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1.0 Purpose of Report 

1.1 To present correspondence from Donegal County Council (DCC) regarding 
two key statutory developments in respect of its County Development Plan 
(CDP) 2024-2030. 



2.0 Background

2.1 DCC wrote to the Council on 10th July 2024 (see Appendix 1) advising of 
the following: 

 The CDP was adopted by Members on 16th May 2024, taking effect 
from 26th June 2024. 

 Also on 26th June 2024, DCC received a notice from the Minister of 
State for Local Government and Planning pursuant to Section 31 of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000 (As Amended) advising of his 
‘Intention to Issue a Direction to DCC regarding the CDP’.  

2.2 So, on the 26th of June 2024 the County Development Plan 2024-2030 came 
into effect except those parts of the plan affected by the Draft Ministerial 
Direction. 

2.3 The key documents relating to these can be viewed at: 
https://donegalcountycouncil.sharefile.eu/share/view/sf65c2ebd081b46b4a
be4b98a4ec4a377

3.0 Summary of Ministerial Direction Notice  

3.1 The Minister has formed the opinion that: 

 DCC in making the Development Plan, failed to implement 
recommendations made to it, as planning authority, by the Office under 
section 31 of the Act;  

 The Plan, as made, fails to set out an overall strategy for the proper 
planning and sustainable development of the area; 

 The Plan is inconsistent with national and regional policy objectives 
specified in the National Planning Framework (NPF) and the Regional 
Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Southern Regions (RSES); and 

 The Plan, as made, is not in compliance with the requirements of the 
Act. 

4.0 Consultation Response 

4.1 The closing date for comments on the Minister’s Intention to Issue the 
Direction was 18th July 2024. The Council’s response is attached at 
Appendix 2. 

5.0 Recommendation

5.1 It is recommended that the Planning Committee note the content of this 
report and the response issued by the Head of Planning on behalf of the 
Council. 
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