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Purpose of Report

The purpose of the report is to provide an update on the preparations for
Armed Forces Day 2026.

Background

At the Council Meeting on 5th December 2023 Council resolved to agree
the following Notice of Motion:

“I call upon this council to submit an application to host Armed Forces
Day 2026. This significant event is a great opportunity to show our
support and give thanks to our military personnel and families both past
and present including our veterans and cadets.

This event will attract thousands of visitors to our Beautiful Borough,
supporting our local traders and tourism providers.”
Draft Armed Forces Day Programme

Officers are now working towards preparing a programme of activity.
The initial Draft Armed Forces Day Programme is at Appendix A.

At this point, it is thought that Armed Forces Day 2026 will take place on
Saturday 20 June 2026 which is the week before the rest of UK. This will
allow us to maximise assets that might be used in other parts of the UK
were it to be held on the same day.

This Programme will be updated as and when activities have been
agreed, similar to the previous event in 2018.

Financial Implications

A budget should be agreed in order to progress with activities
associated with Armed Forces Day 2026.

Although a budget of £40,000 was set aside for 2025/26 to cover
activities planned for by this Sub-Committee, it is anticipated that the
majority of the spend associated with Armed Forces Day 2026 will be
incurred in the 2026/27 financial year and should be factored into the
Estimates for that year.

Equality Implications

The Armed Forces Day Programme will be screened in accordance with
the Council’s Policies and Procedures.

250402 | Commemoration and Celebration SC | Armed Forces Day 2026



6.0 Recommendation

6.1 Itis recommended that work continues by Officers to agree activities
and to research costs and methods of delivery.
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Commemoration and Celebration Sub-Committee

Draft Armed Forces Day Programme 2026

occasions.

The role of the Sub Committee is to act as an advisory group, supporting the development of
a proposed programme of activity to recognise commemorative and celebratory

To identify resource requirements to deliver an agreed programme of activity and commemoration;
e To share best practice in terms of wider initiatives and approaches;
e To promote co-ordination and collaboration in terms of delivery of a range of activity, avoiding duplication of effort.

What

Details

Responsible

Estimated
Cost

Notice of Motion (Two)

“I call upon this council to submit an application
to host Armed Forces Day 2026. This significant
event is a great opportunity to show our support
and give thanks to our military personnel and
families both past and present including our
veterans and cadets.

This event will attract thousands of visitors to
our Beautiful Borough, supporting our local
traders and tourism providers.”

It has been agreed that Armed Forces Day
2026 will be hosted by Causeway Coast
and Glens Borough Council.

Talks are ongoing with the Chief Executive
of the Reserve Forces and Cadets
Association for Northern Ireland

Official acceptance has now been received
(11t December)
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The Sub-Committee will be updated at a
future meeting.

Date for Armed Forces Day 2026

At this point, it is thought that Armed
Forces Day 2026 will take place on
Saturday 20 June 2026 which is the week
before the rest of UK. This will allow us to
maximise assets that might be used in

other parts of the UK were it to be held on
the same day.
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