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1.0 Purpose of Paper  
 

The purpose of this paper is to seek a decision from Council on a request 
from a large supermarket retailer to designate two towns in Borough as 
“holiday resorts” in order to avail of longer Sunday opening hours under 
the Shops (Sunday Trading etc) (Northern Ireland) Order 1997. 
 

2.0 Background   
 
2.1 Council has received correspondence from a large supermarket retailer (Lidl) 

requesting consideration be given to designating Coleraine and Ballymoney 
as “holiday resorts” in order to avail of longer Sunday opening hours.   
 

2.2 The request letter is attached as Appendix 1. It is understood a similar letter 
has been sent to all Councils in Northern Ireland with Lidl stores in their 
district.  No consensus has been agreed at a provincial level and it is for each 
Council to consider its own application on its own merits. 

 
2.3 Council have designated Portrush, Portstewart and Ballycastle as ‘holidays 

resorts’ under the above legislation.  
 

3.0 Legislative Provisions 
 

3.1 Article 6 of the Shops (Sunday Trading etc) (Northern Ireland) Order 1997 
allows District Councils, by resolution, to designate any area within its 
district as a ‘holiday resort’.  
 

3.2 In a designated ‘holiday resort’ area, large shops with a shop floor area 
exceeding 280 m2  may open at any time on up to 18 Sundays (excluding  
Easter Sunday) between 1st March and 30th September each year. The 
designation exempts these large shops from the restricted Sunday trading 
hours of 1pm to 6pm on those 18 occasions.  

 
3.3 There is no interpretive definition of “holiday resort” in the legislation. 

 
3.4 Before making a ‘holiday resort’ designation, Council must first consult 

persons likely to be affected by the proposed designation and publish 
notice of any such designation in such manner as it deems appropriate. 
 

3.5 In a designated ‘holiday resort’ the occupier or proposed occupier of a 
large shop must notify the local District Council of the dates of the 
Sundays involved.  The notification does not take effect until 14 days from 
the date it is given, unless the Council agrees that it should come into 
effect earlier. 
 

3.6 A Council must maintain a register of shops in its district making use of 
this exemption and make the register available to the public at all 
reasonable times. 

 
3.7 Portrush, Portstewart and Ballycastle have already been designated as 

‘holiday resorts’ by Council.  
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4.0 Previous Council Decision  
 
4.1 Further to ES210608 a similar request to extend Sunday opening hours in 

Coleraine was brought by an elected member under Any Other Relevant 
Business. On that occasion the proposal did not progress as it failed to 
secure a seconder.   

 
5.0 Recommendation  
 
5.1 It is recommended that the Environmental Services Committee makes a 

recommendation to Council on whether to progress the procedure to 
designate Coleraine and Ballymoney as “holiday resorts” under the Shops 
(Sunday Trading etc) (Northern Ireland) Order 1997. 

 




