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Dear Planning Committee Chair  

 

On behalf of NILGA, we are writing to thank you for your participation in the recent Ministerial 

Led Planning Engagement Forum with the Minister for Infrastructure, Liz Kimmins MLA, on 18 

June 2026. 

 

As you will be aware, this engagement followed NILGA’s previous correspondence and 

discussions with the Department for Infrastructure regarding Planning Improvement. In 

particular, NILGA has consistently emphasised that elected member learning, engagement 

and support must be a key part of the Planning Improvement Programme, recognising 

the central role of councillors in local democratic decision-making and in the effective 

operation of the planning system. 

 

We are pleased to share the attached note, summarising the discussions, points 

of agreement, and actions from the Forum. The meeting provided an important opportunity 

for Planning Committee Chairs, NILGA and the Minister to consider the challenges facing the 

planning system and the changes required to deliver a system that empowers councils, 

supports communities and enables sustainable growth. 

 

The discussion identified substantial common ground on the need for change, including 

around policy alignment, rural and economic impact, infrastructure constraints, operational 

performance, regional call-ins and the importance of a stronger whole-system approach. The 

Minister acknowledged the issues raised and committed to action across a number of areas. 

 

Of particular importance for NILGA and local government is the recognition that planning 

improvement cannot be delivered through process or system reform alone. Elected members 

must be meaningfully engaged and properly supported in carrying out their planning 

responsibilities. The outcome note therefore records that NILGA will draft proposals to 

support and empower elected members in their planning decision-making responsibilities, 

alongside continued engagement with the Department, DAERA, NI Water and other relevant 

partners. 

 

As the representative voice of local government, NILGA remains committed to working 

constructively with Planning Committee Chairs, councils, the Department and wider 

stakeholders to ensure that planning reform reflects local democratic accountability and 
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equips elected members with the knowledge, confidence and support required to fulfil their 

statutory roles effectively. 

 

We would encourage you to share the attached outcome note with members of your 

Planning Committee and relevant officers. NILGA will continue to keep councils informed as 

this work progresses and will bring forward proposals on elected member 

learning, development and engagement as part of the wider Planning Improvement agenda. 

 

Thank you again for your support and constructive contribution to this important work. 

 

Yours faithfully,  

 

 

 

 

Ald Hazel Legge 

President (UUP) 

Cllr Matt Garrett 

Vice-President (Sinn Fein) 

Cllr Alison Bennington 

Vice-President (DUP) 

 

  

 

Cllr Billy Webb, MBE JP 

Vice-President (All) 

Cllr Carl Whyte 

Vice-President (SDLP) 

 

 

 

 

 



Ministerial Led Planning Engagement Forum with Minister Liz Kimmins

Executive Summary
Following engagement between NILGA and the Department for Infrastructure to ensure the views
of elected members were considered in Planning Improvement work, the inaugural Ministerial Led
Planning Engagement Forum took place on 18 June 2026. Discussion focused on the need for a
planning system that empowers councils, supports communities & enables sustainable growth.
The Forum identified clear common ground on the challenges facing the planning system,
including policy alignment, rural & economic impact, infrastructure constraints, operational
performance, regional call-ins, and the need for a stronger whole-system approach. The Minister
acknowledged these issues and committed to action across a number of areas. 

Local Government’s Ask 
Local Government is asking for a planning system that empowers councils, supports communities
& enables sustainable growth. 

Common Ground 
There was agreement between the local government representatives and the Minister on the
challenges and the need for change. 
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Ministerial Commitments 

The Minister acknowledged the issues raised and committed to action.

Why This Matters 

Effective planning is fundamental to stronger councils, thriving communities and sustainable

economic growth. A system that is clear, responsive and properly aligned empowers local

democracy, builds public trust, gives investors and communities greater certainty, protects the

vitality of rural towns and villages, and supports the delivery of quality homes and places. By

improving performance, transparency and whole-system coordination, planning can move from

being a source of delay and frustration to a practical driver of better outcomes for people, places

and future generations. 

Next Steps 

NILGA will draft proposals to support and empower elected members in their planning

decision-making responsibilities. 

Continue engagement with Minister Muir, DAERA and NI Water. Explore a joint forum. 

Complete scoping of SPPS and RDS and consider options for future legislation and clearer

call-in rules. 

Sustain whole-system working and keep councils informed and involved at every stage. 

Better Planning. Stronger Councils. Thriving Communities.
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