grammar School)  
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Í ΨJointly with club, community, Council and schools 
to ensure continued use every day all day.  Remove 
ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘƛǎƳΦΩ  (Harry Gregg  
Foundation/Coleraine FC Academy)  

  

Sheskburn Recreation Centre  

Í Ψ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ 
facilities on site and could do with upgrading toilets 
and facilities for disabled.  Developing a 4G playing 
field with the Council would suit other 
organisations such as youth club and be able to 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦΩ 
(Ruairi Og GAC)  

Í Ψ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ƙŀǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ 
development for exactly this purpose.  It is actually 
seeking to bring a proposal forward to develop this 
area.  Very willing to discuss this as a joint 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭκŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǳǎŜΦΩ ό{ǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ 
School)  

Í ΨIn a partnership with other sports clubs in the area 
and with Council as the driver to draw down 
ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΦΩ  (Friends)  
  

Dungiven Sports Centre  

Í ΨLǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ōƻǘƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ 
community to ensure Greysteel has the same 
opportunities as other villages in the area, that are 
ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǊŜŀǎΦΩ 
(Greysteel Community Enterprise)  

Í ΨPart funding with local Council, joint effort to 
ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǇƛǘŎƘΦΩ (Roe Valley 
Residents Association)  

Í ΨCouncil to fulfil its commitment to the original 
consultation.  Funding from NI Sport & Lottery.  
tŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ Ŏƭǳō ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎΦΩ  ό{ǘ /ŀƴƛŎŜΩǎ D!/ύ  
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Section Summary  

3.14 The consultation process for this commission has engaged a range of key groups and 

organisations having an interest in the development of outdoor sports in the 

Causeway Coast and Glens area.  The Education Authority encourages schools to 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ 

Coleraine campus, with its recently opened Sports Centre and improvements to its 

outdoor provision is keen to work with community partners in future capital 

developments and programmes.  Sports clubs, community groups and schools are 

the lifeblood of the sporting community and the development of their activities and 

programmes is linked to the provision of facilities that are suitable and sufficient in 

encouraging more participation.  
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4. Association Football  

Introduction   

4.1 This section presents consultation with the Irish Football Association followed by an 

overview of the supply of and demand for association football pitches; an 

assessment of adequacy of provision ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ {ǇƻǊǘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ΨtƭŀȅƛƴƎ tƛǘŎƘ 

aƻŘŜƭΩ όttaύΩΤ ǘƘŜ tta ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ ǘo assess the condition of facilities in the 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψbƻƴ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΩ ǘƻƻƭΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ 

are 46 association football clubs in the Council area operating a mix of adult and 

youth teams.  Having established the supply and demand situation the section 

considers how it impacts on the community.  The section is structured as follows:-  

  

Z Irish Football Association  

Z Pitch Supply ς Location, Quantity, Quality  

Z Clubs, Teams and Players  

Z Adequacy of Provision  

Z Community Impact  

Z Operational Costs  

Irish Football Association  

4.2 ¢ƘŜ LC! ŀŎǘǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ΨǎŜƴƛƻǊ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Premiership, the Championship and the Intermediate Leagues.  In the Causeway 

Coast and Glens area there are 46 association football clubs with 4,096 playing 

members, an average of 89 playing members per club.  As the governing body the 

IFA is heavily involved in development of the game amongst young players; it does 

this through the Grassroots Development programme, involving a team of 

Grassroots Development Officers working at a local level across the Province.  One 

of these officers has responsibility for the Causeway Coast & Glens Borough Council 

area.  

  

4.3 In June 2017 the IFA launched its new five year strategy ς ΨtǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ CƻǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

Developing Football for All: 2017-нлннΩ.  Several elements have relevance to the 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΥ-  

  

Z Stadia Improvements ς ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ΨǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎǘŀŘƛŀ 

ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǘ tǊŜƳƛŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ 

supporters and improve the chances of hosting further UEFA tournaments.  

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ΨǳǇ ǘƻ нл ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƳŀƭƭer projects 
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ǿƛǘƘ Ŏƭǳōǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ tǊŜƳƛŜǊǎƘƛǇΩ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ŎƭǳōǎΣ 

incorporating stadia and training facilities (timeline 2018-2020).  

  

Z Regional Hubs ς the aim is to deliver a football hub in each Council area, 

serving as a host venue for small-sided games and becoming the focus for all 

local IFA activity (timeline 2019).  

  

Z Lending Strategy ς the IFA will act as a financial lender for clubs to ensure 

they can access the full range of government funds (timeline 2018-2020).  

  

Z Pitch Strategy ς the IFA will provide subsidised training for club ground staff, 

hosting workshops and practical demonstrations (timeline 2019).  

  

Z Tweak the Season ς the aim is to have clubs playing in May and June so that 

Premiership clubs qualifying for Europe are in peak form and fitness (timeline 

2019).  

  

!ǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

work alongside the IFA to maximise value for money and avoid duplication.  

  

4.4 The IFA launched its current strategy for the development of youth football in 2015 

ς Ψ[Ŝǘ ¢ƘŜƳ tƭŀȅΤ LǊƛǎƘ C! ¸ƻǳǘƘ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ нлмр-нлнрΩ ς which aims to 

increase youth football participation from around 50,000 currently to 75,000 by 2020 

and 100,000 by 2025.  The obvious implication of a 100% increase in participation for 

local authorities and other facility providers is increased pressure on facilities for 

training and competition for youth participation and for adult participation as players 

mature. Futsal   

4.5 The game of Futsal, popular in Asia and South America, is growing in popularity here 

in Northern Ireland ς the Foyle Futsal Arena opened recently in Londonderry.  Futsal 

is a form of five-a-side generally played indoors using court markings to define the 

area of play.  A court typically measures anything from 25 metres to 42 metres in 

length and 16 metres to 25 metres in width.  It improves techniques and is very 

popular with girls.  Schools are encouraged to adopt Futsal with a Schools and 

Colleges Futsal League to be established by 2020.  

  

4.6 Cǳǘǎŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ΨǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ŦƛǾŜ-a-side game in the coming years.  

From a starting point of around 150 participants in late 2015 the game has grown to 

around 8,000 participants today in Northern Ireland.  More facilities are now lining 
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Futsal courts in sports halls; the Ulster University has a Futsal court in its new sports 

centre in Coleraine.  Other points to note are:-  

  

Z Futsal is being developed in Northern Ireland in accordance with a five-year 

ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΣ ΨDŀƳŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜǊΩΦ  bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

championship, with the Ulster University set to be used for residential 
training camps.  

Z ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ΨŦƛǾŜ-a-ǎƛŘŜΩΣ Cǳǘǎŀƭ plays to the lines, therefore it is a more skilful 

game.  The ball (size 4 for adults, size 3 for juniors) has a reduced bounce 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨƻǾŜǊǎƛȊŜ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ōŀƭƭΩ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŦƛǾŜ-a-side.  

Z A Futsal squad has 14 players of which 5 are on court.  The game is played in 

two 20 minute halves, however the clock stops when the ball is out of play 
so games can last considerably longer than 40 minutes.  

Z Northern Ireland now has a domestic Futsal league, with both male and 

female sections.  It is expected that children playing in Small Sided Games 

ƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ Cǳǘǎŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƭƻǎŜΩ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ LC! ƛƴǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƭƻȅ ŀ 

Futsal development officer.  

  

4.7 ¢ƘŜ LC! ŀŘǾƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Cǳǘǎŀƭ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ ΨǎƳŀƭƭ-ǎƛŘŜŘΩ 

alternatives to the competitive eleven player game with a view to encouraging more 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘ ōȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

developments and how they may affect the future provision of pitches by local 

authorities and others.  

Small Sided Games  

4.8 The phenomenon of Small Sided Games (SSG) continues to grow.  Its success is 

attributed to the child-centred ethos which parents and clubs are embracing.  There 

are four age groups:-  

  

Age  Team Size  Squad  Pitch Size  Goals Size  

¦ƴŘŜǊ уΩǎ  Five-a-side  8  35mx25m  3.65mx1.83m  

¦ƴŘŜǊ фΩǎ  Seven-a-side  10  55mx35m  3.65mx1.83m  

¦ƴŘŜǊ млΩǎ  Seven-a-side  10  55mx35m  3.63mx1.83m  

¦ƴŘŜǊ ммΩǎ  Nine-a-side  12  65mx45m  4.87mx2.13m  

  

Matches are played on Saturday mornings usually in three time slots; 9.00am ς 

10.00am, 10.00am ς 11.00am, 11.00am ς 12noon.  The duration and structure of 

matches is specified as follows:-  
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 Five-a-side  ς   3 periods of play, each 12 minutes  

 Seven-a-side  ς  3 periods of play, each 15 minutes  

 Nine-a-side  ς  2 periods of play, each 25 minutes  

  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ǊŜŦŜǊŜŜǎΤ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘŜŀƳ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎ ΨǊŜŦŜǊŜŜΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ-lines.  Changing 

facilities are not essential.  

  

Z Small Sided Games in the Causeway area started at the Ballysally Playing 

Fields with a small number of teams.  Today it operates under the umbrella 

of the Harry Gregg Foundation at the Ulster University pitches with up to 50 

ƎŀƳŜǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŜŀŎƘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {{D ΨǎŜŀǎƻƴΩΦ  

  

Z There are around 16 clubs putting forward approximately 115 teams in the 

league.  Eight of these clubs are based in the Causeway area:-  

  

ς Ballycastle United Youth Academy  

ς Ballymoney United Youth Academy  

ς .ŜǊǘƛŜ tŜŀŎƻŎƪΩǎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ  

ς Coleraine Academy  

ς Dungiven Celtic  

ς Limavady Youths  

ς Portrush FC  

ς Roe Valley FC  

  

The remaining clubs are based variously in the three local authority areas that 

border the Causeway Coast & Glens Council area.  The SSG league operates 

ǘǿƻ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ǿŜŜƪ ΨǎŜŀǎƻƴǎΩ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΥ-  

  

Í September to mid-November  

Í End of February to start of May  

  

Z The SSG league is something of a victim of its own success as it is unable to 

accommodate every registered team with a match each Saturday.  Whilst the 

organisers are presently considering re-locating some matches to other 

venues there is a view that this could detract from the overall experience for 

children and parents alike.  For example, a family with two or more children, 

each playing in a different age group, would have to travel between venues.  

This may affect participant numbers, depending on the distance between 

venues.  There is also a view that two or more venues may compromise the 
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{{DκIŀǊǊȅ DǊŜƎƎ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ΨōǊŀƴŘΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

site.  

  

4.9 Elsewhere in the Province SSG leagues have experienced similar growth.  In the Lisburn 

Castlereagh area the SSG league has around 100 teams registered, however Saturday 

mornings see eight different venues in operation, a mix of 3G and natural grass.  This 

league reports that children moving on after their eleventh birthday are often 

disillusioned by the opportunities in youth football; this is a developmental  

issue.  The league organisers also feel that indoor 3G must be the next step for SSG 
as inclement weather often results in cancellations even on synthetic surfaces.  

Pitch Supply ς Location, Quantity, Quality  

4.10 ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻǿƴ ƻǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎΣ ǊŜƭȅƛƴƎ 

instead on Council provision.  Just two of the clubs identified for this study own their 

own grounds (Dungiven Celtic FC and Drummond Utd FC); a further two clubs lease 

their pitch from the Derry and North Antrim Agricultural Associations (i.e. Limavady,  

Coleraine and Ballymoney Showground pitches) whilst a third club, Portstewart 

Football and Community Club, leases from the Council; the remaining clubs make 

use of Council facilities for their matches and training needs.  

  

 4.11  The following four pitch categories are considered:-  

  

Z Full pitches suitable for competitive adult, youth (U13 to U16) and small 
sided games (U8 to U12) matches ς includes both 3G and grass surfaces.  

Z Youth pitches suitable only for competitive (U13 to U16) and small sided 
games (U8 to U12) fixtures ς includes both 3G and grass surfaces.  

Z Training pitches ς pitches identified from the club survey that are used for 

training ς includes a mix of surfaces (AstroTurf, 3G, grass and shale) and sizes.  

Z Grass Kickabouts ς Council owned grass areas of varying sizes and quality.  

  

4.12 Table 4.1 presents a detailed inventory of the full and youth association football pitches 

suitable for competitive matches. For each pitch site, type, number, quality and 

additional remarks are presented.  Maps 4.1 and 4.2 accompany the inventory 

showing pitch location, ownership, quality19 , number of pitches and type 

ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ CƻǳǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƛǘŎƘ ΨhǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘΥ -  

  

                                                      
19 All Council owned pitches were inspected and rated using the Sport England non-technical pitch inspection 

ƳŜǘƘƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ΨDƻƻŘΩΣ Ψ{ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΩ ƻǊ ΨtƻƻǊΩΦ /ƭǳōΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛtes were asked 

to rate their own pitch/es via the online survey using the same rating scale.  



 

 Audit Page | 46  

  

Causeway Coast   & Glens Borough  Council   
Pitches Condition Survey & Strategy   
Part 2: Audit of Existing Provision                       ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL                        

Z Causeway Coast & Glens Borough Council ς these pitches are maintained, 

operated and booked through the Council.  

Z Causeway Coast & Glens Borough Council leased ς pitches leased from the 

Council for dedicated use by one association football club.  

Z Education ς pitches owned by primary, secondary or tertiary level 
educational establishments.  

Z Club and Community (owned/leased) ς pitches owned or leased by an 

association football club.  
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Map 4 .1  Location  -    Full and Youth  Association Foo tball Sites   
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Map 4.2 Ownership -  Full and Youth Association Football Sites  
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Map 4.3 Quality -  Full and Youth Association Football Sites  
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 Map 4.4 Number of Pitches -  Full and Youth Association Football Sites    
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Map 4.5 Type -  Full and Youth Association Football Sites  
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Table 4.1:  Association Football ς Location, Quantity and Quality of Full and Match Pitches by Ownership  

Council  

Location  No 

Pitches/Type  Quality  Remarks  Pitch Site  Area  

Armoy  East  1 x Full Grass  

  

  

 1x Poor  Located in the grounds of Armoy Rugby 
Football Club ς pitch has been unused for a 
number of years- currently no posts, grass 
not maintained.  
  

Anderson Park, 

Coleraine  

Central  1 x Full Grass  

  

1 x Standard  

  

Home venue for Millburn FC ς pitch is 
fenced and rated Standard.  
  

Ballysally Playing 

Fields, Coleraine   

Central  3 x Full Grass  

  

3 x Good  Located in Ballysally housing estate ς 
surrounding fence to all 3 pitches. Pitches 
are currently used for youth matches only. 
Small sided games were run here weekly 
from 2009 to 2015. All 3 pitches rated as 
good.  
  

Burnfoot Playing 

Fields, Dungiven  

West  1 x Full Grass  1 x Standard  Home venue for Burnfoot Utd FC, rated as 
Standard. Changing accommodation is a 
Portacabin in need of replacing/upgrade. 
There is also a floodlit shale pitch at the site 
used for training.  
  

Castlerock Recreation  

Grounds, Peter  

Thompson Hall  

Central  1 x Full Grass  

  

1 x Youth Grass   

  

2 x Good  Home venue for Berthas FC and Villagers 
FC. Located beside bowling green, 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
community centre.  Not fenced.   
  

Clyde Park, Garvagh   Central  2 x Full Grass  

  

2 x Good  Home venue for Aghadowey FC and  

Garvagh FC. Both pitches rated Good well 
maintained and fenced. Good level of 
changing accommodation.  
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Dervock Recreation 

Grounds, Ballymoney  

East  2 x Full Grass  

  

2 x Good  

  

Home venue for Dervock FC and Stranocum 

Youth FC. Both full pitches are fenced ς one 

pitch is floodlit. There is also a small grass 

training pitch also floodlit. The pitches are 

reported to be unplayable in wet weather 

suggesting poor drainage.  

 

Drumbolcan Park, 

Rasharkin  

East  1 x Full Grass  1 x Good  Home venue for Cloughmills Thistle FC. 
Pitch is fenced and in good condition ς 
changing accommodation is located in 
adjacent community centre. There is also a 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀΣ a¦D! ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ 
gym equipment at the site.  
  

Drumsurn Playing 

Fields, Limavady  

West  1 x Full Grass  1 x Standard  

  

Currently pitch is not used ς there is no 
changing accommodation.  
  

Dundarave Park, 

Bushmills  

Central  1 x Full Grass  1 x Standard  Home venue for Bushmills FC and Finn 
aŎ/ƻƻƭΩǎ FC. Good facility located in the 
centre of Bushmills town. Noted from club 
survey that pitch was not available till 
October 2016 due to bonfire damage.  
  

Dungiven Sports 

Complex  

West  1 x Full 3G  1 x Good  New 3G facility located on the previous 
Curragh Road pitch site.   
  

Dunloy Recreation 

Grounds  

East  1 x Full Grass  1 x Good  Home venue to Dunloy FC. Pitch is fenced ς 
poor drainage evident in one corner of the 
ǇƛǘŎƘΦ [ƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ a¦D! ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
play area.  
  

Fulton Park, 

Balnamore  

East  1 x Full Grass  1 x Good  Home venue to Balnamore FC. Pitch 
inspection noted considerable wear and 
tear to goalmouths. Pitch is fenced.  
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Kilrea Sports Complex  Central  1 x Full Grass  1 x Good  Home venue for Kilrea Utd FC. Pitch is 
fenced and in good condition. Located in a 
complex including a MUGA, Bowling Green, 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀΦ  
  

Kings Lane Playing 

Fields, Ballykelly  

West  2 x Full Grass  2 x Standard  Home venue for Ballykelly FC. Both pitches 
are unfenced ς access and use by scrambler 
bikes is noted. Changing accommodation in 
need of upgrade.  One of the pitches is not 
used.  
  

Landhead Recreation 

Grounds, Ballymoney  

East  1 x Full Grass  1 x Good  Home venue to Dunaghy FC which has 2 

adult male teams. The pitch is fenced and 

kept locked outside training and match 

times.   

 

Macosquin Playing 

Fields, Coleraine  

Central  1 x Full Grass  1 x Unknown  Home venue for Macosquin FC. Pitch 
located next to Primary School and used by 
primary school teams. Pitch is maintained 
by the Council ς the clubs reports the 
addition of floodlights next season.   
  

Megaw Park  

Recreation Grounds  

East  1 x Full Grass  

1 x Youth Grass  

1 x Good  

1 x Standard  

  

Home venue to Riada FC.  Located close to 
centre of Ballymoney. Also located at the 
ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǊŜΥ a¦D! ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀΦ 
The youth pitch showing significant signs of 
wear and tear to grass cover particularly 
around goal mouth areas.  
  

Mosside Playing  

Fields  

East  2 x Full Grass  1 x Standard 

1 x Poor  

One of the pitches is occasionally used by 
Cƛƴƴ aŎ/ƻƻƭΩǎ FC. The second pitch is in 
very poor condition and not useable 
showing significant signs of unofficial use 
including a bonfire. Changing 
accommodation is located in adjacent 
community centre.  
  



 

 Audit Page | 59  

  

Causeway Coast   & Glens Borough  Council   
Pitches Condition Survey & Strategy   
Part 2: Audit of Existing Provision                       ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL                        

Parker Avenue  

Playing Fields,  

Portrush  

Central  1 x Full Grass  Good  Home venue for Portrush FC which has 3 
adult teams and a large youth section. The 
pitch is fenced and in good condition. There 
is a small floodlit grassed area adjacent to 
the pitch used extensively by Portrush FC 
for training.  
  

Quay Road Sports  

Complex, Ballycastle  

East  2 x Full Grass  2 x Standard  

  

Home venue for Ballycastle Utd. Pitch 1 is 
fenced and locked outside training and 
match times. Pitch 2, known as Thompson 
Field is not fenced and prone to water 
logging and mostly unplayable during 
winter months.  
  

Riada Playing Fields, 

Ballymoney  

East  5 x Full Grass 

1 x Full 3G  

6 x Good  Home venue for Ballybogey FC, Sporting 

Ballymoney, Ballymoney Utd and Glebe 

Rangers FC. The pitches are located in the 

Joey Dunlop Leisure Centre site. The 3G 

facility is nearing completion and soon to 

open for public use. The Stadium pitch is 

used by Ballymoney Utd first team and  

 

    Glebe Rangers FC. Serviced by a 6-room 
changing complex.  
  

Roe Mill Playing Fields, 

Limavady  

West  4 x Full Grass  4 x Good  Home venue for Dromore FC, Roe Rovers, 
Limavady Ladies FC/Roe Rover Girls FC and 
Limavady FC.  Changing facilities constrain 
use of pitches to 2 at any one time.  
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Rugby Avenue  

Playing Fields,  

Coleraine  

Central  6 x Full Grass  

  

  

  

1 x 3G  

5 x Good  

1 x Poor  

  

  

1 x Good  

Substantial sports venue home to Bertie 
Peacock Youth FC, North Coast Utd FC, 
West Bann Athletic FC, Ballyrashane FC and 
Berthas FC. Pitch 1 is fenced; the other 5 
pitches are unfenced and prone to dog 
fouling and litter. Teams report having to 
spend considerable time removing dog foul 
(using supplied bucket and spade) prior to 
morning games. Pitch 6 is currently unused 
due to drainage issues.  
  

Scroggy Road Pitches, 

Limavady  

West  1 x Full Grass 

1 x 3G  

2 x Good  Home venue for Newtowne FC, Roe Rovers 
FC. Both pitches are fenced. The 3G is 
multi-sports accommodating rugby, gaelic 
games and association football training and 
matches. Changing facilities are of a high 
standard.  
  

The Crescent, 

Coleraine   

Central  4 x Full Grass  3 x Good  

1 x Standard  

  

Home venue for Coleraine Olympic FC.  The 
site is unfenced leading to unofficial use 
particularly team training in August and 
September. At the time of inspection, a 
bonfire was being constructed close to the 
end of one of the pitches. The pitches are 
serviced by an eight-block changing 
accommodation. Also on the site is a shale 
pitch with floodlights.  
  

The Rope Walk, 

Coleraine  

Central  1 x Full Grass  1 x Good  Home venue for Heights FC which has 2 
adult teams.  The pitch is fenced and in 
good condition.   
  

The Warren, 

Portstewart  

Central  1 x Full Grass  1 x Good  Home venue on occasions for Portstewart 
Football and Community Club and Portrush  
Utd FC. The pitch is unfenced resulting in  

 

    some dog fouling and littering. The pitch is 
constructed on sandy soil and therefore dry 
even in wet weather.  
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Windyhall Pitch, 

Coleraine  

Central  1 x Full Grass  1 x Good  Home venue for Tullans FC. Adjacent to 
Windyhall Community Centre and MUGA. 
The pitch slopes slightly but is in good 
condition.   
  

   

Totals  

50 x Full Grass Association Football Pitches  

2 x Youth Grass Association Football Pitches  

3 x Full 3G Pitches  

  

 
Leased from Council  

Portstewart Football 

and Community Club  

Central  1 x Full Grass  1 x Good  Portstewart Football and Community Club 
has a 5-year lease from the Council with 
approximately 35 years left. The club is 
responsible for all pitch maintenance.  
  

 Total ς 1 x Full Grass Association Football Pitch  

  

 
Education  

Pitch Site  Area  
No 

Pitches/Type  
Quality  Remarks  

Ballycastle High 

School  

East  1 x Full Grass  1 x Poor   

  

  

Ballymoney High 

School  

East  1 x Full Grass  

1 x Youth Grass  

 2 x Unknown    

Coleraine College  Central  2 x Full Grass   2 x Unknown    

Coleraine Grammar 

School  

Central  2 x Full Grass  2 x Unknown    

Dalriada School, 

Ballymoney  

East  1 x Youth 3G  1 x Good  70m x 40m; floodlit  

Dominican College, 

Portstewart  

Central  1 x Youth Grass   1 x Standard    

Dunluce School, 

Bushmills  

Central  1 x Full Grass  1 x Poor    
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Garvagh High School  Central  1 x Full Grass  1 x Unknown  School closed; condition or use of pitch 

unknown  

Limavady Grammar 

School  

West  1 x Full Grass  1 x Unknown    

Limavady High School  West  1 x Full Grass  

1 x Youth  

Grass  

1 x Youth 3G  

3 x Unknown    

Loreto College, 

Coleraine  

Central  1 x Youth Grass  1 x Standard    

North Coast  

Integrated College, 

Coleraine  

Central  1 x Full Grass   1 x Good    

{ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ IƛƎƘ 

School, Coleraine  

Central  1 x Youth Grass  1 x Unknown    

{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

Limavady  

West  1 x Full Grass  1 x Good    

{ǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ 

Kilrea  

Central  1 x Youth Grass   1 x Unknown    

Ulster University, 

Coleraine Campus  

Central  3 x Full Grass 1 

x Full 3G  

4 x Unknown    

    

Totals  

15 x Full Grass Association Football  

5 x Youth Grass  

1 x Full 3G  

2 x Youth 3G  

  

  
Club and Community (owned/leased)  

Pitch Site  Area  
No 

Pitches/Type  
Quality  Remarks  
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Ballymoney 

Showgrounds  

East  1 x Full Grass  

  

Unknown  5 years left on the lease from North Antrim 
Agricultural Association. Ballymoney Utd 
Reserves use this pitch for home matches 
until November after which it is too wet to 
use. The club is unsure if they will look to 
renew the lease.  
  

Coleraine  

Showgrounds  

Central  2 x Full Grass  Unknown  25-year lease from North Derry Agricultural 

Association with 12 years left. Stadium has 

a capacity of 6,500 (seats 1400).  

      

Drummond Cricket 

and Football Club  

West  1 x Full Grass  

  

Good  Site leased and maintained by Drummond 
Cricket Club. The football section of the club 
comprises one adult team.  
  

Dungiven Celtic, 

Ballyguddin Park   

West  1 x Full Grass  

  

Good  

  

Owned and maintained by Dungiven Celtic 
which has 18 youth and 2 adult teams.  
  

Limavady Recreation 

Club  

West  1 x Full Grass  

  

Good  Roe Valley FC lease the pitch from the 
Limavady Recreation Club Community ς it 
has a 20-year lease with 1 year left. Also 
located here are: bowling green and 2 
tennis courts. The club reports the quality 
of the football pitch is poor and in need of 
upgrade works.  
  

Limavady  

Showgrounds  

West   1 x Full Grass  

  

Unknown  Lease runs out in 2029 - the club reports 
they have plans to develop grounds in 
another location not known at the time of 
this report.  
  

Seaview Park, 

Portrush  

Central  1 x Youth  

Grass  

  

Good  Leased by Portrush Hockey Club from  

Portrush Golf Club. Pitch is suitable for up 
to U15/U16 youth football and is slightly 
too short for adult matches. There are no 
changing facilities ς the club maintains the 
grass.   
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Vale Centre, Greysteel  West  2 x Full Grass 1 

x Full 3G  

2 x Good  

1 x Unknown  

Home venue for Greysteel FC. The facility is 
owned and operated by a community group 
ς although the Council maintains the 
pitches. The 3G pitch is multi-sports 
accommodating rugby, gaelic games and 
association football.  
  

  

  

Totals  

9 x Full Grass Association Football Pitches  

1 x Youth Grass Association Football Pitch  

1 x Full 3G  

  

  

4.13 Table 4.2 presents a detailed inventory of outdoor training facilities identified from 

both the club and school online survey and information provided by the Council ς 

see Maps 4.6, 4.7, 4.8 and 4.9 for location, ownership, quality and type.  The outdoor 

training facilities include a variety of surfaces (3G, grass, shale and AstroTurf) and in 

a range of ownerships (Council, club, education, and community).  Table 4.2 and 

Maps 4.3 and 4.4 also include a number of Council grass kickabouts.  Whilst the 

kickabouts do not appear to be used for club training they are included here as they 

may be developed for future training purposes.  
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Map 4.6 Location   ς Association Football Training and Kickabout Sites   
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  Map 4.7  Ownership ς   Association Football Training and Kickabout Sites   
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  Map 4.8  Quality   ς Association Football Training and Kickabout Sites   
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Map 4.9   Type   ς   Association Football  Training and Kickabout Sites   


