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1.0 Purpose of Report 
 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide a Causeway Coast and Glens 

Borough Council response to the consultation. 
 
2.0 Background  
 
2.1 The Department of Infrastructure (DfI) has issued a consultation to seek views 

on the development of policy relating to the future regulation and use of 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) within new housing developments.  

 
2.2 Infrastructure improvements are required to meet future demands.  Currently, 

much of the rainwater collected in the existing network is being mixed with 
foul sewage, causing the network to be overwhelmed with sewage spills and 
pollution.  It is clear that a new approach is required to manage surface water 
in a more natural, sustainable way.   

 
2.3 In 2016, the Water and Sewerage Services Act (Northern Ireland) 2016 was 

introduced which provided NI Water with the power to refuse a stormwater or 
surface water connection, if alternative means of dealing with surface water 
had not been considered.  The introduction of this legislation allowed for ‘Hard 
SuDS’ to be incorporated into the public sewerage network to control the rate 
at which rainwater is discharged. 

  
2.4  However, ‘Hard SuDS’ do not reduce the overall quantity of water leaving the 

development and offers little or no benefits from an environmental or amenity 
perspective.  

 
2.5  The primary legislation enacted in 2016 also allowed the use of landscaping, 

natural features or other kinds of arrangements (Soft SuDS) to manage 
surface water in new developments.  However, unlike Hard SuDS, there are 
currently no formal arrangements for approval or for agreeing ownership and 
management responsibilities.  The questions in this consultation document 
look to explore how this could be developed. 

 
2.5  The consultation document can be viewed, downloaded and responded to, 

from the consultation section of the Department’s website: 
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/consultations/sustainable-drainage-
systems-suds-new-housing-developments 

 
2.6 Attached as Appendix 1 is a suggested response to the consultation 

prepared in conjunction with Council’s Planning Service.   
 
2.7 The closing date for submission of responses is 19th December 2025.  
 
3.0 Recommendation 
 

It is recommended that Committee approves the response for submission by 
the consultation closing date, subject to subsequent endorsement or 
amendment by full Council. 

https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/consultations/sustainable-drainage-systems-suds-new-housing-developments
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/consultations/sustainable-drainage-systems-suds-new-housing-developments


Appendix  1  
 
Draft Consultation Response   
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) in New Housing Developments 
 
 
1.  Do you agree that nature-based SuDS should be a requirement in all new housing 
developments?  
 
Yes  If no, please explain.  
 
Nature based SuDs should be a requirement of all housing developments commensurate to 
the scale of the development of site area e.g ponds for major planning applications.  For 
smaller developments, rain gardens, permeable paving, or swales should be incorporated 
within these – the scale should be dependent on the size of the development.  This would 
support the drive for more sustainable development 
 
 
2.  Do you agree that the SuDS Management Train approach should be the preferred 
drainage solution for new developments? 
 
Yes 
 
The extent to which nature-based SuDS can be provided will largely be based on the site 
and its location/size/ground makeup/ground topography etc.  For larger residential 
developments, that meet the threshold for major planning applications, the SuDS 
Management Train approach should be the preferred solution.  For small scale local 
applications, the water butt, swales and gullies should be sufficient.   
 
3.  Do you agree that new regional guidance on the design and maintenance 
standards of nature-based SuDS is required?  
 
Yes 
 
This is essential to ensure quality submissions that will meet the requirements for 
management/maintenance/adoption and reduce the potential for poor quality 
applications.  Consideration should also be provided in terms of the timing of the approval 
to ensure that it does not slow down the planning application process or result in the 
submission of amended applications to address the requirement for SuDS approval. 
  
4.  Which organisation should be responsible for approving the design and 
construction of nature-based SuDS proposals? 
 
 Department (DfI) / NI Water / Councils / New Drainage Body / Developer (by self-
assurance) / Other (please state)  
 
What is the reason for your choice? 
 
New Drainage Body who has the expertise to assess the details of the SuDS and their 
maintenance and management.  This would be required due to the large volume of 
applications across all of NI that would have the requirement for SuDS. 
 
However, DfI Rivers and NI Water currently have responsibility for the approval of nature-
based SuDS proposals in Northern Ireland, based on the following rationale: 
 
  



Existing Statutory Roles: 
• DfI Rivers currently oversees flood risk management, including surface water 

drainage and flood mitigation. 
• NI Water is already responsible for assessing and approving connections to storm 

and foul water systems via the Article 161 Agreement process. 
• Both bodies are already statutory consultees at the planning application stage, 

making them well-positioned to assess SuDS proposals early in the development 
process. 
 

Continuity and Integration 
• Options such as extending the existing Article 161 Agreement process to include 

SuDS would provide a streamlined and integrated approach, reducing duplication 
and improving regulatory clarity for developers. 

• This would ensure that SuDS proposals are assessed alongside conventional 
drainage systems, promoting consistency in design standards and long-term 
maintenance planning. 
 

Government-Endorsed Direction 
In 2022, DfI established the SuDS Task and Finish Groups to ensure a strong cross-
agency/cross-departmental commitment which to explore options for a formal approvals 
body which would co-ordinate and oversee the development and implementation of 
sustainable stormwater management systems within Northern Ireland.  The group’s 
recommendations included:  

• Establishing a SuDS Approval Body (SAB) through legislation. 
• Assigning responsibility and legislative authority to DfI. 
• Exploring the operational location of the SAB, with consideration that it could sit 

within DFI / NI Water. 
 
5.  How should the costs of administering any new nature-based SuDS Approval Body 
be met?  
 
Public Funding Only / Application Fees Only / Public Funding and Fees / Other (please state) 
 
 
This option provides overall benefit to the wider society and not just individual home 
owners.  In addition, if homeowners/developers were solely responsible, it would add further 
costs to the price of homes as additional costs would be passed on to the home owner 
 
 
6.  Which organisation should be responsible for the future maintenance of nature-
based SuDS features in new housing developments?  
 
Department (DfI) / NI Water / Councils / New Drainage Body / Private Management 
Companies / Other (please state)  
 
What is the reason for your choice? 
 
If the new drainage body has responsibility for approving the SuDS then they too should 
have responsibility for the maintenance and management of what they have considered to 
be acceptable and meeting the necessary standards.  This would also ensure management 
and maintenance to a high standard and in a timely fashion to ensure that the SuDS 
operate effectively and efficiently as possible with resulting in adverse amenity to 
surrounding residents. 
 
However, NI Water is currently responsible for public drainage systems, and the DfI SuDS 
working Group 2022 recommended: - 



1. It is recommended that the funding of SuDS maintenance should be the 
responsibility of DfI – either directly or through NI Water.  
2. It is further recommended that a contribution from developers towards the SuDS 
future maintenance be explored.  
3. It is recommended that a further and more detailed exercise be carried out to 
determine market costs for SuDS maintenance. It is further recommended that one 
or more local SuDS sites are used as case studies to illustrate likely costs.  

 
7.  Who should pay for the future maintenance cost of nature-based SuDS features 
in new housing developments?  
 
Department (DfI) / NI Water / Councils / Developer / Residents / Other (please state)  
 
What is the reason for your choice? 
 
A bond should be required on approval of the SuDS to provide for their future maintenance 
for the next 10 years after completion of the whole development.  From that point the costs 
should fall to the body responsible for the maintenance and management, supported by 
public funding. 
 
However, NI water are currently responsible for public drainage systems and the DfI SuDS 
working Group 2022 recommended: - 

1. It is recommended that the funding of SuDS maintenance should be the 
responsibility of DfI – either directly or through NI Water.  
2. It is further recommended that a contribution from developers towards the SuDS 
future maintenance be explored.  
3.It is recommended that a further and more detailed exercise be carried out to 
determine market costs for SuDS maintenance. It is further recommended that one or 
more local SuDS sites are used as case studies to illustrate likely costs.  

 
8.  Do you have any further comments or suggestions on the nature-based SuDS 
proposals included in this consultation document , including any potential impacts 
you feel there may be on any of the Section 75 Groups (religious belief, political 
opinion, racial group, gender, disability, age, marital status, dependents and sexual 
orientation)? 
 
 
The design of a SuDS system needs to be approved at Pre- Planning stage - the inclusion of 

a Planning Condition at Approval stage is not an acceptable solution.  

The health and safety of future residents in close proximity to above ground nature-based 

SuDS must also be considered in the regional guidance. 
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