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	CORRESPONDENCE REPORT 
For Information  
	20 December 2016

	COUNCIL MEETING  



	Linkage to Council Strategy (2015-19)

	Strategic Theme
	Leader and Champion 

	Outcome
	Establish key relationships with Government, agencies and potential strategic partners

	Lead Officer
	Director of Performance 

	Cost: (If applicable)
	Nil 



 
	1. 
	NIPSA – Future Delivery of Electoral Services NIPSA Response to Public Consultation, correspondence dated 16 November 2016
	

	
	NIPSA response to the Future Delivery of Electoral Services public consultation.
	


	[bookmark: _GoBack]2. 
	Northern Ireland Assembly Committee for Justice – Committee Review of the Need for Stalking Legislation in Northern Ireland, correspondence dated 22 November 2016
	

	
	The Committee for Justice is undertaking a Review of the Need for Stalking Legislation in Northern Ireland, the aim being to assess whether the current legislation in place in Northern Ireland to deal with stalking is appropriate and effective, identify any gaps and consider the need for and potential benefits of introducing specific stalking legislation.

	


	3.
	Derry City and Strabane District Council – Council Delegation re Rates Support Grant, correspondence dated 7 December 2016
	

	
	Letter from Derry City and Strabane District Council to Paul Givan, MLA Minister for the Department for Communities requesting for re-consideration of a delegation in relation to the important future rates support grant allocations to Council.
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                                         NORTHERN IRELAND 


       ASSEMBLY 
                                     COMMITTEE FOR JUSTICE 
 
Mr David Jackson  
Chief Executive  
Causeway Coast and Glens District Council 
Cloonavin  
66 Portstewart Road  
Coleraine  
BT52 1EY 


22 November 2016 


Dear Mr Jackson, 


 


COMMITTEE REVIEW OF THE NEED FOR STALKING LEGISLATION IN 
NORTHERN IRELAND 


 
 


The Committee for Justice is undertaking a Review of the Need for Stalking 


Legislation in Northern Ireland, the aim being to assess whether the current 


legislation in place in Northern Ireland to deal with stalking is appropriate and 


effective, identify any gaps and consider the need for and potential benefits of 


introducing specific stalking legislation. 


 


The Terms of Reference for the Review are as follows: 


 


The Committee will: 


 


 Identify the extent, types and impact of stalking experienced by victims 


in Northern Ireland 


 


 Examine the key issues relating to stalking offences and the handling 


of stalking cases by the criminal justice agencies 


 


 Consider the effectiveness of the current legislation in dealing with 


stalking 


 







 Consider the need for and potential benefits of having specific stalking 


legislation for Northern Ireland 


 


 Consider examples of stalking legislation in other comparable 


jurisdictions 


 


 Report to the Assembly on its findings and recommendations by 6 


April 2017. 


 


The Committee is particularly keen to receive information on victims’ experiences 


and will make appropriate arrangements to accommodate evidence from individual 


victims and/or their families. 


 


Further details can be found at http://nia1.me/3gh 


 


Your organisation is invited to submit evidence to the Committee for Justice by e-


mail to justice.stalkingreview@niassembly.gov.uk or by post to the Committee Clerk, 


Room 242, Parliament Buildings, Ballymiscaw, Stormont, Belfast, BT4 3XX. 


 


The written evidence must be in Word format and be structured to address the 


specific Terms of Reference for the Review. Unless indicated otherwise it will be 


assumed that those submitting written evidence have no objection to it being made 


public by the Committee. 


 


The closing date for written submissions is 21 December 2016. 


 


If you require any further information please contact the Senior Assistant Clerk, 


Marie Austin, on 028 9052 1913. 


 


Yours sincerely 


 


 


Marie Austin 
Senior Assistant Clerk 



http://nia1.me/3gh

mailto:justice.stalkingreview@niassembly.gov.uk
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7th December 2016


Paul Civan MLA
Minister for the Department for Communities
Department for Communities
5th Floor
Lighthouse Building
Gasworks Business Park
Belfast
BT7 2JB


Dear Minister


Council Delegation re Rates Support Grant


Thank you for your Departments response to our letter of 7 October 2016 in which
we requested a delegation in relation to the importance of future rates support grant
allocations to this Council.


We acknowledge the current uncertainty in relation to the Department’s 2017/18
budget position, however, following further consideration by our Governance and
Strategic Planning Committee on 2gth November 2016, we would request that
Council’s delegation request is re-considered and accommodated as part of
upcoming budget discussions.


We would emphasise the impact that even a small cut to this grant would have on
ratepayers and services across our Council area, and indeed the ratepayers of the
other affected Councils, and it is therefore important that impacted Councils are
properly consulted as part of any budgetary decisions.


Councils have a statutory deadline to strike their 2017/18 rates by l5 February 2017
and certainty around rates support grant is crucial for proper financial planning.
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We would therefore be grateful if your office would re-consider this request and
advise of availability by emailing Alfie Dallas, Lead Finance Officer on
alfie.dallas@derrvcityandstrabanedistrict.com.


Yours sincerely


John Kelpie
Chief Executive
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81b Floor
Causeway Exchange
1-7 Bedford Street
Belfast
BT27EG


Dear Mr Kelpie


Thank you for your invitation for the Minister for
delegation from your council to discuss the potential
for Derry City and Strabane District Council for 2017/18.


Due to the current uncertainty of the Departments 2017/18 budget position the
Minister believes there would be no benefit in meeting at this time and would
therefore decline your invitation.


Yours sincerely


LLP%7
PAMELA BAXTER
Private Secretary


From: The Private Secretary


www.communitEes-ni.gov.uk


Department for


Communities
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Paul Givan MLA
Minister for the Department for Communities
Department for Communities
5th Floor
Lighthouse Building
Gasworks Business Park
Belfast
BT7 2iB


3 October 2016


Council Delegation re Rates Support Grant


Dear Minister,


I write following resolution of Derry City and Strabane District Council in which Members


resolved to write to the Minister for Communities seeking a delegation in relation to the


importance of future rates support grant allocations to this Council.


The Rates Support Grant is a vital source of funding for the less wealthy Councils to ensure


they can maintain parity of service provision with the more wealthy Councils. You will be


aware that this grant was reduced from £18.327m to £15.5m for the year 2015/16 with


significant rates implications for the less wealthy Councils including a District Rates impact


on this Council of 1.17%. On ll November 2015, Derry City and Strabane District Council


led a 7 Council cross-party delegation with the Minister of the Environment following which


a Motion was put forward to the Assembly (See Appendix 2 attached) in relation to ring


fencing this funding and a detailed review being undertaken to determine the real level of


future need required to ensure that those Councils with proven socio-economic need can


maintain parity of service provision with those Councils with stronger, more sustainable


ratebases.
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For 2016/17, the rates support grant was restored to £18.3m. This Council is currently
entitled to £3,884,730 of that sum (21.2% of the total allocation) which represents 7.21% of
our total income (See Appendix 1 attached).


Given the significant risk of any potential cuts and the uncertainty that this grant creates for
our Council as pat of our rates planning cycle, we would therefore be grateful if your office
would consider this request and advise of availability by emailing Alfie Dallas, Lead Finance
Officer on alfie.dallasderrycityandstrabanedistrict.com.


Yours sincerely,


John Kelpie
Chief Executive


Deny Strabane
C/o Council Offices Co Council Offices
98 Strand Road 47 Derry Road
Derry Strabanc
RH87NN BT828DY


c+44(O)2871365151 r+’14(0)2871382204
a anne cassiddcrrycityandstrabanedistnct.com a annecassidyden-yutyandstrtanedistrictcom
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AppendIxRàtes1Support Grant allocations by Council 2016/17


Total rates RSG as
income Rates % of


(including de- support Total total


Council rating grant) grant income — income


DERRYCITYANDSTRABANE 50,030,194 3,884,730 53,914,924 — 7.21%


ARMAGH, BANBRIDGE AND CRAIGAVON 61,232,654 3,735,096 64,967,750 — 5.75%


MID ULSTER 35,927,423 2,966,485 38,893,908 7.63%


NEWRY MOURNE AND DOWN 50,137,996 2,596,719 52,734,715 4.92%


CAUSEWAY COAST AND GLENS 42,403,902 2,390,519 44,794,421 5.34%


FERMANAGH AND OMAGH 32,035,016 1,541,979 33,576,995 — 4.59%


MID AND EAST ANTRIM 46,944,380 1,184,472 48,128,852 — 2.46%


ANTRIM AND NEWTOWNABBEY 46,902,594 46,902,594 — 0.00%


BELFAST 153,513,200 153,513,200 0.00%


LISBURN AND CASTLEREAGH 43,122,724 43,122,724 0.00%


NORTH DOWN AND ARDS 45,035,169 45,035,169 — 0.00%


TOTAL 607,285,252 18,300,000 625,585,252 — 2.93%
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Appendix 2- 7 Council Cross Party Motion made following delegation with Minister for
the Environment held on 11th November 2015


That this Assembly commits to ring-fencing a sum of f18.325m within Executive budgets
from 2016/17 onwards, either from the Department of the Environment budget or
otherwise, and until such time that a detailed review is undertaken in conjunction with Local
Government officers to determine the real level of future need required to ensure that
those Councils with proven socio economic need can maintain parity of service provision
with those Councils with stronger, more sustainable rates bases..


The above motion is made on behalf of the 7 Councils who rely heavily on this grant and
who represent over 58% of the population of Northern Ireland and in recognition of the
following:


• There is a clearly recognised need for the grant to assist Councils with proven socio
economic needs and disadvantage and lower wealth (as measured by rates income)
to maintain parity of service provision with the more wealthy Councils.


• The Grant is a crucial source of funding for] of the new 11 Councils providing funds
of up to 7.02% of the most affected Council’s total income.


• The grant has been reduced by almost 25% from its’ 2009/10 level (fl0.497m) to its’
current level of £15.Sm. This has resulted in significant rates increases in the
impacted Councils. Cuts have been applied through a process of top-slicing resulting
in the Council with the greatest need being faced with the greatest cuts. Cuts have
obviously had no rates implications for the 4 more wealthy Councils who do not rely
on this funding.


• The cuts have come at a time of significant challenge for the 7 impacted Councils
who are already dealing with significant financial challenges in relation to rates
convergence, transferring functions budgets and pension costs whilst striving to
generate the necessary efficiencies following reform.


• It is strongly contended that any cuts to the Grant (both already applied and
potential) is contrary to the policy obiectives of this grant and should therefore be
subject to equality impact assessment and rural proofing.


• Failure to ring-fence the grant will result in those Councils who are in receipt
becoming poorer and being forced to significantly increase their district rate, putting
their ratepayers at a distinct disadvantage in comparison to other more affluent
areas of Northern Ireland.
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