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Department for Communities: Historic Environment 
Division (HED) (former NIEA) – Proposed listing of 
Bushmills RUC Station  

28th September 2016 

Planning Committee 

 

 

Linkage to Council Strategy (2015-19) 
Strategic Theme Outcome 

Leadership and Champion  Our Elected Members will provide civic 
leadership to our citizens working to promote 
the Borough as an attractive place to live, work 
invest and visit. 
 

Protect the Environment in 
Which We Live 

 All environments in the area will benefit from 
pro-active decision making which protects the 
natural features, characteristics and integrity of 
the Borough.  

Lead Officer Sharon Mulhern 

Cost:  N/A 

 
For Decision 
 
 
1.0 Background 

 
1.1 The Department for Communities – Historic Environment Division (HED) (former 

NIEA) – has written to Council in response to correspondence sent on 28th July 
2016 regarding the proposed listing of the former RUC Station at 96-98 Main 
Street, Bushmills, under Section 80(1) of the Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 
2011. 
 

 
2.0 Detail 
 
2.1 The proposed listing of the former Bushmills RUC Station was presented at 

Council’s Planning Committee on 27th July 2016 for agreement (see Appendix 1). 
At this meeting it was agreed that Denise Dickson, Head of Planning, would write 
to HED setting out Member concerns regarding this proposed listing. 
 

2.2 Denise Dickson wrote to HED on behalf of Council on 28th July 2016 (see 
Appendix 2). 
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2.3 On 24th August 2016 HED wrote back to Council, in response to Denise 
Dickson’s letter (see Appendix 3).   
 

2.4 In replying to the issues raised in Council’s letter HED has commented (in 
summary) as follows: 
 

 Department has a statutory duty to list all buildings in NI of “special architectural 
or historic interest” no matter what their type or use. 

 Bushmills Former RUC Station meets the listing test. Criteria used for 
assessment are publicly available on the Planning Portal. 

 To date only 9 police stations throughout NI have been listed. 

 Issue raised regarding asbestos lies outside the remit of considerations for 
listing. The safe removal of asbestos, in any case, is the responsibility of the 
building owner. 

 Writer does not understand what is meant by the assertion that “the listing of this 
building will be detrimental to its future use...” and similarly that “the listing of 
buildings has left many ‘carbuncles’ and sounded the death knell…for the whole 
of Bushmills”. 

 The Bushmills Conservation Area (CA) was designated in June 1992, prior to 
which many buildings were listed. 

 CA status and listings are the main reason why a substantial portion of the 
village’s strong character is still evident today and why it has the potential to act 
as a primary driver of future prosperity. 

 Aim of listing is not to prevent alterations to buildings but to identify important 
features and associations and inform sympathetic and beneficial adaptation 
through understanding. 

 Building has prominent role in the evolving historical and social development of 
the village. 

 Building is a conspicuous feature of Main Street. As such, its loss would be 
detrimental to the appearance and appreciation of the Conservation Area. 

 HED happy to engage with Council regarding benefits to be obtained from listed 
buildings and structures. 

 
 
3.0 Recommendation 
 
3.1 IT IS RECOMMENDED that Members: 

 

 Note the content of the report and attached appendices; and 

 Head of Planning to write to HED asking for presentation to elected members on 
the listing of buildings. 

 
Appendices  
 
Appendix 1:- July 2016 Committee Paper - Proposed listing of building. 
 
Appendix 2:- Council’s response to HED re proposed listing. 
 
Appendix 3:- HED’s response to Council comments. 
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NIEA – Proposed Listing of Building Bushmills 27th July 2016 

Planning Committee 

 

Linkage to Council Strategy (2015-19) 
Strategic Theme Outcome 

Leadership and Champion  Our Elected Members will provide civic 
leadership to our citizens working to promote 
the Borough as an attractive place to live, work 
invest and visit. 
 

Protect the Environment in 
Which We Live 

 All environments in the area will benefit from 
pro-active decision making which protects the 
natural features, characteristics and integrity of 
the Borough.  

Lead Officer Sharon Mulhern 

Cost:  N/A 

 
 
For Decision 
 
1.0 Background 

 
1.1 The Department for Communities – Historic Environment Division – wrote to the 

Council on 28th June 2016 advising that it is considering to list the Former RUC 
Station, at 96-98 Main Street, Bushmills as a Building of Special Architectural or 
Historic Interest under Section 80(1) of the Planning Act (NI) 2011.    

 
2.0 Detail 

 
2.1 The justification for the proposed listing is set out in the attached document.  The 

Department has requested the Council’s view on the proposed listing.   
 
3.0 Recommendation 
 
3.1 IT IS RECOMMENDED that Members agree to the listing as detailed in the 

attached document and agree to the Head of Planning responding on behalf of 
the Council. 

 
 
Appendix 1  
Department for Communities – Historic Environment Division – Consultation Report 


























