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Title of Report: Local Government Elections 2027 

Committee Report 
Submitted To: 

Corporate Policy and Resources 

Date of Meeting: 28 April 2026 

For Decision or 
For Information

For Information 

To be discussed In 
Committee   YES/NO 

No 

Linkage to Council Strategy (2021-25)

Strategic Theme Leader and Champion 

Outcome Provide Civic Leadership 

Lead Officer Chief Executive – Deputy Returning Officer 
Director Of Corporate Services – Assistant Deputy Returning 
Officer 

Estimated Timescale for Completion 

Date to be Completed 

Budgetary Considerations 

Cost of Proposal TBC 

Included in Current Year Estimates YES 

Capital/Revenue Revenue – Election Reserve 

Code 

Staffing Costs Included 

Legal Considerations 

Input of Legal Services Required NO

Legal Opinion Obtained NO 

Screening 
Requirements

Required for new or revised Policies, Plans, Strategies or Service Delivery 
Proposals.

Section 75 
Screening 

Screening Completed:   Yes/No Date: 

EQIA Required and 
Completed:  

Yes/No Date: 

Screening Completed Yes/No Date:  
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Rural Needs 
Assessment 
(RNA)

RNA Required and 
Completed:          

Yes/No Date: 

Data Protection 
Impact 
Assessment 
(DPIA) 

Screening Completed:         Yes/No Date: 

DPIA Required and 
Completed:

Yes/No Date: 

1.0 Purpose of Report  

1.1 The purpose of this Report is to provide Members with an update for next 

year’s Local Government Elections. 

2.0 Background 

2.1 The date for the Local Government Elections is set in statute as the first 
Thursday in May every four years.   

2.2 The Assembly Elections are held the first Thursday in May every five 
years.   

2.3 Members will already be aware that the Secretary of State has 
announced that there will be combined Elections for both the Local 
Government and Assembly Elections with Polling Day taking place on 
Thursday 06 May 2027. 

3.0 Election Steering/Working Groups 

The Electoral Office NI has established a Local Council Combined 
Elections 2027 Steering Group along with various Working Groups on 
which Council is represented.  

3.0 Further Information 

3.1 NILGA’s presentation, attached at Appendix A, provides further details.  
Please note, this presentation has been previously circulated but is 
included again for information. 

4.0 Finance 

Assembly Elections are paid for by the UK Government, whereas Local 
Government Elections are paid for by Local Councils. 
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The estimated costs for the 2027 LG Elections are currently being 
reviewed and further details will be brought back to Council. 

5.0 Recommendation 

Members are asked to note the information provided above and be advised that 

Officers will continue to work in preparation for the Local Government Elections  

2027 and also continue to represent Council on the Electoral Office NI’s 

Steering/Working Groups.



2027 Joint Elections
(Assembly & Local Council)

NILGA Presentation

13 February 2026



Parliamentary Question

23 June 2025 – Secretary of State NI 

“The date for local government elections is set in 

statute as the first Thursday in May every 4 years, 

for the Assembly elections as the first Thursday in 

May every 5 years. The people of NI expect to go 

to the polls on 6 May 2027 & the Government has 

no intention of changing that.”



Planning / Scale of the task



Date / Volumes
• Assembly & Council elections - Thursday 6 May 2027

• 1.45m poll cards (1 per elector)

• 2.9m ballot papers (1 Council/1 Assembly)

• 600 Poll Places / 3,000 Stations / c1,100+ candidates

• 8,000 staff: 5,000 Poll & 3,000 Count



Combined elections - Joint Planning

• Highly complex project - detailed operational plan 

Summer 2026

• Joint planning between Councils & Electoral Office well 

underway

• Also working with Electoral Commission - statutory 

responsibility for communication



Joint Election

Double Geography





53 DEAs wholly contained in 1 Assembly Area

25 DEAs split across 2 Assembly Areas, 2 DEAs split across 3 Assembly Areas

Thus 109 DEA-Assembly Area “building blocks” 



18 Assembly Areas 

(pink)



80 DEAs

(green)



Overlap – showing 

alignment





1409 Ballot 
Boxes

605 premises

Need to align
to 109 areas

 



Joint Election

Working Basis



Polling Day

• Each elector receives one poll card

• Each elector attends one polling station

• Electors are marked off one register

• At the polling station, electors receive two ballot papers

• Both completed ballots are placed into one ballot box



Single Ballot Box in “One-Area” Poll

• Easier for elector (2 ballots in 1 box)

• Polling Place/Station configuration (all ballots from 

that Place are for “1 DEA-Constituency” Area)

• No split Polling Places & 1 Ballot Box easier logistically



Count
• Joint Ballot Boxes from both elections - jointly verified - 

Friday 7 May 2027

• At least 2 Assembly Count Centres:  Friday 7 AND 

Saturday 8 

• Sunday 9 May (Ballot Boxes to Council counts)

• Local Council counts - Monday 10 AND Tuesday 11



Legislative Underpinning



Joint Election Regulations

• NIO will bring forward Regulations to support delivery

• Approach replicates 2011, when Assembly & Local Council 

elections were last held on same day

• “Standard” Combined Election rules

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/1/schedule/8

• Allows (1 Register in Polling Stations & 1 Poll Card)

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/1/schedule/8


New Electoral legislation

• UK Government also amending wider electoral laws

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/representation-

of-the-people-bill-policy-summaries 

• Votes @ 16 – first implementation UK General Election

• Reform of the Northern Ireland Canvass
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/representation-of-the-people-bill-policy-summaries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/representation-of-the-people-bill-policy-summaries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/representation-of-the-people-bill-policy-summaries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/representation-of-the-people-bill-policy-summaries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/representation-of-the-people-bill-policy-summaries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/representation-of-the-people-bill-policy-summaries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/representation-of-the-people-bill-policy-summaries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/representation-of-the-people-bill-policy-summaries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/representation-of-the-people-bill-policy-summaries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/representation-of-the-people-bill-policy-summaries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/representation-of-the-people-bill-policy-summaries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/representation-of-the-people-bill-policy-summaries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/representation-of-the-people-bill-policy-summaries


2027 Joint Elections
(Assembly & Local Council)

NILGA Presentation

13 February 2026


	260428 CPR Agenda Item 11 LG Elections
	260428 CPR Agenda Item 11 LG Elections Appdix A _ NILGA Presentation
	Slide 1: 2027 Joint Elections (Assembly & Local Council)   NILGA Presentation  13 February 2026
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21: 2027 Joint Elections (Assembly & Local Council)   NILGA Presentation  13 February 2026


