


As a student in year 14 in Gaelcholaiste Dhoire, I and my fellow students request that this letter 

be registered as our formal letter of protest against the proposed change to the mountain area 

on top of the Benbradagh Peak. 

Wind turbines should not be allowed to be placed on a beautiful, rugged mountain.  We 

expressed our concerns to local councillors when a planning application was first submitted 

and we were told that the scheme would not break the ridge of the mountain and that the wind 

turbines would not be visible from the side of Dungiven. 

The Sperrins Area (AONB) is a beautiful and special area.  The area and this particular mountain 

are highly visible to the thousands of people who travel on the A6 every day and are very 

important for tourism in the area.  This proposal would be very damaging to the efforts made in 

the community to promote tourism. 

Not only that, but there is Dungiven Castle, where we ourselves attend school, under the 

shadow of the peak.  We see the beautiful views of the mountain from the castle as we do our 

work and one of the buildings on the school campus, the Aras Chianachta, is named in honour 

of the mountain on which a pirate ship was built long ago.  The view from this castle of the 

mountain is as it was centuries ago. 

The mountain also has historical value. During the Second World War, American soldiers were 

stationed in the castle and a communications base was built on top of the mountain. If the 

proposed change goes ahead, the base will not be accessible if the wind farm at the top of the 

mountain is given permission. 

It is important that Benbradagh is not damaged, for the health and mental health of young 

people. There is a youth club group on site and there are groups doing sports training there. 

There is a Puc Fada competition across the hill. We should preserve Benbradagh for the young 

and the future generations. 

We ask the planning committee to refuse this application and prioritise the protection of the 

natural environment, support the local community and preserve the long-term future of The 

Sperrins and Benbradagh. 


