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Title of Report: UK Net Zero Building Carbon Standard  

Committee 
Report 
Submitted To:

Environmental Services Committee 

Date of Meeting: 8th September 2026 

For Decision or 
For Information 

For Decision   

To be discussed 
In Committee   
YES/NO

Not in Committee 

Linkage to Council Strategy (2019-25) 

Strategic Theme Protecting and Enhancing Our Environments & Assets 

Outcome Our natural assets will be carefully managed to generate 
economic and social returns without compromising their 
sustainability for future generations. 

Lead Officer Head of Capital Works, Energy and Infrastructure & Climate 
Change  

Budgetary Considerations 

Cost of Proposal £variable 

Included in Current Year Estimates YES/NO – N/A 

Capital/Revenue N/A 

Code N/A 

Staffing Costs N/A 

Legal Considerations 

Input of Legal Services Required NO

Legal Opinion Obtained NO 

Screening 
Requirements

Required for new or revised Policies, Plans, Strategies or Service Delivery 
Proposals.

Section 75 
Screening 

Screening Completed:   Yes/No Date: N/A 

EQIA Required and 
Completed:              

Yes/No Date: N/A 

Rural Needs 
Assessment 
(RNA) 

Screening Completed Yes/No Date: N/A 

RNA Required and 
Completed:         

Yes/No Date: N/A 

Data Protection 
Impact 
Assessment 
(DPIA) 

Screening Completed:         Yes/No Date: N/A 

DPIA Required and 
Completed:

Yes/No Date: N/A 
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1.0 Purpose of Report 

1.1 To seek members approval to adopt the UK Net Zero Carbon Building 
Standard.  The UK NZCBS will provide a robust consistent recognised 
standard for the planning, design, construction, refurbishment and 
maintenance of council owned buildings and capital projects, ensuring that 
future development supports the council’s climate commitments and long-term 
carbon reduction objectives.

2.0 Background 

2.1 The use of the UK NZCBS is an action contained within the council’s climate 
change action strategy which was approved by council on the 10th of February 
2026.  

2.2 The new standard only became available for verification on the 28th of July 
2026 (post Climate Change Action Strategy CCAS Council adoption) and can 
now be utilised to formally recognise the actions within councils CCAS.  The 
standard ensures that no ambiguity exists across all internal and external 
multi-disciplinary professional teams in the delivery and subsequent 
management of new capital projects. 

2.3 In 2020, council declared a climate emergency, recognising the urgent need 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and increase resilience to climate 
change.   

2.4 Council has statutory responsibilities under the Northern Ireland Climate 
Change Act 2022, which establishes a requirement to report on greenhouse 
gas emissions and supporting the transition to a net zero. 

2.5      Previously to support these commitments, council adopted its CCAS, which 
sets out a programme of actions to reduce emissions across council 
operations and the wider borough (with a net zero target of 2050.  Action I22 
of the strategy commits the council to implementing the Net Zero Carbon 
Building Standard to guide future capital investments. 

2.6  Councils buildings within its estate account for a significant proportion of the 
council’s operational carbon emissions and energy consumption (26%).  
Decisions made during the design and construction stages have long term 
implications throughout the useful life of new builds and refurbishments 
impacting energy use, operational costs, maintenance requirements resulting 
in carbon emissions throughout the assets life.  The adoption of the UK 
NZCBS will ensure best practice is adopted to reduce and eliminate these 
impacts.  

2.7     The standard mirrors councils CCAS in that it prioritises a fabric first approach 
to design, prioritising energy efficiency before considering low carbon 
technologies.  
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2.8  The NZCBS has been developed to provide a practical and proportionate 
framework that can be applied across future council projects while allowing 
flexibility to reflect project scale, operational requirements and available 
funding. (Attached- Appendix 1 UK NZCBS) 

2.9 Integral within the standard a post build evaluation is also included as part of 
the accreditation of UKNZCBS, which will be based on operational data over 
the initial 12 months post build, meaning the design and post project 
performance will be inextricably linked.  

2.10 Whilst the additional 8%-10% increase in construction costs are required to 
meet this standard with new builds, the payback is significant as the build 
quality of this standard shall secure a minimum energy reduction of 60%-70%. 
(by way of example Councils Roe Leisure Centre has a current annual energy 
cost of £313,000 – thus a saving on a comparable leisure built to the 
UKNZCBS would be circa £93,000) 

2.11 The UKNZCBS is intended to align buildings with the UK’s carbon budgets 
and its net zero trajectory by 2050 which is in harmony with Councils agreed 
net zero target within the CCAS.  This standard also provides a better gradual 
transition allowing Council to meet its target of net zero – as opposed to an 
immediate operational net zero adoption strategy on new builds – thus easing 
the financial profile.  Note an immediate operational net zero strategy can be 
also difficult to obtain as grid export licences are not always available as this 
is at the discretion of NIE.  The UKNCBS has permissible allowable Kwh/m2 
GIS/ yr (GIS Gross Internal Area) – which varies dependent upon building 
type – see page 117 of appendix 1 which shows the graduated figures up to 
2050) 

3.0 Proposal 

3.1 It is proposed to adopt the UK Net Zero Carbon Building Standard to establish 
a sustainability framework for all council projects, including new build 
developments, major refurbishments and, where appropriate, significant 
maintenance works.   

4.0 Recommendation: 

It is recommended that members recommend to Council to adopt the Net 
Zero Carbon Building Standard (NZCBS) to deliver new capital projects 
(inclusive of new builds and major refurbishments*1) thereby ensuring a 
robust recognised accredited standard is utilised.  

*1 application of the UKNZCBS shall only apply to major refurbishments only 
when this is economically advantageous to do so. 



Version 1, Rev 1
April 2026

LETI











Contents
.........................................................................................................................

................................................................................................

.......................................................................

...............................................................................................

...............................................................................................

........................................................................

........................................................................................................................

...................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................

...................................................................................................

............................................................................

......................................................................................................................

.............................................

...................................

...................................................................................

...............................................................................................

..................................................................................................

........................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................

..............................................................................................

...............................................................................

..................................................................

.....................................................................

......................................................................................................

........................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................

............................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................



....................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

..............................................................

..........................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................

............................................................................................

................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

.................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................

............................................................................................

.....................................................................

...............................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................

..........................................................................................................

............................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................

..........................................................................................................

............................................................................................

.................................................................................................

..............................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................

..........................................................................................................

............................................................................................



...........................................................................................................................

................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

..............................................................

..........................................................................................................

............................................................................................

................................................................................

..............................................

..........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................

..........................................................................................................

................................................................................

............................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................

..........................................................................................................

............................................................................................

..................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

....................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

....................................................................................

................................................................................................

..........................................................................

.....................................................................................

...................................................................................................

................................................................................................

....................................................................................

.............................................................................................



.......................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

....................................................................................

..................................................

.......................................................

....................................................................................................

.................................................................................................

..........................................................................................

.........................................................................................

..................................................

............................................................................................

...........................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

............................................................................................

................

.......................................

................

..................

.......................................................

.................................................................................

......................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................

............................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.....................................................................................

..........................................................................



.........................................................

............................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

..................................................................................

......................................................................................................................

........................................................................

.........................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................

............................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

..........................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................

............................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

..........................................................................

.....................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................

....................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................































Fulfilment of all applicable requirements of this Standard, including verification. 
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Founding members:
Better Buildings Partnership 

Building Research Establishment Ltd

Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers

Institution of Structural Engineers 

Low Energy Transformation Initiative (LETI)

Royal Institute of British Architects

Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors

UK Green Building Council 

With early support from Carbon Trust

Version 1, Rev 1
April 2026

Please access our website for the latest updates and developments

nzcbuildings.co.uk

https://www.linkedin.com/company/uk-nzc-buildings-standard
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