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1.0 Purpose of Report
The purpose of this report is to present correspondence for Members’
consideration.

2.0 The following correspondence has been received:

2.1 Northern Ireland Assembly, dated 20t October 2025 (copy attached)
Summary
Re. the Use of Noise Abatement Notices under the Clean
Neighbourhoods and Environment Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 in
circumstances involving the playing of the Lambeg Drum
Correspondence from Jon Burrows MLA, Ulster Unionist Party, North
Antrim, dated 20" October 2025, includes a request that Council pauses
the issuing or enforcement of any further Noise Abatement Notices
specifically relating to the practice of the Lambeg Drum until guidance has
been received from the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission
(NIHRC).

3.0 Recommendation
It is recommended that the Environmental Services Committee consider
the correspondence.
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Northern Ireland
Assembly

Causeway Coast & Glens Borough
Council

Cloonavin, 66 Portstewart Road
Coleraine

BT52 IEY

20 October 2025

Dear Chief Executive,

| am writing to inform you that we have been in correspondence with the Chief
Commissioner of the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission (NIHRC) regarding
the use of Noise Abatement Notices under the Clean Neighbourhoods and
Environment Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 in circumstances involving the playing of the
Lamlbeg Drum.

Given the potential human rights implications, | have formally requested that the
NIHRC provide guidance on the appropriate balance between statutory
environmental powers and the protection of cultural rights in this context.

In the interim, | would respectfully request that your council pause the issuing or
enforcement of any further Noise Abatement Notices specifically relating to the
practice of the Lambeg Drum until guidance has been received from the NIHRC.

| will ensure that all councils are promptly informed once a response is received from
the Commission.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me
should you wish to discuss it further.

Yours sincerely,
Jon

76 Church Street, Ballymena, BT43 6DF
é"\/\é\/\/m% ’ ’

Jon BUrrows MLA jon.burrows@mla.niassembly.gov.uk

Ulster Unionist Party @ 028 2548 7100
North Antrim



