
  Page 1 of 3 

 

 
 

Development Plan Practice Note (DPPN) 10: Submitting 
Development Plan Documents for Independent 
Examination (Final Version) 

 22nd January 2020 

Planning Committee 

 

Linkage to Council Strategy (2015-19) 
Strategic Theme Outcome 

Leader & Champion  We will establish key relationships with Government 
agencies and potential strategic partners in Northern 
Ireland and external to it which helps us deliver our 
vision for this Council area. 

Resilient and Healthy 
Communities  

 The Council will work to develop and promote stable 
and cohesive communities across the Borough. 

Protect the 
environment in which 
we live 

 All environments in the area will benefit from pro-active 
decision making which protects the natural features, 
characteristics and integrity of the Borough; 

 Our natural assets will be carefully managed to 
generate economic and social returns without 
compromising their sustainability for future generations. 

Lead Officer Local Development Plan Manager 

Cost:  N/A 

 
 
FOR NOTING 
 
1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 The Department for Infrastructure (the ‘Department’) has written to the 

Council to inform it of the publication of the final version of guidance 
document ‘Development Plan Practice Note (DPPN) 10: Submitting 
Development Plan Documents for Independent Examination’ (see 
Appendices 1 & 2 attached). 

 
2.0 Background  
  

2.1 The Council must prepare a Local Development Plan (LDP) for its area. In 
doing so the Council must publish for comment two formal Development 
Plan Documents (DPDs): a Draft Plan Strategy (PS) and a Draft Local 
Policies Plan (LPP). Following consideration of the representations received 
the Council must submit these documents to the Department so that it may 
cause an Independent Examination (IE). An IE is a public examination of a 
DPD that is commenced, conducted and concluded by an independent 
examiner. 
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2.2 The Department has prepared a series of guidance documents to assist local 
councils in undertaking this planning function.  

 
3.0 DFI Guidance - Development Plan Practice Note 10  
 
3.1 Members will be familiar with this document following the draft publication version 

presented at the 25th September 2019 Planning Committee.  
 
3.2 This final version (published 19th December 2019) focuses on the key legislative 

requirements for the submission of a DPD for IE. These apply at both the Draft 
Plan Strategy (PS) and Draft Local Polices Plan (LPP) stages of the Council’s 
LDP preparation. These documents cannot be adopted until their respective IE 
process has been completed. When both have been adopted they together 
comprise the LDP for the Borough. 

 
3.3 The practice note covers the requirements for the availability of submission 

documents and the publicity of the IE, which are the responsibility of the Council. 
The Department’s role at submission are also set out. However, detailed 
procedures for the running of the IE are not covered in this document as they are 
the remit of the appointed independent examiner.  

 
3.4 The document highlights that, following an assessment of the representations 

received at either PS or LPP stage, the Council may decide, for example to 
revisit its evidence base or engage with relevant parties to determine how to 
address the issues raised, and ultimately determine whether there will be: 

 
 No Change – Determines that the DPD as prepared is sound and does not need 

to be changed. 
 Minor Changes – Notes the issues and whilst determines that the DPD as 

prepared is sound, proposes minor changes that could be acceptable, which 
would not impact upon the soundness of the DPD. 

 Focussed Changes – Identifies that an unforeseen issue has arisen and 
considers that changes are required to ensure that any impact upon the 
soundness of the DPD is addressed. 

 Fundamental Changes – Agrees that an issue is fundamental and goes to the 
heart of the DPD and withdraws the DPD. 

 
3.5 This document introduces ‘Focussed Changes’ - a new non-statutory 

administrative stage that should only be undertaken when exceptional 
circumstances arise between publication of a DPD and its submission to the 
Department for IE. This may however, have timing implications for the LDP 
Timetable and Statement of Community Involvement (SCI). 

 
3.6 Focussed Changes may be necessary, for example: 

 Where there has been a sudden major change in local circumstances; 

 Where new regional planning policy and/or guidance has been introduced; or 

 Following consideration of representations, the Council identify an unforeseen 
soundness issue. 

 
3.7 If undertaken, the addendum of focussed changes together with the SA and 

other statutory assessments (as required) should be published for a period of 8 
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weeks. Comments can only address and relate to the soundness of the proposed 
focussed changes, as this consultation is not an opportunity to add to the 
previous representations or to make new comments on parts of the original DPD. 

 
3.8 The Council should publish the comments received as soon as reasonably 

practicable after the expiry of the consultation period. However, there is no need 
for the Council to make comment. 

 
3.9 The focussed changes should be set out as an addendum to the original DPD 

including reasoning and justification for the proposed changes. Impact on other 
key documents should also be considered, e.g SA/SEA. Any focussed changes 
are without prejudice to the examiners final recommendations following 
consideration of issues through the IE. 

 
3.10 Whilst Figure 1 of the attached DPPN 10 is an indicative illustration of how a 

DPD progresses from the representation stage to submission of the DPD to the 
Department, DFI have also noted (as has been highlighted to Members at the 
LDP Training Day on 20th June 2019 and with the presentation of the Draft DPPN 
10 document at the 25th September 2019 Planning Committee) this is a new plan 
making process in Northern Ireland, therefore it may be the case that with the 
passage of time other routes to IE will emerge. 

 
 
4.0 Financial Implications  
 
4.1 None. 
 
 
5.0 Other Implications – Published LDP Timetable. 
 
5.1 If the Council considers it necessary to undertake either focussed or fundamental 

changes this may require a revision to the LDP Timetable and/or Statement of 
Community Involvement in Planning (SCI), which will be carried out in line with 
the relevant legislative requirements. 

 
 
6.0 Recommendation 
 
6.1 IT IS RECOMMENDED that Members note the content of the attached 

consultation document. 
 
 
Appendix 1: DFI letter to Council. 
Appendix 2:  Development Plan Practice Note (DPPN) 10. 
 
 














































