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Request from Garvagh Development Trust 13th December 2016 

To: The Leisure and Development Committee 
For Decision 
 

 

Linkage to Council Strategy (2015-19) 
Strategic Theme Resilient, Healthy & Engaged Communities  

Outcome Council will work to develop and promote stable and 
cohesive communities across the Borough 

Lead Officer Head of Community & Culture  
Community Development Manager 

Cost: (If applicable) £2,000-£10,000 
 

The purpose of this report is to consider a request received from Garvagh 
Development Trust (GDT) in relation to financial support for 2017-18 and to consider 
the options for providing support to GDT.  

A request has been received from Garvagh Development Trust for Council to continue to 
grant aid the organisation in 2017-18, in order to meet the shortfall of their running costs for 
Garvagh Community Building. GDT has estimated that their shortfall in income to cover 
operating costs for 2017-18 will be £10,150 and is requesting that Council gives special 
consideration to help support its operations.  

The centre, located in Main Street Garvagh, provides accessible community facilities to 
promote and support community activity in Garvagh and the surrounding rural area and also 
has a number of business units that it leases to local businesses. Approximately 60 
organisations totalling 15,000 made use of the facility during the past year. GDT has been in 
receipt of funding from the legacy Council of Coleraine since its establishment in 2001.  

For the past two years Council considered a number of options in terms of the level of 
financial support provided to GDT and made the decision to approve the award of funds of 
£9,000 to Garvagh Development Trust for the operation of the centre in 2015-16 and for a 
similar amount in 2016-17, subject to successful assessment against the criteria of the 
Community Development Support Grant.  

Council have agreed the Grant policy and associated grant programmes for the period 17-
18.  This includes provision for support to Community Development organisations towards 
running costs associated with the operation of community facilities, up to a maximum level of 
£2000. 

The letter of request from GDT, along with Estimated Income and Expenditure for 2017-18, a 
list of user groups and the programme activities that was undertaken in 2016, is attached at 
Annex A. 

In terms of options relating to this request, there are no current grant programmes that 
accommodates the level of intervention requested.  The options provided therefore, save the 
first option, would result in Council agreeing another course of action, operating outside of 
the agreed grant policy.  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.visitcausewaycoastandglens.com/Portals/_default/Skins/Moyle/logo_ccag.png&imgrefurl=http://www.visitcausewaycoastandglens.com/Events-and-Festivals-A86&h=97&w=300&tbnid=0BVq1pQutZuadM:&docid=_BK4rLfUkBBieM&ei=N-1UVpDHDMHiU8OYmqAE&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwjQvv6ElqrJAhVB8RQKHUOMBkQQMwh5KFIwUg
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Options for 2017-18 period may therefore include: 

1. Direct GDT to apply for the maximum grant award of £2,000 available through the 
Community Development Grant Programme support provided by Community 
Development team and through the Sustainability Mentoring Programme to explore 
financial planning, increasing income and sourcing alternative funding, in effect develop 
a sustainability plan. 

2. Provide financial assistance of £9,000, reflective of the amount provided within the 2015-
16 period.  Assistance provided would be subject to successful assessment against the 
criteria for the Community Development Support Grant Programme, and on the condition 
that the organisation participate in Council’s Community Development Sustainability 
Mentoring Programme, and in doing so, develop a sustainability plan which would 
subsequently be presented to Council. 

3. Provide an agreed reduced level of financial assistance to be determined by Council, 
subject to successful assessment against the criteria for the Community Development 
Support Grant Programme.  Assistance provided would be subject to successful 
assessment against the criteria for the Community Development Support Grant 
Programme, and on the condition that the organisation participate in Council’s 
Community Development Sustainability Mentoring Programme, and in doing so, develop 
a sustainability plan which would subsequently be presented to Council. 

Recommendation:  

That Council considers the options presented within the report and agrees a course of 
action. 






































